Sec. 3.15. Initiative and referendum; petition for proposed ordinance.
(a) Power to initiate and reconsider ordinances.
(i) Initiative. The electors of the city shall have the power to propose ordinances to the city commission and, if the city commission fails to adopt an ordinance so proposed without any change in substance, to adopt or reject it at a city election. Such power shall not extend to the annual budget or community investment plan or any ordinance appropriating money, levying taxes, changing the actual zoning map designation of a parcel or parcels of land, amending the Charter, implementing a franchise agreement, or setting salaries of city officers or employees.	Comment by Paul Bangel: Added.
[bookmark: _Hlk146648735](ii) Referendum. The electors of the city shall have power to require reconsideration by the city commission of any adopted ordinance and, if the city commission fails to repeal an ordinance so reconsidered, to approve or reject it at a city election. Such power shall not extend to the annual budget or community investment plan or to any ordinance appropriating or authorizing the borrowing of money, levying taxes, changing the actual zoning map designation of a parcel or parcels of land, amending the Charter, implementing a franchise agreement, or setting salaries of city officers or employees.	Comment by Paul Bangel: Added.
(b) Commencement of proceedings. A minimum of ten electors may commence initiative or referendum proceedings by filing an affidavit with the city clerk (the "Affidavit") stating that they will constitute the petitioners' committee (the "Committee") and be responsible for circulating the initiative or referendum petition (the "Petition") and filing it in proper form. The Affidavit shall state the names and addresses of the Committee and shall specify the address to which notices to the Committee are to be sent. The Affidavit shall also set out in full the text of the proposed initiative ordinance or cite the ordinance sought to be reconsidered. After the Affidavit is filed, the city clerk may, at the Committee's request and expense, issue the appropriate Petition blanks to the Committee. The Committee’s proposed ordinance shall be subject to the city attorney’s approval as to legal sufficiency prior to circulation of the Petition blanks.
(c) Petitions.
(i) Number of signatures. Initiative Petitions must be signed by at least 15% of the total number of electors registered to vote at the last regular city election. Referendum Petitions must be signed by at least 25% of the total number of electors registered to vote at the last regular city election.
(ii) Form and content. All portions of a Petition shall be assembled as one instrument. Each signature shall be executed in ink and shall be followed by the printed name and address of the person signing. Throughout circulation, Petitions shall contain or have attached the full text of the ordinance proposed or sought to be reconsidered. Petitions must be legally sufficient.
(iii) Affidavit of circulator. When filed, each page of a Petition shall have attached to it an affidavit executed by the circulator thereof stating:
(A) that s/he personally circulated the page;
(B) the number of signatures contained on each page;
(C) that all the signatures were affixed in his/her presence;
(D) that s/he believes them to be the genuine signatures of the persons whose names they purport to be; and
(E) that each signatory had an opportunity before signing to read the full text of the ordinance proposed or sought to be reconsidered.
(iv) Filing deadline. Petitions must be filed with the city clerk within 90 days of the date of filing the Affidavit relating to such initiative or referendum.
(d) Procedure for filing of Petitions.
(i) Certificate of City Clerk. Within 20 days after a Petition is filed, the city clerk shall complete a certificate as to its compliance with the provisions of subsection (c) of this Section (the "Certificate"). If insufficient, the Certificate shall specify the particulars of the deficiency. A copy of the Certificate shall be sent promptly to the Committee by certified mail, return receipt requested.
(ii) Amendment. A Petition certified insufficient because it lacks the required number of valid signatures may be supplemented by the filing of additional signatures within fifteen days from the date of the Certificate (the "Supplementary Petition"). Within ten days after a Supplementary Petition is filed, the city clerk shall complete a Certificate as to the sufficiency of the Petition as amended by the Supplementary Petition (the "Amended Petition") and promptly forward a copy of the Certificate to the Committee by certified mail, return receipt requested.
(iii) Submission to the city Commission. If a Petition or Amended Petition is certified sufficient, or if a Petition is certified insufficient and the Committee does not elect to file a Supplementary Petition, or if an Amended Petition is certified insufficient, the city clerk shall promptly present the Certificate to the city commission as the final determination of sufficiency of the Petition.
(e) Action on Petitions.
