
DRAFT 
MEETING MINUTES 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
MARINE ADVISORY BOARD 

THURSDAY, JULY 7, 2022 – 6:00 P.M. 
 
  Cumulative Attendance 
  January-December 2022 
 
Ted Morley, Chair     P  5  1 
Steve Witten, Vice Chair    P  5  1 
Robyn Chiarelli (arr. 6:13)    P  4  2 
Bob Denison       P  4  2 
Barry Flanigan      P  6  0 
Robert Franks     P  3  0 
James Harrison     P  6  0 
Kitty McGowan (arr. 6:03)    P  3  3 
Norbert McLaughlin     P  5  1  
Noelle Norvell     A  4  2 
 
As of this date, there are 10 appointed members to the Board, which means 6 would 
constitute a quorum. 
 
Staff 
Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager 
Sergeant Travis O’Neil, Fort Lauderdale Police Department 
Carla Blair, Recording Secretary, Prototype, Inc. 
 
Communications to City Commission 
 
None. 
 

I. Call to Order / Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:01 p.m. and roll was taken.  
 

II. Approval of Minutes – June 2, 2022 
 
Motion made by Vice Chair Witten, seconded by Mr. Franks, to approve. In a voice 
vote, the motion passed unanimously.  
 

III. Statement of Quorum 
 
It was noted that a quorum was present at the meeting. 
 

IV. Waterway Crime & Boating Safety Report  
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Sergeant Travis O’Neil of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department’s Marine Unit reported 
the following activity from June 2022: 

• 80 waterway calls for service, including five burglaries from vessels 
• 63 citations 
• 1 minor accident 

 
Sgt. O’Neil advised that the burglaries targeted Garmin devices.  
 
Ms. McGowan arrived at 6:03 p.m. 
 
Chair Morley asked if Fort Lauderdale’s Noise Ordinance will apply to vessels on the 
waterway and whether or not the Marine Unit will enforce it. Sgt. O’Neil stated that at 
present, this Ordinance does not include vessels.  
 

V. Dock Permit – 607 Cordova Road / SIPC LLC – Glenn Wright, Mgr.  
 
Michelle Wilson, representing the Applicant, stated that the proposed dock is 
approximately 40 ft. in length and 8 ft. wide. The property owners do not have a boat at 
this time; however, once they have purchased a vessel, the Board will be informed of its 
specifications. County permits have already been acquired.  
 
Chair Morley noted that Items V and VI are both development projects, and the party 
requesting permits will not be the owner of the property once it has been completed. 
Ms. Wilson confirmed that the Applicant was aware that permits cannot be transferred 
from one owner to another.  
 
There being no further questions from the Board at this time, Chair Morley opened the 
public hearing. As there were no individuals wishing to speak on the Item, the Chair 
closed the public hearing and brought the discussion back to the Board.  
 
Chair Morley pointed out that the seawall cannot be penetrated or structures attached to 
it. This would result in loss of permit, as the seawall on Cordova Road is publicly owned 
and intended for flood maintenance. Ms. Wilson confirmed that there are no plans for 
attachment to the seawall. Marcus Buerosse, who is employed by the Applicant, added 
that he also understands the applicable rules and regulations regarding use of the 
seawall, including Ordinances C21-12 and C19-22.  
 
Mr. Flanigan asked if the Board has previously approved a permit for an unfinished 
building. Mr. Cuba stated that a dock may not occupy a property that does not have a 
principal upland structure adjacent to it: the dock can be built once work on the upland 
structure has been permitted. Mr. Buerosse confirmed that construction has begun on 
this property.  
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Motion made by Vice Chair Witten, seconded by Mr. McLaughlin, to approve. In a voice 
vote, the motion passed unanimously.  
 

VI. Dock Permit – 601 Cordova Road / 1550 Ponce de Leon LLC – Glenn 
Wright, Mgr.  

 
Ms. Chiarelli arrived at 6:13 p.m. 
 
Ms. Wilson, representing the Applicant, explained that this request is also for a 40 ft. x 8 
ft. dock.  
 
There being no questions from the Board at this time, Chair Morley opened the public 
hearing. As there were no individuals wishing to speak on the Item, the Chair closed the 
public hearing and brought the discussion back to the Board.  
 
Motion made by Mr. Franks, seconded by Ms. McGowan, to approve. In a voice vote, 
the motion passed unanimously.  
 

VII. Dock Waiver – 777 SW 6th Street – Edwin Kirwin III 
 
John Piotrowski, representing the Applicant, stated that the two properties seeking dock 
waivers, 777 SW 6th Street and 801 SW 6th Street, are adjacent to one another. This 
request is for the installation of four sets of dolphin clusters at 62 ft. from the seawall. 
Any boats docked at the property will be for the owner’s personal use. The Applicant is 
currently in the process of reconstructing the seawall and docks.  
 
Edwin Kirwin, Applicant, explained that his property is located at the widest section of 
the New River. When large boats pass by quickly, their speed creates a significant wake 
that can damage vessels moored nearby, even though the area is a No Wake Zone. 
This is a constant problem that has resulted in over $4000 in damage to his vessels.  
 
Mr. Harrison requested clarification of the size of the Applicant’s boats. Mr. Kirwin 
replied that his two vessels are 42 ft. and 48 ft. Mr. Harrison explained that his concern 
was for the two properties together at 777 SW 6th Street and 801 SW 6th Street, which 
he felt could serve as a marina. Mr. Kirwin advised that the subject property is a family 
home. He owns four properties in the subject area.  
 
Mr. Harrison reiterated his concern with a potential marina, recalling that dolphin pilings 
have previously been requested for other properties owned by the Applicant, with some 
opposition from the surrounding neighborhood. Mr. Piotrowski stated that the footprint of 
the site is not changing aside from the raising and reinforcement of the seawall.  
 
Mr. Harrison explained that there are issues with enforcement of marine regulations in 
the City. The Board has expressed concerns in the past with the docking of larger 
vessels than what was approved for specific properties. Use of private properties as 
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marinas was one other such concern. Mr. Kirwin reiterated that his intent is to protect 
his boats from damage. 
 
Mr. Harrison continued that boatyards and other marine industries are located farther up 
the New River, and emphasized the river’s use as a commercial waterway. He 
expressed concern for large boats passing one another on the waterway. Mr. Kirwin 
noted that his request is made at the same waterway width as a property for which a 
waiver was previously granted.  
 
Mr. Harrison referred to a previous application which the Board had recommended 
against, recalling that the furthest dolphin pilings at that structure were at 49 ft.  He had 
opposed that application due to navigational concerns, although it was ultimately 
approved by the City Commission. Mr. Kirwin stated once again that there is no intent to 
use the property for commercial purposes. 
 
