
 

 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING NOTICE 

 
 

August 22, 2023  
 
 

A Public Hearing will be held before the Board of Adjustment on: Thursday, September 21, 2023 at 6:00 P.M. 
 

This meeting will be held in-person at: Development Services Department (Lobby) 700 NW 19th Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33311 to determine 
whether the following application should be granted.  To view more information about this item, please visit: 
www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA 
 

CASE: PLN-BOA-23030005 

OWNER: PETROSKY, MARK 

AGENT: N/A  
ADDRESS: 901 SW 31 STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33315  

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 1, BLOCK 3 OF “OAK GROVE”. ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS 

RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 27, PAGE 16, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF BROWARD 
COUNTY, FLORIDA. (SEE SURVEY) 
 

ZONING DISTRICT: RS-8 - RESIDENTIAL SINGLE FAMILY/LOW MEDIUM DENSITY 
 

COMMISSION DISTRICT: 4 

REQUESTING:    
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sec. 47-19.2.EE - Utility and tool sheds, residential districts. 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING Utility and tool 
shed with an open porch structure to have a side yard 
setback of 1 foot, whereas the code allows a minimum 
setback of 5 feet to the overhang. A total side yard setback 
reduction of 4 feet. 

  
• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING Utility and tool 

shed with an open porch structure to have a maximum side 
length of 18 feet 3 ½ inches, whereas the code allows a 
maximum side length of 12 feet. A total variance request for 
an increase of 6 feet 3 ½ inches. 

  
• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING Utility and tool 

shed with an open porch structure to have a maximum 
height of 12 foot 6 ⅛ inches, whereas the code allows a 
maximum of 10 feet. A total variance request for an 
increase in height of 2 feet 6 ⅛ inches.  

  
• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING Utility and tool 

shed with an open structure to have a total area of 333 
square feet, whereas the code allows a maximum of 100 
square feet. A total variance request for an increase of 233 
square feet. 

 
Please Note:  Based on the survey and sheet A-0.1, the area of the utility and 
tool shed is 230 square feet, the area of the porch is 103 square feet, a total 
area of 333 square feet.  The difference in area is 233 square feet.  
 
 

http://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA


 

Sec. 47-19.1. L. – General Requirements  
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING utility and tool 
shed at a height of 12 feet 6 ⅛ inches whereas the code 
only permits accessory structures height no greater than 
principal structure height of 11 feet 1 ½ inches. A total 
variance request for an increase in height of 1 foot 4 ⅝ 
inches.  

 
Please Note: Based on sheet A-0.1, the height of the utility and tool shed is 12 
feet 6 ⅛”, and the height of the principle structure is 11 feet 1 ½ “, a total 
difference in height of 1 foot 4 ⅝”     
 

 
 

To watch and listen to the meeting, please visit: https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA  
www.youtube.com/cityoffortlauderdale 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me directly at 954-828-6342.    
       
 
MOHAMMED MALIK 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
 
Florida Statutes, Sec. 286.0105 
NOTE:  If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter considered at this public meeting 
or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, he/she may need to ensure that a 
verbatim record of the proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is 
to be based. 

https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA
http://www.youtube.com/CityofFortLauderdale




BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING
   

This Notice is the property of the City of Fort Lauderdale. In accordance with City Code Section 16-29, It shall be unlawful for any person to injure, cut, break or destroy in any manner any 
building or other thing belonging to or under the control of the City. Persons marring or removing the Notice may be subject to fine and/or imprisonment. 

In accordance with City Code Section 47-27.2A. H The sign shall remain on the property until final disposition of the application. This shall include any deferral, rehearing, appeal, request  for 
review  or hearing by another body. The sign information shall be changed as provided in subsection A.3.a

MEETING LOCATION: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
                                    700 N.W. 19TH AVENUE (LOBBY)
                                    FORT LAUDERDALE, FL., 33311
                                    CONTACT:  954-828-6506

TO WATCH AND LISTEN TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING VISIT: 
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA      
www.youtube.com/cityoffortlauderdale          

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE

PUBLIC NOTICE

DATE: September 21, 2023 TIME: 6:00 P.M. CASE: PLN-BOA-23030005

Requesting: Sec. 47-19.2.EE - Utility and tool sheds, residential districts.

• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a 
side yard setback of 1 foot, whereas the code allows a minimum setback of 5 feet to the overhang. A 
total side yard setback reduction of 4 feet.

• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a 
maximum side length of 18 feet 3 ½ inches, whereas the code allows a maximum side length of 12 feet. 
A total variance request for an increase of 6 feet 3 ½ inches.

• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a 
maximum height of 12 foot 6 ⅛ inches, whereas the code allows a maximum of 10 feet. A total variance 
request for an increase in height of 2 feet 6 ⅛ inches. 
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building or other thing belonging to or under the control of the City. Persons marring or removing the Notice may be subject to fine and/or imprisonment. 
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MEETING LOCATION: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
                                    700 N.W. 19TH AVENUE (LOBBY)
                                    FORT LAUDERDALE, FL., 33311
                                    CONTACT:  954-828-6506

TO WATCH AND LISTEN TO THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING VISIT: 
https://www.fortlauderdale.gov/government/BOA      
www.youtube.com/cityoffortlauderdale          

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE

PUBLIC NOTICE

DATE: September 21, 2023 TIME: 6:00 P.M. CASE: PLN-BOA-23030005

Requesting: Sec. 47-19.2.EE - Utility and tool sheds, residential districts.
• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING Utility and tool shed with an open structure to have a total area of 333 

square feet, whereas the code allows a maximum of 100 square feet. A total variance request for an increase of 233 
square feet. Please Note:  Based on the survey and sheet A-0.1, the area of the utility and tool shed is 230 square feet, 
the area of the porch is 103 square feet, a total area of 333 square feet.  The difference in area is 233 square feet. 

Requesting: Sec. 47-19.1.L – General Requirements.
• Requesting a variance to allow an EXISTING utility and tool shed at a height of 12 feet 6 ⅛ inches whereas the code only 

permits accessory structures height no greater than principal structure height of 11 feet 1 ½ inches. A total variance 
request for an increase in height of 1 foot 4 ⅝ inches.  Please Note: Based on sheet A-0.1, the height of the utility and 
tool shed is 12 feet 6 ⅛”, and the height of the principle structure is 11 feet 1 ½ “, a total difference in height of 1 foot 4 
⅝”.   
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PLN-BOA-23030005 CODE SECTIONS  
 

Sec. 47-19.2.EE - U�lity and tool sheds, residen�al districts. 

EE. 

Utility and tool sheds, residential districts. U�lity and tool sheds when accessory to a residen�al 
building may be permited in the required rear and side yards, but no closer than five (5) feet 
from any property line except where property is abu�ng a street or waterway. Where abu�ng 
a street or a waterway, such shed shall be subject to the yard requirements of the zoning district 
where it is located. A shed shall be no greater than twelve (12) feet in length on any side and 
shall be no greater in height than ten (10) feet measured to the top of the structure and shall be 
no larger in area than one hundred (100) gross square feet. No more than one (1) shed shall be 
permited per development site. 

 

 

Sec. 47-19.1. L. – General Requirements 

L. 

Except as otherwise provided in this Sec�on 47-19, the following provisions shall apply. No 
accessory structure shall be built in the front yard more than one (1) story, or thirteen (13) feet 
in height. The following accessory buildings will be permited in residen�al zoning districts: 
Private garage, garden house, or structure of the same classifica�on. Within a residen�al zoning 
district, no accessory use or structure shall be greater in height than the principal building and 
in no instance shall the height of an accessory use or structure be greater than twenty-four (24) 
feet in height except that on lots of greater area than one (1) acre, an accessory building shall 
not be more than thirty-five (35) feet in height; providing it is located not less than thirty (30) 
feet from every lot line. The total areas of accessory buildings shall not be greater than thirty-
five percent (35%) of the rear yard area. No accessory buildings shall be built closer than ten 
(10) feet to any rear line which is a street or alley line, or, in the case of corner lots, closer than 
fi�een (15) feet to any side street line except as otherwise provided herein. 

