
 

 
 

Memorandum 
 
 
Memorandum No:  25-017 
 
Date: February 25, 2025 
 
To: Honorable Mayor, Vice Mayor, and Commissioners  
 
From: Susan Grant, Acting City Manager 
 
Re: Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport Unleaded Aviation Fuel FY2025 

Quarterly Update #2 
 
 
On July 2, 2024 the City Commission adopted Resolution No. 24-128, directing the City 
Manager to implement a program to encourage the sale of unleaded aviation fuel at the 
Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport (FXE), reduce lead emissions at FXE, offer incentives 
to encourage the transition to aviation unleaded fuel, and apply for grants from the State 
of Florida or the Federal government to assist with the implementation of this program.  
 
The Federal Aviation Administration along with other industry and government 
stakeholders support the Eliminate Aviation Gasoline Lead Emissions (EAGLE) initiative 
goal of a lead-free future for piston engine aircraft by 2030. EAGLE aims to eliminate 
the use of leaded avgas without compromising the safe and efficient operation of the 
existing general aviation fleet.  At the meeting, City staff committed to providing the City 
Commission with quarterly updates. 
 
Recently, the City contracted with GHD Services Inc. to perform soil screening and air 
quality testing in several neighborhoods surrounding the Airport. The soil screening and 
air sampling were conducted to identify the presence or absence of lead in the soils and 
air. Neighborhoods that were investigated include the Lofts of Palm Aire Village; Twin 
Lakes: Palm Air Village Condos; Palm Aire Village West; and Palm Aire Village East.  
 
Unfortunately, the consultant was not granted access to Calvary Chapel, the Lofts of 
Palm Air Village, and Fort Lauderdale Christian School properties for soil sampling and 
air quality testing. However, public properties investigated include the City Park, located 
at 6401 NW 21st Avenue, vacant property located at 6300 NW 21st Avenue, and City 
right of way adjacent to those properties that did not grant access to the consultant.  
 
On February 19, 2025, Commission Memo 25-013, Lead Soil Screening and Air Quality 
Report was distributed to the Home Owner Association representatives.  The results 
from the evaluation performed indicated that soil lead concentrations do not exceed 



Memorandum No. 25-017 
Page 2 of 2 
 

  

regulatory levels, and air samples collected did not indicate the presence of lead in the 
air.  
 
In support of the City’s vision of promoting the “Green Your Routine” program, City staff 
is also engaging with Airport tenants to encourage the use of Sustainable Aviation Fuel 
(SAF) for jet engine aircraft. SAF is an alternative fuel made from non-petroleum 
feedstock that reduces emissions from air transportation. According to the International 
Civil Aviation Organization, over 360,000 commercial flights have used SAF at 46 
different airports largely concentrated in the United States and Europe.  
 
Last month Avfuel Corporation, the leading independent supplier of aviation fuel and 
services announced that Port Everglades is one of three new supply points on the east 
coast of the United States to supply SAF to airport Fixed Based Operators (FBO). While 
there are still challenges with maximizing volume, this is a first step in making SAF 
distribution readily available at more locations to ensure business aviation’s goal of net-
zero emissions by 2050. 
 
FXE will continue to do its part to encourage the Airport FBO’s to implement a plan for 
the transition from 100 low lead to unleaded aviation fuel. With the increase in 
sustainability initiatives, the aviation industry is also experiencing the introduction of 
electric hybrid aircraft and Advanced Air Mobility technologies, which will eventually 
create future opportunities for further enhancement of the air transportation system.   
 
The next quarterly update is scheduled for May 2025.  
 
For additional information, please contact Rufus James, Fort Lauderdale Executive 
Airport Director at rjames@fortlauderdale.gov or 954-828-4968. 
 
Attachment: Soil Screening and Air Quality Report 
 
c:  Anthony G. Fajardo, Assistant City Manager 
 Laura Reece, Acting Assistant City Manager 
 Ben Rogers, Acting Assistant City Manager 
 Christopher Cooper, Acting Assistant City Manager  
 D’Wayne M. Spence, Acting City Attorney 
 David R. Soloman, City Clerk 
 Patrick Reilly, City Auditor 
 Department Directors 
 CMO Managers 
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