Chair Morley stated that the surrounding neighborhood has reacted “in overwhelming 
negative response” to the Applicant’s request, which is being taken into consideration by 
the Board. Mr. Kirwin repeated that his request is the same as a request made by a 
property across the waterway at the widest point in the river.  
 
A question was asked regarding the ownership of other boats docked at properties 
owned by the Applicant. Mr. Kirwin replied that these boats also belong to family 
members and have been at that location for many years.  
 
Chair Morley stated once again that the Board’s concern was that the requested dock 
and others owned by the Applicant could become equivalent to a commercial marina 
operation within the residential neighborhood, as there are several large vessels that 
could impede navigation. He pointed out that this is a different situation from the 
property across the river, as boats turn from a canal onto the New River near the 
subject location.  
 
Mr. Piotrowski noted that the waiver request is identical to a property across the 
waterway in its distance into the canal, and the Board had voted unanimously to 
approve that request. He cited other nearby properties with different conditions, 
reiterating that the Applicant’s intent is for personal use of the proposed dock.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin observed that commercial vessels often lay over in the subject area 
when waiting for the bridge to open and for incoming boat traffic to pass. He also 
recalled that the Board has approved a number of requests in the past with conditions 
based on the size of the vessels to be docked at those locations, but these conditions 
were often not met.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin concluded that commercial operators do not want to lose any of the 
area in which they lay over. Mr. Kirwin replied that he has seen commercial vessels 
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congregating to the north and west rather than in front of his property. The proposed 
pilings would be located further to the east.  
 
Mr. Piotrowski advised that the subject property differs from the site for which the Board 
had not recommended approval, as that site proposes a more substantial use with 
concrete docks and pilings in a narrower are. The Applicant’s request is for wooden 
dolphin clusters. He also addressed the mention of commercial opposition to the 
Application, pointing out that these operators received notice of tonight’s meeting but 
were not present to oppose the Application.  
 
Mr. Cuba explained that notice of tonight’s meeting was sent to all properties within 300 
ft. of the 777 and 801 SW 6th Street addresses. He received a total of three emailed 
responses stating concern with the Applications, one of which had believed the 
Applications to refer to a property that previously came before the Board for approval. 
He clarified that he does not send notice to all commercial operators unless they have 
requested it. 
 
Chair Morley recalled that the Board had received roughly seven letters, primarily from 
tow boat operators, in opposition to the nearby property not recommended for approval 
by the Board. He felt if they had been aware of the Applications before the Board 
tonight, they would have similarly expressed operation, as he did not recognize a 
substantial difference between the requests. Mr. Piotrowski characterized this as 
speculation, stating that he had also spoken with several tow boat operators, none of 
whom expressed opposition to the previous project or the current Application. Chair 
Morley asserted that this was not correct, stating again that the lack of opposition from 
tow boat operators suggested those individuals were not aware of the Application.  
 
Mr. Franks requested clarification of the legality of renting dock space in the Applicant’s 
zoning district. Mr. Cuba replied that the Applicant’s zoning is RD-15, which may permit 
the renting of slips, and that he would look into. Mr. Piotrowski stated again that while 
this may be permitted, it is not the Applicant’s intention.  
 
Mr. Harrison asked if the Applicant had considered widening the slips at his dock to 
prevent damage to his boats. Mr. Kirwin replied that the existing slips at the 801 SW 6th 
Street property are being widened. He noted that the proposed dolphin pilings are not 
within the normal navigable channel of the river, and that speeding and/or large boats 
create damaging wakes.  
 
Mr. Harrison requested clarification of the greatest depth of the river in front of the 
Applicant’s property. Mr. Kirwin stated that this depth is approximately 150 ft. into the 
middle of the New River. Mr. Harrison commented that there are deep and shallow 
areas within a river, which change from one side of the waterway to the other. Mr. Kirwin 
added that the river is shallower near his property and the current is less strong.  
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Vice Chair Witten observed that he has not seen a substantive change in boat traffic on 
the river, and asked what change has necessitated the Applicant’s request. Mr. Kirwin 
explained that his daughter purchased the property at 801 SW 6th Street roughly three 
years ago and work is underway at the seawall on her property. A contractor would be 
brought in to do all the work on the two properties at once rather than in a piecemeal 
fashion. He pointed out that most of the surrounding properties have newer seawalls, 
and it is his wish to improve his property as well.  
 
Vice Chair Witten explained that although previous similar applications may have been 
approved by the Board, conditions may change over time. He also requested 
clarification of whether or not the Board is considering the two waivers for 777 and 801 
SW 6th Street separately or together. Mr. Cuba clarified that the two Applications are 
separate from one another.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin asserted that he would be more comfortable if the Applicant had support 
from the marine industry, as he wished to emphasize the river’s importance as a 
commercial waterway. He did not believe commercial operators were aware of the 
Applications before the Board at tonight’s meeting.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin also suggested that notice be sent in the future to commercial 
operations that could be affected by structures on the New River. He asked if it would 
be possible for those entities to request notice. Mr. Cuba explained that the Marine 
Advisory Board’s (MAB’s) Agenda is mailed to several homeowners’ associations as 
well as to the Marine Industries Association of South Florida (MIASF). He recalled that 
with the recent application denied by the Board, those entities had provided significant 
opposition and had asked to be kept apprised of developments regarding that property, 
which he had done.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin stated that he felt “the system is not working” if tow boat and other 
commercial operators had not been notified, citing marine industries on the New River 
which had indicated to him that they were not aware of the Applications before the 
Board tonight. Mr. Cuba pointed out that he does not provide notice to every operator. 
 
Mr. Piotrowski noted that he has seen notice forwarded from MIASF, of which most tow 
boat operators are members, to tow boat captains. He pointed out that he is a member 
of this association and has received forwarded notices in this manner. He felt this meant 
it was probable that MIASF members had seen tonight’s Agenda. Mr. Harrison noted 
that MIASF members are provided with MAB meeting Agendas rather than detailed 
information.  
 
Mr. Harrison advised that he would be more comfortable with the Application if the 
dolphin clusters were limited to the same distance into the waterway as that previous 
application, and if the slips at the subject property were widened, which he felt would 
improve the safety of vessels docked there.  
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Mr. Piotrowski observed that the previous project discussed tonight was separate from 
the Applications. He pointed out, however, that the dolphin piles’ proposed distance is 
exactly the same as that of another property across the waterway, which was 
unanimously approved by the Board. He requested clarification of the difference 
between these two projects.  
 