 

https://library.municode.com/fl/fort_lauderdale/codes/unified_land_development_code?nodeId=UNLADERE_CH47UNLADERE_ARTIIIDERE_S47-19ACUSBUST
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YB��Ĉ Zb�QZ]Pc�Q_]�Y�RB���_�]P�Ŷ Z�XZCY�C]bZ�RB��� S���CX����CY� Q#����"D���������� � ���"����������"�d S�� CX �� CY ����E����� C���������D������� ��Z�������E ZA��C��������A����� ���!��"D����"���� ��������� � X]�CRPe S�� CX �� CY ���������� ������ �
��������E% ]PCY
���S�]�

�Y�X]PbRXC�f�f������S�Q����PR
C�f�f��� ]PCY
���S�]�

�Y�X]PbRXC X�"�� ��"��b����
����� � S�� CX �� CY ���������� �������� ��Z�����a%E ��
̂ RYRC�Y
\ZP��Q_�\�Y[
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Revised Application 8.15.2023 

 

Variance request 47-19.2.EE - Utility and tool sheds, residential districts. 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a side 
yard setback of 1 foot whereas the code allows a minimum setback of 5 feet to the overhang.  A total side 
yard setback reduction of 4 feet. 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a 
maximum side length of 18 feet 3 ½ inches whereas the code allows a maximum side length of 12 feet.  A 
total variance request for an increase of 6 feet 3 ½ inches 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a 
maximum height of 12 foot 6 1/8 inches whereas the code allows a maximum of 10 feet.  A total variance 
request for an increase in height of 2 feet 6 1/8 inches. 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open structure to have a total area 
of 333 square feet whereas the code allows a maximum of 100 square feet.  A total variance request for an 
increase of 233 square feet. 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open structure to have a total area 
of 333 square feet whereas the code allows a maximum of 100 square feet.  A total variance request for an 
increase of 233 square feet. 
 
NOTE:  BREAK DOWN BELOW 
 

Area of utility and tool shed 230 square feet 
Area of Porch 103 square feet 
Total area 333 square feet 
Difference in area (request for variance) 233 square feet 

 

Sec. 47-19.1.L.-General Requirements 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing utility and  tool shed at a height of 12 feet 6 1/8 inches whereas 
the code only permits accessory structures height no greater than principal structure height of 11 feet 1 ½ 
inches.  A total increase in height of 1 foot 4 5/8 inches. 

NOTE:  BREAK DOWN BELOW 

Height of utility and tool shed 12 feet 6 1/8" 
Height of Principle Structure 11 feet 1 1/2" 
Difference 1 foot 4 5/8" 

 

 

