
 

 
 

Memorandum 
 
 
Memorandum No:  25-013 
 
Date: February 19, 2025 
 
To: Honorable Mayor, Vice Mayor, and Commissioners  
 
From: Susan Grant, Acting City Manager 
 
Re: Lead Soil Screening and Air Quality Report 
 
 
The Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport (FXE) was identified in a United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) study as potentially impacted by lead due to 
the use of aviation gasoline by aircraft at the Airport. As a result of the USEPA study, 
residents adjacent to the Airport raised concerns about aircraft fuel emissions deposit 
contaminating soil and air quality.  
 
The City contracted with GHD Services, Inc (GHD) to screen soil at specific Airport 
locations for the potential presence of lead contamination from aircraft fuel emissions, 
deliver a technical report evaluating screening data against State levels, and provide 
recommendations for a path forward. The soil screening data collected indicated that 
the soil lead concentrations do not exceed regulatory levels established by the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). As a result of the soil screening and 
evaluation performed, GHD did not recommend additional soil sampling at the Airport.  
 
Residents were concerned that lead contamination from aircraft flying overhead existed 
in their communities, so the City contracted with GHD to perform additional soil 
screening and air quality testing in several neighborhoods surrounding the Airport. The 
soil screening and air sampling were conducted to identify the presence or absence of 
lead in the soils and air.  
 
Neighborhoods that were investigated include Twin Lakes right of way; Palm Air Village 
Condos; Palm Aire Village West; and Palm Aire Village East. Unfortunately, the 
consultant was not granted access to Calvary Chapel, the Lofts of Palm Air Village, and 
Fort Lauderdale Christian School properties for soil sampling and air quality testing. 
However, the consultant collected soil samples and performed air quality testing on 
City-owned Palm Aire Village Park located at 6401 NW 21st Avenue and a vacant 
property located at 6300 NW 21st Avenue adjacent to Calvary Chapel. Fort Lauderdale 
Christian Academy is located directly east of Palm Aire Village West and directly south 
of Palm Aire Village East. The Lofts of Palm Aire Village outer perimeter right of way 
was used for soil sampling and air quality testing. 
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The soil screening collected in the neighborhoods, public properties, and outer 
perimeter right of way in proximity to FXE indicated that soil lead concentrations 
do not exceed regulatory levels established by FDEP. Additionally, the air samples 
collected did not indicate the presence of lead in the air. GHD noted that the distribution 
of lead in the built environment is due to many factors including past use of lead 
additives, in vehicular fuels, paints, waste incineration, lead solder in pipes, and other 
manufacturing processes. Additionally, GHD indicated that there is no direct correlation 
between the lead concentrations found and any lead releases from FXE Airport 
activities. 
 
As a result of the soil screening and air quality evaluation performed, GHD does not 
recommend additional sampling at this time.   
 
For additional information, please contact Rufus James, Executive Airport Director at 
954-828-4968 or rjames@fortlauderdale.gov  
 
Attachment: Soil Screening and Air Quality Report 
 
c:  Anthony G. Fajardo, Assistant City Manager 
 Laura Reece, Acting Assistant City Manager 
 Ben Rogers, Acting Assistant City Manager 
 Christopher Cooper, Acting Assistant City Manager  
 D’Wayne M. Spence, Acting City Attorney 
 David R. Soloman, City Clerk 
 Patrick Reilly, City Auditor 
 Department Directors 
 CMO Managers 
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