Chair Morley addressed this question, noting that one significant difference between the 
Application and the property across the waterway is the alignment to the bridge span. 
He noted that from a navigational standpoint, the property across the waterway does 
not enter into a “swing area” used by boats lining up to pass beneath the bridge, while 
the Applicant’s property is within this area.  
 
Chair Morley continued that the Board’s concerns are with the issues facing not only the 
Applicant, but with neighbors and commercial marine operations on the New River, as 
well as overall public safety. He added that the Board’s membership represents 
decades of different types of marine industry expertise, which may not be widely known 
to recreational boaters.  
 
Chair Morley asked if the Applicant wished to withdraw the Application to consider some 
of the changes Mr. Harrison had proposed, or if he wished to continue toward a vote at 
tonight’s meeting. Mr. Kirwin requested additional clarification of the navigational hazard 
to which the Chair had referred. Chair Morley explained that the subject property is 
located on a curve in the river, near which outbound larger vessels, including tow boats, 
must align themselves to pass beneath the clear span opening of the bridge. Mr. Kirwin 
advised that boats do not make this turn in front of his property: they are still moving 
straight when they pass his home. He identified the point of alignment to which the 
Chair had referred as lying “east of our property.” He reiterated that his home lies at the 
widest point of the waterway.  
 
Chair Morley replied that vessels are being passed in the portion of the river on which 
Mr. Kirwin’s property is located. Mr. Kirwin asserted that vessels regularly pass each 
other in this area with no problem.  
 
Mr. Flanigan stated that the U.S. Coast Guard has identified the New River as a 
commercial river “more so than a pleasure river.” He pointed out that there is greater 
activity on the New River from large vessels being serviced by marine industries, and 
stated that this increased activity should be protected. He suggested that it might be 
possible to restrict the length of boats to be docked in the subject area, or to move the 
proposed pilings back by a few feet.  
 
Mr. Franks commented that barges are required for any type of construction upriver, and 
that barges require additional room to maneuver. He also noted that there must be 
places on the river where vessels can safely pass one another, which may be near the 
Applicant’s property and would be affected by the proposed dolphin pilings. Mr. Franks 
concluded that he did not see how placing pilings further out into the waterway would 
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prevent damage to vessels, and agreed that widening the slip could be more useful in 
protecting the Applicant’s boats.  
 
Mr. Kirwin explained that there is no way to secure the bows of his boats when they are 
hit by a wake. He likened this difficulty to securing a 50 ft. boat at a 25 ft. dock. He 
stated again that the subject property is a family home and not a marina. Mr. Piotrowski 
added that the proposal is for a cluster of three piles: the existing configuration includes 
older single dolphin piles, which are less strong.  
 
There being no further questions from the Board at this time, Chair Morley opened the 
public hearing. As there were no individuals wishing to speak on the Item, the Chair 
closed the public hearing and brought the discussion back to the Board.  
 
Motion made by Vice Chair Witten, seconded by Mr. Harrison, to deny. In a roll call 
vote, the motion passed unanimously (9-0).  
 
Chair Morley observed that the Applicant may wish to address concerns regarding 
commercial river traffic in front of the Applicant’s property so the Item would have 
support from commercial operators if it came back before the Board at a later date. He 
recalled that at least one Board member had indicated he would be supportive of the 
issue if tow boat and other commercial operators agreed the proposal would not 
constitute a risk to their operations. He also wished to hear additional input from marine 
industries.  
 
Mr. Cuba advised that he would speak with the Applicant regarding whether or not he 
wished the Application to proceed to the City Commission with a recommendation of 
denial from the Board.  
 
Mr. Harrison stated that a colleague at MIASF had contacted him during the meeting to 
indicate that organization had not received tonight’s meeting Agenda, nor had they 
received other notice of the Application.  
 

VIII. Dock Waiver – 801 SW 6th Street – Christina Kirwin 
 
Mr. Piotrowski, representing the Applicant, advised that his presentation would be the 
same for this property as for 777 SW 6th Street. The two properties are aligned and 
adjacent.  
 
Chair Morley asked if the Applicant had a slide or measurement showing the setback 
from the parcel of land to a peninsula that extends into the New River. Mr. Piotrowski 
referred the Board to a slide showing survey information. It was clarified that Google 
Earth shows the width of the waterway at 310 ft. from the subject parcel and 160 ft. from 
the peninsula across the waterway.  
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Mr. Harrison stated that his concerns for this parcel would be the same as for 777 SW 
6th Street, as the issue is distance, as well as the possibility of placing very large boats 
on the property.  
 
Mr. McLaughlin commented that small boats coming from the mouth of the Tarpon River 
would have to go out further into the New River to turn and move east if pilings were 
constructed on the subject property. He recalled that this had been cited as an objection 
to a previous application that had come before the Board. Chair Morley added that one 
of the emails received in opposition to the Application had raised this concern.  
 
Mr. Piotrowski reviewed the letter of opposition, stating that the property to which the 
letter had referred was “130 ft. away” and should not be an issue.  
 
There being no further questions from the Board at this time, Chair Morley opened the 
public hearing. As there were no individuals wishing to speak on the Item, the Chair 
closed the public hearing and brought the discussion back to the Board.  
 
Motion made by Chair Morley, seconded by Ms. Chiarelli, to approve. In a roll call vote, 
the motion failed 1-6 (Chair Morley, Vice Chair Witten, Mr. Denison, Mr. Graves, Mr. 
Harrison, and Mr. McLaughlin dissenting). (Mr. Flanigan and Ms. McGowan were not 
present for the vote.) 
 
Mr. Cuba advised that he would work with the Applicant to determine how they wished 
to proceed.   
 

IX. Old / New Business 
 
Mr. Franks recalled that at the June 2, 2022 meeting, a member of the public had 
addressed the Board to report that his fuel barge was having difficulty finding a place to 
dock. He expressed concern for dockage of commercial boats, noting that in the past 
month, charter boats have been asked to move from the south side to the north side of 
the Bahia Mar marina. Mr. Franks concluded that many charter boats have not 
purchased their own properties and have had limited involvement in the marine industry. 
 
Mr. McLaughlin added that the New River has narrowed over the last 10 years, which 
means there is less space in which larger boats can maneuver. He also stated his 
concern for the Riviera Isles area, noting that some pilings in this location may extend 
further than 30% into the canal. This creates difficulty for barges and other commercial 
vessels working in that area.  
 