http://47-19.2.ee/
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FOLIO_NUMB NAME_LINE_ NAME_LINE1 ADDRESS_LI CITY STATE ZIP ADDRESS__1
504222160150 LONTOK,JASMIN BILLONES,DWAYNE C 2916 SW 9 AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504222160260 DIAMANTI INVESTMENTS LLC 1345 N VENETIAN WAY MIAMI FL 33139 MIAMI                    FL33139
504221161250 CAYBERT PROPERTIES LLC 279 E OAKLAND PARK BLVD FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33334 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33334
504221161610 VALENCIA,MONICA TORADO,DINORA 911 SW 30 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221161600 PRASCAK,KEVIN H/E RAIFORD,RUSSELL JR 915 SW 30 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221161590 PRESSION,CHRISTOPHER 3126 SW DIMATTIA ST PORT ST LUCIE FL 34953 PORT ST LUCIE            FL34953
504221161580 ROUILLARD,ROBERT 931 SW 30 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504222160290 830 EDGEWOOD LLC 1457 NE 4 AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33304 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33304
504222160280 MEDOW,STANLEY & JODI MEDOW,MARK J   ETAL 701 N FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH BLVD FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33304 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33304
504221160870 TORRES,SAMUEL H H/E CHEVRESTT,VERONICA 3001 SW 9 AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160890 PLATT,MARCUS J H/E PLATT,MARGARET 900 SW 30 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160900 DONAHUE,STEPHEN H/E MCGOWAN,KATHLEEN 910 SW 30 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160910 JESUS A SANCHEZ TR SANCHEZ,JESUS ANTONIO TRSTEE 920 SW 30 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160920 ROSE,SALLY P 2214 SW 5 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33312 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33312
504222330010 NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY INC FACILITIES MANAGEMENT 3301 COLLEGE AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33314 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33314
504222330020 PUBLIC LAND % CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 100 N ANDREWS AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33301 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33301
504221160860 MARKOVIC,SLAVISA 845 SW 13 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221161240 ACOSTA,ROSA IZAGUIRRE RIVERA,VICTOR HUGO 971 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221161230 SEPI,PATRICK & TRACY 981 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221161220 KESSLER,COLLEEN M 991 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221161210 SMITH,SADIE V EST 1001 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221161200 JESUE,SCOTT THOMAS 1011 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221161190 RIORDAN,C RIORDAN,MARGARITA H 1021 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160850 PETROSKY,MARK 901 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33301 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33301
504221160460 TAL SHIAR PROPERTIES LLC 900 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160470 KESSLER,JOHN R 970 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160480 COWAN,RICHARD K UJUETA,MICHELLE 980 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160490 COATES,LAFON CHARLES III 990 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160500 HEADRICK,BRUCE 1000 SW 31 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160510 JENKINS,ASHLEY 5780 PLANTATION RD PLANTATION FL 33317 PLANTATION               FL33317
504221160450 MALO,MARK O'DONNELL,SUSAN 9187 W SUNRISE BLVD PLANTATION FL 33322 PLANTATION               FL33322
504221160440 DIAZ GUZMAN,AIDA CARMELA H/E QUINTANILLA,WALTER 3121 SW 9 AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160840 FOSSAS,SILVIO 991 SW 32 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160830 FANG,FANG RACHEL 1001 SW 32 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160820 B&V USA GROUP LLC 20533 BISCAYNE BLVD #4‐470 AVENTURA FL 33180 AVENTURA                 FL33180
504221160810 PLECHATY,ERIN O'MALLEY 1021 SW 32 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504221160800 CABRERA,JAVIER 1031 SW 32 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504222000110 CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 100 N ANDREWS AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33301 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33301
504221160430 SUDDEN,TERRI M & JEFFREY 981 SW 32 ST FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33315 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33315
504222160281 STANLEY & JODI MEDOW REV TR MEDOW,STANLEY & JODI TRSTEE PO BOX 81‐4063 HOLLYWOOD FL 33081 HOLLYWOOD                FL33081
504222160282 STANLEY & JODI MEDOW REV TR MEDOW,STANLEY & JODI TRSTEES 701 N FORT LAUDERDALE BEACH BLVD FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33304 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33304
504221161970 PUBLIC LAND % CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 100 N ANDREWS AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33301 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33301
504222160330 PUBLIC LAND % CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 100 N ANDREWS AVE FORT LAUDERDALE FL 33301 FORT LAUDERDALE          FL33301



LEGAL_LINE LEGAL_LI_1
WOODLAWN 11‐28 B LOT 3,4,5 BLK 2
WOODLAWN 11‐28 B LOT 24,25 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 1,2 BLK 4
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 42 BLK 4
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 41 BLK 4
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 40 BLK 4
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 39 BLK 4
WOODLAWN 11‐28 B LOT 5,6 W 15 BLK 3
WOODLAWN 11‐28 B LOTS 1 & 2 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 3,4 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 5,6 E1/2 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 6 W1/2,7 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 8 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 9,10 E1/2 BLK 3
I U O E LOCAL 675 HOLDING CORP 75‐5 B
I U O E LOCAL 675 HOLDING CORP 75‐5 B
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 2 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 42 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 41 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 40 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 39 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 38 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 37 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 1 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 4 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 5 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 6 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 7 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 8 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 9 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 3 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 2 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 42 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 41 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 40 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 39 BLK 2
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 38 BLK 2
22‐50‐42 S1/2 OF SW1/4 OF SW1/4 OF NW1/4
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B LOT 1 BLK 2
WOODLAWN 11‐28 B LOT 3 BLK 3
WOODLAWN 11‐28 B LOT 4 BLK 3
OAK GROVE 27‐16 B STREETS & AVENUES DEDICATED PER
WOODLAWN 11‐28 B ROAD RIGHTS OF WAY AS DEDICATED



Mark Petrosky 
901 SW 31st Street 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315 
 

April 5, 2023 
 
NARRATIVE: 
 
The request for this variance is regarding a storage building in the side yard of the house I bought in 2017.  My 
marital situation forced me to downsize, and this house was built in 1959, when people then didn't have all of the 
conveniences we have today. I knew immediately the closet space, kitchen cabinet space, and laundry facilities were 
insufficient. Along with this issue was space for tools, power equipment, garden tools, family heirlooms and winter 
weather gear. 