(i) Action by city Commission. Upon receipt of a Certificate determining a Petition sufficient, the city commission shall promptly consider the proposed initiative ordinance or reconsider the referred ordinance by voting its repeal at its next regular meeting. If the city commission fails to adopt a proposed initiative ordinance without any change in substance within 45 days or fails to repeal the referred ordinance within 30 days, it shall submit the proposed or referred ordinance to the electors of the city. If the city commission fails to act on a proposed initiative ordinance or a referred ordinance within the requisite time period, the city commission shall be deemed to have failed to adopt the proposed initiative ordinance or failed to repeal the referred ordinance on the last day that the city commission was authorized to act on such matter.
(ii) Submission to electors. The vote of the electorate on a proposed or referred ordinance shall be held not less than 45 nor more than 60 days from the date the city commission acted or was deemed to have acted pursuant to paragraph (i) of this subsection. If no regular election is to be held within six months of such date, the city commission shall provide for a special election to be held not less than 45 days nor more than 90 days from such date. If a regular election is to be held within such six-month period, such regular election shall be used for submission to the electors of the proposed or referred ordinance. Copies of the proposed or referred ordinance shall be made available at the polls.  Ballots to be used when voting upon a proposed or referred ordinance shall state the title of the ordinance to be voted on and below it the two (2) propositions "For the proposed Ordinance" and "Against the proposed Ordinance."	Comment by Paul Bangel: As adapted from Section 3.19
(iii) Withdrawal of petitions. A Petition may be withdrawn at any time prior to the 15th day preceding the day scheduled for a vote of the electorate by filing with the city clerk a request for withdrawal signed by at least eight-tenths of the members of the Committee. Upon the filing of such request, the Petition shall have no further force or effect and all proceedings thereon shall be terminated.
(f) Results of election.
(i) Initiative. If a majority of the qualified electors voting on a proposed initiative ordinance vote in its favor, it shall be considered adopted upon certification of the election results. If conflicting ordinances are approved at the same election, the one receiving the greatest number of affirmative votes shall prevail to the extent of such conflict.
(ii) Referendum. If a majority of the qualified electors voting on a referred ordinance vote for its repeal, it shall be considered repealed upon certification of the election results.
Any proposed ordinance, including ordinances for the repeal or amendment of the "Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida," then in effect, may be initiated, submitted and enacted in the following manner: 
(a)	A committee of not less than one thousand (1,000) electors of the city shall prepare and sign a petition addressed to the City Commission of the City of Fort Lauderdale requesting that a proposed ordinance attached to the petition be enacted. Each signer of the petition must be an elector of the city and shall sign his or her name in ink and shall indicate his or her place of residence and voting precinct. The petition shall have attached the certificate of the supervisor of elections indicating whether each of the signers is a qualified elector of the city. Thereafter, such signers shall be referred to as the committee, and one (1) member shall be designated therein as chairman of the committee. The committee shall have the right to request the city attorney, in writing, to assist in the drafting of such proposed ordinance in proper form, and such city attorney shall draft the proposed ordinance in proper form within thirty (30) days after being requested to do so by said committee in writing. He or she shall append to the drafted form of ordinance his or her opinion as to the legality of such proposed ordinance. 
(b)	Such signed petition and proposed ordinance and the opinion of the city attorney shall be presented by the committee to the city commission at a regular meeting, after sixty (60) days prior notice to the city manager that such matter will be presented at such meeting. An opportunity shall be given for proponents and opponents of the proposed ordinance to be heard. At such meetings the city commission shall take definite action upon the ordinance by rejecting same, failing to take action upon same, passing same in prepared form upon first reading or passing same in amended form upon first reading. If passed on first reading in an amended form, the chairman of the committee shall state in open meeting whether the committee accepts or rejects the ordinance, as amended, and the decision of the chairman shall be binding upon the committee. If the committee accepts the amended ordinance, as aforesaid, or if the city commission accepts the proposed ordinance, same shall be placed upon its first reading at such meeting, upon the second reading at the next regular meeting. If the proposed ordinance is passed upon first reading, or if the proposed ordinance is amended and passed upon first reading, and such amended ordinance is accepted and approved by the chairman of the committee, it shall be the duty of the city commission to pass such ordinance, and to continue reading such ordinance upon progressive readings at each regular meeting of the city commission until such ordinance is duly enacted. 