Vice Chair Witten stated that the Board is aware of the economic impact that 
commercial boating brings to the New River. He felt they are addressing waiver 
applications more strictly due to their concern for the marine industry.  
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Chair Morley recalled that an application that might have been approved easily in the 
past may not be approved by the Board at present due to changing conditions. He 
agreed that the New River is becoming smaller, and added that the logic applied to an 
application in the past may not be applicable now. He noted that there may be clashes 
between commercial industry and recreational boating on the New River, which makes it 
more difficult to evaluate waiver and permit requests.  
 
Ms. McGowan commented that while the Board may come to a consensus based on 
safety issues as well as marine knowledge, it is not always possible to ensure that their 
views are represented before the City Commission. She emphasized the importance of 
making sure a representative of the Board is present when an application moves 
forward.  
 
Chair Morley requested that Mr. Cuba inform the Board of when the applications heard 
at tonight’s meeting will go before the City Commission for a vote so the Board can 
ensure there is a presence at that Commission meeting. Mr. Cuba noted that three dock 
permits are on the Commission’s Consent Agenda on August 16, 2022. The two dock 
permits approved at tonight’s meeting would be heard at the Commission meeting of 
September 6, 2022. He was not certain of whether or not the applicants for the dock 
waivers denied at tonight’s Board meeting would wish to move forward to the City 
Commission. 
 
Chair Morley asked what might be a path forward for the applicants denied at tonight’s 
meeting if they choose not to proceed to the City Commission level. Mr. Cuba replied 
that the applicants may come back before the Board with different plans.  
 
Ms. McGowan asked if any updates are available regarding the Board’s concerns with 
the SALT7 restaurant. Mr. Cuba stated that boats will not be docked at that site, 
although alternative sites may be identified for dockage. Ms. McGowan noted that there 
is no signage on that property.  
 
Ms. McGowan recalled that the SALT7 property had applied to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for a new permit, which took the issue out of the City’s hands. She added 
that some Board members had sent letters to the Army Corps expressing concern with 
this possibility, but have not heard a response.  
 
Chair Morley observed that there had also been a potential issue with the number of 
boat slips within Broward County. Mr. Luscomb replied that the southern zone of 
Broward County has no more dock slips to allocate at this time. This issue depends 
upon how the County views the proposed pier: if it is a separate facility, it might be 
allocated four slips without a marine facility operating license, as the definition of marine 
facility refers to five or more slips.  
 
Ms. McGowan recalled that the area in question was originally considered a walkway 
rather than a dock. Mr. Luscomb advised that the entity is seeking to amend its permit. 
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Mr. McLaughlin stated that the original permit had included a railing, and pointed out 
that it is unlikely the facility can obtain a Certificate of Occupancy (CO) unless a railing 
has been constructed.  
 

X. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:58 p.m.  
 
Any written public comments made 48 hours prior to the meeting regarding items 
discussed during the proceedings have been attached hereto. 
 
[Minutes prepared by K. McGuire, Prototype, Inc.] 



  ITEM VII 
 
MEMORANDUM MF NO. 22-11 
 
 
DATE:  June 15, 2022 
 
TO:  Marine Advisory Board Members  
 
FROM:  Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager 
 
RE: September 1, 2022 MAB Meeting - Dock Waiver of Distance Limitations – Richard 

Peacey and Katalin Van Den Hurk/ 2631 NE 12th Street  
 
Attached for your review is a revised application from Richard Peacey & Katalin Van Den Hurk, 
2631 NE 12th Street. 
 
APPLICATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
The applicant is requesting approval for the installation of three (3) triple pile mooring 
clusters. The proposed pile clusters encroach more than 25’ from the property line into the 
adjacent Seminole Lake, requiring a Dock Waiver of Distance Limitations, as summarized 
in Table 1 below: 

 
TABLE 1 

PROPOSED STRUCTURES  STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE FROM 
PROPERTY LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

AMOUNT OF 
DISTANCE 

REQUIRING 
WAIVER 

Triple Pile Cluster +/- 48.8’ 25’ +/- 23.8’ 
Triple Pile Cluster +/- 48.8’ 25’ +/- 23.8’ 
Triple Pile Cluster +/- 48.8’ 25’ +/- 23.8’ 

 
 
The City’s Unified Land and Development Regulations (UDLR) Sec. 47-19.3.D. limits the distance 
of mooring piles to 25’ or 30% of the width of the waterway, whichever is less, from the property 
line. Section 47-19.3.E authorizes the City Commission to waive that limitation based on a finding 
of extraordinary circumstances. The applicant indicates that the proposed mooring piling clusters 
are necessary for safely mooring resident’s vessels especially during high winds and severe 
weather. 
 
PROPERTY LOCATION AND ZONING 
 
The property is located within the RS 4.4 Residential Single Family / Low Density  District, resulting 
in a 10 foot vessel side yard setback.  It is situated on the southern shore of Seminole Lake where 
the width of the waterway from  wet face to wet face is +/- 500 feet, according to the Summary 
Description.  
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DOCK PLAN AND BOATING SAFETY 
 
Marine Facilities’ records reflect there have been thirteen (13) Waivers of Limitation approved by 
the City Commission within close proximity to 2631 NE 12th Street (Table 2). 
       

TABLE 2 
DATE ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 
1979 1280 Seminole Drive 42’ 
1980 1224 Seminole Drive 40’ 
1984 1224 Seminole Drive 51’ 
1985 1240 Seminole Drive 46’ 
1990 2701 East Sunrise Blvd 487.4’ 
1990 2800 Yacht Club Blvd 120’ 
1994 1256 Seminole Drive 33’ 
1995 1272 Seminole Drive 40’ 
2009 1256 Seminole Drive 58’ 
2009 1224 Seminole Drive 50’ 
2011 1200 Seminole Drive 50’ 
2013 1100/1120 Seminole Drive 54.7’ 
2021 1207 Seminole Drive 48.8’ 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Should the Marine Advisory recommend approval of the application, the resolution under 
consideration by the City Commission should include at least the following as prescribed in the 
ULDR and City Code of Ordinances: 
 
 
1. The applicant is required to comply with all applicable building and zoning regulations as 

well as any other Federal and State laws and permitting requirements including the 
Broward County Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department, the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 
2. As a general condition of approval and in order to review for final consistency with 

construction of facilities in accord with this application and City building permits the 
applicant is required to provide the City’s Marine Facilities Supervisor with copies of “As 
Built” drawings from a certified and licensed contractor. 
 

3. The applicant is required to install and affix reflector tape to the proposed mooring piles 
in accord with Section 47.19.3.E of the Unified Land and Development Regulations 
(ULDR). 