I was forced to store items in Coral Springs during the sale of my former house, and after selling the property I 
promptly moved the items to storage in Ft. Lauderdale. This move gave me the opportunity to reduce and liquidate 
many items, keeping only what was necessary. I currently rent a 10' x 10' x 20'  unit at $484.85/month. This is not 
sustainable on my income. I planned to retire from Broward County Aviation Department (BCAD) upon completion 
of this build (March 2023) but I cannot do this with a $5,818.20/year payout for storage. I have no plan "B" and will 
be forced to continue beyond my planned retirement date. 

My goal was to refurbish the interior of my new home to the point where it was livable and then focus on the 
exterior including constructing a suitable storage/workshop. I painted the exterior and installed foundation plantings. 
My next move was to focus on the outbuilding. 

I did what I thought was right and questioned the advisability of such a building with a skilled carpenter and a few 
locals in my neighborhood. I was assured that as long as the building wasn't attached to the existing structure it 
wouldn't be an issue. Also, the consensus of my neighbors was the fact I built over an existing concrete pad and was 
considered as a former "well house pad" it wouldn't be questionable to build on. This was some bad advice from 
some well-meaning people. Another reinforcing factor was as I walked the Edgewood community I observed many 
outbuildings larger than what is specified and at locations inside set backs if not on property lines. One final point to 
be made; when I was working in middle Tennessee installing water features/ornamental ponds, wood decks, 
pergolas, drainage solutions (in ground pipe), irrigation installation, re-grading surface areas to ensure positive 
drainage, complete landscape packages, stone/brick retaining walls and patios I never encountered a request for 
permitting. 

Ignorance of the law or unawareness cannot be pleaded to escape liability as I have and will always continue to live 
by this motto. However, as I navigated myself through these uncharted waters of building codes and regulations I 
found myself completely out of sorts. When the building inspector delivered a stop work order on 01.25.23 and 
informed me any work going forward would be a felony. I have been distraught, out of sorts and literally losing 
sleep over this. Although my plan was to retire soon, I can't jeopardize my security clearance with BCAD and 
Customs clearances. 

I was finally organizing my life by storing my possessions on my property and stopping the hemorrhage of money 
for storage fees. I would no longer need to go out of my way for a tool, or no longer keep multiple 5 gallon buckets 
of tools in my house adding unsightly clutter to my beautiful 1959 renovated bungalow.  
 

 
 



Variance request 47-19.2.EE - Utility and tool sheds, residential districts. 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a side 
yard setback of 1 foot whereas the code allows a minimum setback of 5 feet to the overhang.  A total side 
yard setback reduction of 4 feet. 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a 
maximum side length of 18 feet 3 ½ inches whereas the code allows a maximum side length of 12 feet.  A 
total variance request for an increase of 6 feet 3 ½ inches 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open porch structure to have a 
maximum height of 12 foot 6 1/8 inches whereas the code allows a maximum of 10 feet.  A total variance 
request for an increase in height of 2 feet 6 1/8 inches. 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open structure to have a total area 
of 333 square feet whereas the code allows a maximum of 100 square feet.  A total variance request for an 
increase of 233 square feet. 
 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing Utility and tool shed with an open structure to have a total area 
of 333 square feet whereas the code allows a maximum of 100 square feet.  A total variance request for an 
increase of 233 square feet. 
 
NOTE:  BREAK DOWN BELOW 
 

Area of utility and tool shed 230 square feet 
Area of Porch 103 square feet 
Total area 333 square feet 
Difference in area (request for variance) 233 square feet 

 

Sec. 47-19.1.L.-General Requirements 

• Requesting a variance to allow an existing utility and  tool shed at a height of 12 feet 6 1/8 inches whereas 
the code only permits accessory structures height no greater than principal structure height of 11 feet 1 ½ 
inches.  A total increase in height of 1 foot 4 5/8 inches. 

NOTE:  BREAK DOWN BELOW 

Height of utility and tool shed 12 feet 6 1/8" 
Height of Principle Structure 11 feet 1 1/2" 
Difference 1 foot 4 5/8" 

 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

http://47-19.2.ee/


Mark Petrosky 
Homeowner 
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