(c)	If the city commission should: 
(1)	Reject the proposed ordinance; or 
(2)	Fail to take action upon said proposed ordinance; or 
(3)	Pass the ordinance in an amended form not acceptable to the committee; or 
(4)	Fail to pass the proposed ordinance upon first and second reading; or 
(5)	Fail to pass an amended ordinance, acceptable to the committee, upon successive meetings; or 
(6)	Do any act to delay passage of such ordinance; the chairman of the committee shall have the right to demand in writing that an election upon the matter of enactment of the proposed ordinance, or amended ordinance which has been accepted or approved by the committee, be held in the manner provided in section 3.18 of this charter, and at such meetings at which such demand in writing is presented, the said city commission shall take action either calling such election or refusing to call such election, and the failure to call such election shall constitute a refusal. 
(Ord. No. C-18-47 , § 17, 1-22-19)
Sec. 3.16. [Reserved.] Circulating petition for an election.
After a demand for an election has been refused, as hereinbefore set out, the committee shall have the right to circulate petitions to obtain the signatures of registered electors of the city, equal in number to fifteen (15) percent of the qualified electors of the city, in order to compel the enactment of such ordinance or amended ordinance in the following manner:
(a) Within ten (10) days after the demand for an election has been refused by the city commission, the clerk shall prepare a form of petition addressed to the city commission demanding that an election be called in the manner provided by section 3.18 of this charter in order that there may be submitted to the qualified electors of the city at such election the question of enactment by initiative proceedings of the proposed ordinance or amended ordinance. Such petition shall clearly outline the action sought and shall contain a copy of the ordinance proposed for enactment by the committee and shall contain spaces for signatures for electors and a form of affidavit for circulators to sign. All petitions shall be uniform in character and shall contain the names of each of the members of the committee of the petitioners, and designate the chairman thereof.
(b) The chairman of the committee shall sign a receipt for the form of petition and shall return all signed petitions to the clerk within sixty (60) days from the date of said receipt.
(c) Each elector of the city signing a petition shall sign his or her name as registered in the office of supervisor of elections of Broward County, Florida, in ink or indelible pencil, shall specify his or her voting precinct and shall place on the petition opposite his or her name the date he or she signed the petition and his or her place of residence in the city. Each counterpart of the petition shall contain appropriate lines for signatures by electors and a form of affidavit to be executed by the circulator thereof, verifying the fact that such circulator saw each person sign the counterpart of the petition, and that each signature appearing thereon is the genuine signature of the person it purports to be, and that such petition was signed in the presence of the affiant on the date indicated.
(d) All counterparts of the petition shall be assembled and filed with the city clerk as one (1) instrument within sixty (60) days after receipt of such petition by the chairman, and when so filed, the clerk shall determine forthwith from the supervisor of elections if such petitions contain the signatures of electors constituting fifteen (15) percent in number of the registered electors of said city, and when such fact has been determined by report from the supervisor of elections, the city clerk shall submit such petitions and such affidavits to the city commission at its next regular meeting.
(e) Any elector signing such petition shall have the right to file with the city clerk a demand in writing that his or her name be deleted and stricken from the petition, and upon the filing of such demand the name of such elector shall be stricken by the clerk and not be counted or computed in the total of electors signing the petition. No signature may be stricken after the clerk has certified the total of registered electors to the commission.
(Ord. No. C-18-47 , § 17, 1-22-19)
Sec. 3.17. [Reserved.] Commission required to take action.
If the certificate of the clerk, so submitted, shows that fifteen (15) percent of the registered electors of the city signed such petition and have not requested that their signatures be stricken or deleted, then it shall be the mandatory duty of the city commission at such meeting at which the clerk's certificate is presented to enact the ordinance in final form, or call an election for the purpose of submitting such proposed ordinance to the votes of the electorate.
Sec. 3.18. [Reserved.] Time of holding election.
If an election is scheduled to be held not less than thirty (30) days and not more than sixty (60) days after such meeting, such proposed ordinance shall be submitted to a vote of the electors at such election. If no election is to be held within the time aforesaid, the city commission shall provide for submitting the proposed ordinance to the electors at a special election to be held not later than sixty (60) days, nor earlier than thirty (30) days thereafter. At least ten (10) days before any such election the city clerk shall cause such proposed ordinance to be published, in one (1) issue of the official newspaper.
Sec. 3.19. [Reserved.] Ballots.
[bookmark: _Hlk146647885]Ballots to be used when voting upon any such proposed ordinance shall state the title of the ordinance to be voted on and below it the two (2) propositions "For the proposed Ordinance" and "Against the proposed Ordinance." If a majority of the electors voting on any such proposed ordinance shall vote in favor thereof, it shall thereupon become an ordinance of the city, and a part of the "Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale," upon canvass of such votes and proper certification.