 
AC 
Attachment 
 
cc:   
Enrique Sanchez, Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation  
Jon Luscomb, Marine Facilities Supervisor 
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EXHIBIT II 
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
 
 
 
 
Summary Description 
2631 NE 12th Street 
The project site is located on Seminole Lake , 2631 NE 12th street, Fort Lauderdale Florida, 
33304. Lot 31, BEACH WAY HEIGHTS UNIT B according to the Plat book 25 , page 27, of the Public 
Records of Broward County, Florida. It is situated on the southern shore of Seminole Lake where the 
width of the waterway from wet face to wet face is +/- 500 feet, according to the Summary Description 
provided in Exhibit 1.The nearest directconnection to the Atlantic Ocean is approximately 3 miles 
to the southeast at the Port Everglades Inlet. As the project site is located along the New River, 
the incoming tidal waters (flood) at the site move to the west and the outgoing waters (ebb) 
move to the east. 
 
The project site consists of an existing refurbished 75 ft coral block wall and new composite 
dock with a 15ft finger pier and three triple cluster mooring pilings at 20’ from the property 
line.  
The proposed project consists of adding three triple cluster mooring pilings at 48.8’ in line with 
the current mooring pilings just 23.8’ further out. As these distances are over the allowable 25’ 
distance into the waterway from the property line, the proposed mooring piles will require a 
variance waiver. 
The following four (3) matters provide justification for this waiver request: 
1. All structures and piles will not exceed 30% of the width of the waterway. 
2. Due to the extraordinary width of the waterway at this location from wetface to 
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wetface (+/- 500 feet) the proposed project will not impede navigation within Seminole Lake. 
3. The proposed structures are necessary for safely mooring resident’s vessels, 
especially during high wind events and severe weather. 
 
 

PROPOSED 
STRUCTURES 

STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE FROM 
PROPERTY LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

AMOUNT OF 
DISTANCE 
REQUIRING 
WAIVER 

Mooring Pile 48.8’ 25’ 23.8’ 
Mooring Pile 48.8’ 25’ 23.8’ 
Mooring Pile 48.8’ 25’ 23.8’ 
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Warranty Deed 
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ORIGINAL SURVEY 
 

 
 
 
 



2631 NE 12th Street 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 

 
 
 
Zoning Arial 

 
 
 



2631 NE 12th Street 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 

 
Project Plans 

 
 

 



2631 NE 12th Street 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 

 
 

Photo’s 
 

 



2631 NE 12th Street 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2631 NE 12th Street 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2631 NE 12th Street 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2631 NE 12th Street 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2631 NE 12th Street 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 

 
 

 
 



Sec. 47-19.3. - Boat slips, docks, boat davits, hoists and similar mooring structures.  

(a)  The following words when used in this section shall, for the purposes of this section, have the 
following meaning:  

(1)  Mooring device means a subset of mooring structures as defined herein including boat davits, 
hoists, boat lifts and similar devices that are erected on or adjacent to a seawall or dock and 
upon which a vessel can be moored. A mooring device does not include docks, slips, seawall or 
mooring pile.  

(2)  Mooring structure means a dock, slip, seawall, boat davit, hoist, boat lift, mooring pile or a 
similar structure attached to land more or less permanently to which a vessel can be moored.  

(3)  NGVD 29 or the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 means the vertical control datum 
established for vertical control surveying in the United States of America by the General 
Adjustment of 1929. The datum is used to measure elevation or altitude above, and depression 
or depth below, mean sea level (MSL).  

(4)  NAVD88 or the North American Vertical Datum means the vertical control datum of orthometric 
height established for vertical control surveying in the United States of America based upon the 
General Adjustment of the North American Datum of 1988.  

(5)  Seawall means vertical or near vertical structures placed between an upland area and a 
waterway. For the purposes of Section 47-19.3(f), rip rap is not considered a seawall.  

(6)  Rip rap means a foundation of unconsolidated boulders, stone, concrete or similar materials 
placed on or near a shoreline to mitigate wave impacts and prevent erosion.  

(b)  Boat davits, hoists and similar mooring devices may be erected on a seawall or dock subject to the 
following limitations on the number and location as follows:  

(1)  Except as provided herein, only one (1) mooring device per the first one hundred (100) feet of 
lot width or portion thereof, and one mooring device for each additional one hundred (100) feet 
of lot width. A second mooring device may be permitted within the lot area greater than one 
hundred (100) feet but less than two hundred (200) feet if approved as a Site Plan Level II 
permit, subject to the following criteria:  

a.  The location of the proposed mooring device will not interfere with the view from adjacent 
properties to a degree greater than the intrusion already permitted as a result of the 
berthing of a vessel at applicant's property within the setback and extension limitations 
provided in the Code.  

b.  The type of mooring device is the least intrusive and most compatible with the view from 
the waterway.  

c.  No conflict with a neighboring property owner's usage of the waterway will be created as a 
result of the additional mooring device.  

Pursuant to Site Plan Level II review, the development review committee ("DRC") shall 
determine whether the proposed additional mooring device meets the criteria based on its 
location and the relationship of applicant's property to abutting properties with regard to height, 
angle of view of the device from abutting properties and the height, width and length of the 
mooring device proposed.  

Approval of a Site Plan Level II development permit for an additional mooring device shall not 
be final until thirty (30) days after preliminary DRC approval and then only if no motion is 
approved by the City Commission seeking to review the application pursuant to the process 
provided in Section 47-26. The denial of an application for an additional mooring device may be 
appealed to the City Commission in accordance with the provisions of Section 47-26.  



(2)  In addition to the mooring device described in paragraph (b)(1) of this section, one (1) lift 
designed and used solely for the lifting of a personal watercraft (PWC) per development site is 
permitted. For purposes of this subsection (2) a PWC is as defined in F.S. Ch. 327.  

(3)  The cross section of the davit, hoist or other mooring device shall not exceed one (1) square 
foot and have a maximum height of six and one-half (6½) feet above lot grade.  

(4)  The lowest appendage of a vessel may not be hoisted greater than one (1) foot above a 
seawall cap or if no seawall, above the average grade of the upland property and properties 
abutting either side of the upland property, whichever is less.  

(c)  No boat slips, docks, boat davits, hoists, and similar mooring structures not including mooring or 
dolphin piles or a seawall, may be constructed by any owner of any lot unless a principal building 
exists on such lot and such lot abuts a waterway. Mooring structures, not including mooring or 
dolphin piles, shall not extend into the waterway more than twenty-five (25) percent of the width of 
the waterway or twenty-five (25) feet whichever is less as measured from the property line.  

(d)  Mooring or dolphin piles, shall not be permitted to extend more than thirty (30) percent of the width 
of the waterway, or twenty-five (25) feet beyond the property line, whichever is less.  

(e)  The City Commission may waive the limitations of Sections 47-19.3.(c), 47-19.3.(d) and 47-
39.A.1.b.(12).(a) and 47-39.A.1.b.(12).(b) under extraordinary circumstances, provided permits from 
all governmental agencies, as required, are obtained after approval of the City Commission, after a 
public hearing and notification to property owners within three hundred (300) feet. In no event shall 
the extension exceed thirty (30) percent of the width of the waterway and no variance may be 
approved by the Board of Adjustment or other agency permitting an extension beyond the thirty 
percent (30%) limitation. Reflector tape shall be affixed to and continually maintained on all mooring 
or dolphin piles authorized under this subsection to extend beyond the limitations provided in 
subsection (d). The reflector tape must be formulated for marine use and be in one (1) of the 
following uniform colors: international orange or iridescent silver. On all such piles, the reflector tape 
shall be at least five (5) inches wide and within eighteen (18) inches of the top of the pile.  

(f)  The top surface of a seawall shall have a minimum elevation of 3.9 feet NAVD88 (see table). The 
elevation of a seawall or dock shall not exceed a maximum of the base flood elevation (BFE) as 
identified in the corresponding FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for the property, except as 
specifically set forth herein. For properties with a BFE of 4.0 feet NAVD88, the minimum seawall 
elevation shall meet 3.9 feet NAVD88 and the maximum seawall or dock elevation shall be 5.0 feet 
NAVD88. For waterfront properties with a habitable finished floor elevation of less than 3.9 feet 
NAVD88, a seawall may be constructed at less than the stated minimum elevation if a waiver is 
granted by the City Engineer. For properties within an X zone, the minimum seawall elevation shall 
meet 3.9 feet NAVD88 and the maximum seawall or dock elevation shall meet the definition of grade 
as determined by subsection 47-2.2 (g)(1)(a). The maximum height of related structures attached to 
a seawall shall not exceed the elevation of the seawall to which the structure is attached. In the 
event of a conflict between subsection 47-19.5.B.Table 1, Note G: subsection 1.a.ii. and the 
requirements of this section, this section shall govern. Property owners choosing to construct 
seawalls at less than 5.0 feet NAVD88 are strongly encouraged to have the foundation designed to 
accommodate a future seawall height extension up to a minimum elevation of 5.0 feet NAVD88.  

Property's FEMA  
Flood Insurance Rate Map  

Location  

Minimum  
Allowable  

Seawall  
Elevation  

Maximum Allowable  
Seawall or Dock Elevation  

In a floodplain with a base flood  
elevation greater than or  

3.9 feet NAVD88  
Base flood elevation  

of the property  



equal to 5.0 feet NAVD88  

In a floodplain with a base flood  
elevation equal to  
4.0 feet NAVD88  

3.9 feet NAVD88  5 feet NAVD88  

In an X zone,  
not in a floodplain  

3.9 feet NAVD88  
Meet the definition of grade  

as determined by  
Section 47-2.2(g)(1)(a)  

  

(1)  Seawalls must be designed and built in a substantially impermeable manner to prevent tidal 
waters from flowing through the seawall while still allowing for the release of hydrostatic 
pressure from the upland direction.  

(2)  Fixed docks may be constructed at an elevation less than the elevation of the seawall to which 
it is attached but shall not be constructed at an elevation more than ten (10) inches above the 
seawall's elevation. The dock elevation may not exceed the maximum elevation as described in 
subsection (f) of this section. Floating docks shall be allowed and must be permitted and 
permanently attached to a marginal dock, finger pier, mooring pilings, or seawall.  

(3)  Seawall improvements constituting substantial repair at the time of permit application shall 
meet the minimum elevation and consider the design recommendations (see subsection (f) 
above) for the continuous seawall for the length of the property. For the purposes of this 
section, the substantial repair threshold shall mean the following:  

(i)  Any improvement to the seawall of more than fifty percent (50%) of the length of the 
structure, which for the purposes of this section, shall include both the seawall and cap; or  

(ii)  Any improvement to the seawall which results in an elevation change along more than fifty 
percent (50%) of the length of the structure.  

(4)  All property owners must maintain their seawalls in good repair. A seawall is presumed to be in 
disrepair if it allows for upland erosion, transfer of material through the seawall or allows tidal 
waters to flow unimpeded through the seawall to adjacent properties or public right-of-way. 
Property owners failing to maintain their seawalls may be cited. The owner of the property on 
which the seawall is constructed is required to initiate a process, including but not limited to 
hiring a contractor or submitting a building permit, and be able to demonstrate progress toward 
repairing the cited defect within sixty (60) days of receiving notice from the city and complete 
the repair within three hundred sixty-five (365) days of citation. If the required repair meets the 
substantial repair threshold, the property owner shall design, permit, and construct the seawall 
to meet the minimum elevation requirement and design requirement (see subsection 47-19.3(f)) 
within three hundred sixty-five (365) days of citation.  

(5)  Property owners with seawalls below the minimum elevation, or permeable erosion barriers 
such as rip rap, or a land/water interface of another nature shall not allow tidal waters entering 
their property to impact adjacent properties or public rights-of-way. Property owners failing to 
prevent tidal waters from flowing overland and leaving their property may be cited. The owner of 
the property is required to initiate a process, including but not limited to, hiring a contractor or 
submitting a building permit, and be able to demonstrate progress toward addressing the cited 
concern within sixty (60) days of receiving notice from the city and complete the proposed 
remedy within three hundred sixty-five (365) days of citation.  



(g)  No boathouse, permanent covering, or temporary covering for a boat shall be permitted within the 
setback area required for the zoning district in which such shelter is to be located, nor shall any 
boathouse, permanent covering or temporary covering for a boat, or any other structure not 
otherwise specifically permitted, be permitted within or cover any public waterway.  

(h)  No watercraft shall be docked or anchored adjacent to residential property in such a position that 
causes it to extend beyond the side setback lines required for principal buildings on such property, 
as extended into the waterway, or is of such length that when docked or anchored adjacent to such 
property, the watercraft extends beyond such side setback lines as extended into the waterway. The 
owner of real property which would be entitled to the density limitation of a maximum of forty (40) 
units per acre pursuant to the terms for habitation of floating homes or vessels, Section 47-19.6, may 
apply for an exception to the setback requirements contained herein. An application for such 
exception shall be heard by the Planning and Zoning Board (board) at a public hearing called for that 
purpose. After the public hearing, the board shall make a recommendation to the City Commission 
that the application be granted or denied, or granted subject to conditions. If the board recommends 
that the application be either granted or granted subject to conditions, the City Clerk shall place the 
recommendation on the agenda of the City Commission for a public hearing at a regular meeting. 
The City Commission shall, by resolution, either grant the application, deny the application, or grant 
the application subject to such conditions as it finds necessary to the health, safety and general 
welfare of the citizens of the city. In deciding whether to grant or deny the application, the City 
Commission shall consider the neighborhood within which the applicant's property lies and the effect 
that the exception to the setbacks would have on the following:  

(1)  The surrounding property.  

(2)  The ability of adjacent property owners to enjoy abutting waterways.  

(i)  Waiver of limitations. Property owners of lands located on the Isle of Venice and Hendricks Isle may 
dock or anchor watercraft adjacent to their respective properties in a manner which extends beyond 
side setback lines, required by this section as approved by Resolution No. 85-270.  

(Ord. No. C-97-19, § 1(47-19.3), 6-18-97; Ord. No. C-04-2, § 4, 1-12-04; Ord. No. C-10-44, § 2, 
12-7-10 ; Ord. No. C-13-18, § 2, 6-4-13 ; Ord. No. C-16-13 , § 1, 6-21-16; Ord. No. C-16-27 , § 1, 12-
6-16)  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=559847&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=559847&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=599055&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=778718&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=803182&datasource=ordbank


   ITEM VIII 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM NO. MF 22-15 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  August 17, 2022 
 
TO:  Marine Advisory Board Members  
 
FROM:  Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager 
 
RE: September 1, 2022 MAB Meeting – Application – Water Taxi License – Staying Afloat Party 

Boat LLC 
 
 
Attached for your review is an application for a Water Taxi License submitted by Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC. 
The City Code of Ordinances, Section 8-146.1 (attached), speaks to requirements prior to Marine Advisory 
Board review. To summarize: 
 

1. Name, address, and contact information of potential operator. 
2. Description of vessels, with Florida registration and Coast Guard Certificate of Inspection 
3. List of captains with employment histories and copies of USCG licenses 
4. Storage location of vessels 
5. Method of dispatch 
6. Certificate of City approved insurance policy 

 
Staff has reviewed the attached application and determined that it meets the minimum criteria currently set 
forth by Section 8-146.1 of the Code.  
 
 
AC 
 
Attachment 
cc: Enrique Sanchez, Parks and Recreation Deputy Director 
 Jonathan Luscomb, Marine Facilities Supervisor 
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City of Fort Lauderdale 

Marine Facilities 

2 South New River Drive East 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

Application for Water Taxi License 

September 1st, 2022 

 

I. Business Profile 

Name: Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC 

EIN #: 82-3193046 

Business Address: 1314 E. Las Olas Blvd., Suite 9, Fort Lauderdale FL, 33301 

Business Telephone: 708.986.1926 

Direct Phone (Andrew Cohen): 954.258.0351 

Authorized Persons: Andrew Cohen and Michael McClay 

Title Authorized Representative: 

Oppenheim, Roy 

2500 Weston Rd. 

Suite 209 

Weston, FL 33331 
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Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC 

Water Taxi Application- Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Exhibit 1 

September 1st, 2022 

 

Exhibits Index 

 

I. Operation Narrative       Page 3 

II. Description of Proposed Vessels      Page 5-7 

III. List of Certified Captains      Page 9-13 

IV. Storage Information       Page 14 

V. Dispatch Information       Page 14 

VI. Insurance        Page 14 

VII. Business Tax        Page 14 

VIII. Supporting Documents       Page 15-18 
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Operation Narrative: 

Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC is requesting a new water taxi license from the City of Fort Lauderdale to 

offer modern boat services upon the waterways. This operation will utilize a fully certified and properly 

insured vessel as required by City Code 8-146.1. Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC has employed highly 

skilled USCG captains and crew that are members of the US Coast Guard approved drug consortium, 

APCA.  

The vessel is fantastic for the proposed uses because the layout allows for bow loading, side loading, 

and a safe platform for guests to enjoy the sights. There is ample seating, with the front half open air 

and back half covered. This small passenger vessel, Teal Titan, holds a current Certificate of Inspections 

(COI) issued by the United States Coast Guard (USCG) and is regularly maintained to uphold USCG 

standards. While Teal Titan has a stability letter and is rated for 100 passengers, the vessel will be 

capped at 80 passengers, to allow for comfortability. The vessel can easily access current water taxi 

stops throughout the city and will not require any new stops or novel features to be added. It is 

equipped with two outboard engines that enable maneuverability and power. The operation will start 

with one vessel and eventually expand as demand allows, with the City’s prior approval. 

Our company has held tour operations in Fort Lauderdale since 2017 and is built on the mission of 

showing people the most fun on the water. With a 5-star rating across every platforms, we seek to carry 

on sharing the City’s beautiful waterways with tourists and locals alike. Our trips showcase the 

wonderful parts of this city that can now be enjoyed in a fun and convenient method. This operation will 

be different from our normal in that it focuses the transportation of people. The vessel, Teal Titan will 

still be utilized for Staying Afloat Party Boat tour operations, while also being used as a Water Taxi. Our 

current companies acquire most customers through online methods, so we are not expecting much walk 

up traffic. The operation will consist a route from S. Andrews Ave, at the current water taxi stop in front 

of The Wharf to 300 Las Olas Circle, the current water taxi stop west of the Las Olas Parking Garage. 

Passengers will be able to purchase one-way tickets, round trip tickets, and all day tickets. 
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Aerial Photos of Proposed Stops 
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II. Description of Proposed Vessels 

Vessel Name: Teal Titan 

Overall Length: 65 feet 

Beam: 16 feet 

Draft: 3.5 feet 

Coast Guard Passenger Rating: 100 + 2 crew 
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7 
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III. List of Captains 

 

1. Captain Andrew Cohen, USCG Master 200 Ton 

2881 NE 33rd Ct., #8H, Fort Lauderdale FL 33306 

954.258.0351, andrew.cohen08@yahoo.com 

Employment History : 

Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC    July, 2017 – Present 

Private Vessels      2013-2017 

Navy Marine Mammal Program    2011-2013 

2. Captain Harrison Reiter, USCG Master 100 Ton 

766 SE Whitmore Drive, Port Saint Lucie, FL 34984 

772.777.5043, hreiter772@gmail.com 

Employment History: 

Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC    April, 2021 – Present 

TowBoatUS Ft. Lauderdale    March, 2020 – April, 2021 

Private Yacht Captain, 52’ Betram   December, 2019 – March, 2020 

Bachelor Degree, Florida Atlantic University  completed December 2019  

3. Captain Ross Lande, USCG Master 25 Ton 

561.504.1740, lande8912@gmail.com 

Employment History: 

Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC    May, 2018 – Present 

Sustainable Performance Solutions   June, 2013 - Present 

4. Captain Erik Gureckis, USCG Master 100 Ton 

954.826.0847, Egureckis@yahoo.com 

Employment History: 

Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC     May, 2022 – Present 

Independent Captain     January, 2021 – May, 2022 

Boat Valet for Intracoastal Parking   June, 2017 – January, 2021 

5. Captain Chris Cowan, USCG Master 100 Ton 

256.343.2132, Chris_cowan25@hotmail.com 

Employment History: 

Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC    March, 2020 – Present 

M/Y Tireless      2019 - 2020   

Best Boat Club      2020   

Sea Experience      June, 2018 – Present 

 

 

mailto:hreiter772@gmail.com
mailto:lande8912@gmail.com
mailto:Egureckis@yahoo.com
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6. Captain Michael McClay, USCG Master 50 ton 

815.757.1285, mjmccla@gmail.com 

Employment History: 

Staying Afloat Party Boat LLC    July, 2017 – Present 

Soprema Roofing     June, 2012 – January, 2018 
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IV. Storage 

Vessel Dockage/Storage Location 

Teal Titan will be docked at 301 SW 14th Way, Fort Lauderdale FL, 33312 

 

V. Dispatch 

Staying Afloat Party Boat phones and emails are manned 8:30am-7:30pm, 7 days per week. These 

customer support agents will also act as dispatch for Captains and Vessels. All customer support agents 

work remote and have done so successfully since inception in 2017. Vessels will keep to regularly 

scheduled departures based on demand and seasonality, allowing for predictive pickups and departures. 

Planned schedule, departing from Downtown to Las Olas is 10am-6pm Sept.-Dec. (on the hour) and 

10am-8pm Jan.-Aug. (on the hour). Schedules are subject to change depending on weather, delays, 

special events (e.g. Boat Show or Tortuga), schedule improvements, or unforeseen circumstances. 

Emergency contact: Andrew Cohen (954)258-0351 

 

VI. Insurance Exhibit 

Proof of insurance listing the City of Fort Lauderdale as additionally insured and insuring the vessel for 

$1,000,000 is attached: Certificate of Insurance and $5 Million Liability (Exhibit 2). 

 

VII. Business Tax License 

Please see attached copies of Business Tax License (Exhibit 3) 
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Supporting Documents 

Exhibit 2: Insurance 
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Exhibit 3: Business Tax Receipt 
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Sec. 8-146.1. Water taxi license. 

(a) License required; enforcement. It shall be unlawful for any person or firm to operate water taxis without first 
obtaining from the city a license and paying the permit fee required for the right to operate each vessel 
authorized under this license. A water taxi licensee shall obtain the required business tax receipt as provided 
in Chapter 15 of the Code of Ordinances, prior to commencing operations.  

(b) Application contents. Application for a water taxi license shall be made to the supervisor of marine facilities 
and must include the following information:  

(1) The name, business address and telephone number of the person or firm operating the water taxi 
business. If a corporation or partnership, include the names of all directors, officers or partners, where 
applicable.  

(2) A description of each vessel proposed to be utilized as a water taxi, including a copy of the Florida 
vessel registration and United States Coast Guard certificate of inspection.  

(3) A list of all pilots who will operate a water taxi, including their names, addresses, employment histories 
over the past five (5) years, and a copy of the United States Coast Guard license for the class of vessel 
the pilots will operate.  

(4) Where each water taxi will be located when not in use.  

(5) The method of dispatch and the location of the dispatcher.  

(6) A certificate of insurance showing the city as a named insured on a policy or policies insuring each 
vessel and the business for:  

a. Hull and machinery replacement.  

b. Third party and passenger liability: one million dollars ($1,000,000.00) for each vessel.  

c. Third party property damage: fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00) per occurrence.  

d. If the business has three (3) or more employees, evidence of Workers' Compensation insurance, 
including Jones Act coverage, is required.  

All insurance policies must be kept in full force and effect at all times water taxi operations take place.  

(c) Application review. The marine advisory board shall review all applications. The supervisor of marine facilities 
shall agenda each application for which all required information has been submitted for the next available 
regular meeting of the city commission. The supervisor shall inform the city commission of the marine 
advisory board recommendation of approval or rejection of the merits of the application. The public shall 
have the right to be heard with respect to the application. The city commission, by motion, shall approve or 
reject the application for a license, based on the applicant's demonstration that it has the proper equipment 
and personnel to operate a safe and high quality water taxi operation; however, the application may be 
deferred to the next regular meeting if submission of additional information is required. No application from 
the same person or firm whose application has been rejected shall be heard by the city commission within six 
(6) months from the date of such rejection.  

(d) Permits. 

(1) Upon the granting of a license by the city commission, the supervisor of marine facilities shall give the 
licensee a permit for each vessel operated as a water taxi. The fee for each permit is one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) and authorizes the operation of that vessel as a water taxi for a period of two (2) 
years. Each license is renewable for a period of two (2) years upon submission of documentation to the 
supervisor of marine facilities that all vessels and pilot licenses and insurances are in full force and 
effect. The renewal fee is one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each permit, payable thirty (30) days prior 
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to the expiration of the permit. A water taxi license that has been revoked or suspended is not 
renewable. The permit shall be displayed on the vessel alongside the state commercial registration 
sticker.  

(2) A license or permit may not be assigned.  

(e) Revocation or suspension of a license. 

(1) A license may be revoked or suspended for any of the following causes:  

a. Failure to comply with all state and federal laws and regulations concerning the vessels of the 
type utilized by the licensee.  

b. Multiple instances of careless operation of a water taxi in violation of state or local laws.  

c. Failure to maintain all required policies of insurance in full force and effect.  

d. Conviction by the licensee, if a person, or by any director, officer or partner of the licensee, if a 
corporation or a partnership, of a felony violation in this state or violation of the laws of any 
other state which would constitute a felony violation in this state.  

e. Submission of false or incomplete documentation or information required by this section.  

(2) If the supervisor of marine facilities has reason to believe that a water taxi license should be revoked or 
suspended for one (1) or more of the aforementioned causes, he shall send written notice to the 
licensee to show cause to the city commission why the license should not be revoked or suspended. 
The supervisor shall agenda a revocation hearing at the next regular meeting of the city commission 
held at least fifteen (15) days after receipt of the notice by the licensee. All interested parties shall have 
the right to be heard. Upon finding cause, the city commission may revoke or suspend any license and 
the permits issued thereunder.  

(f) Municipal dock facilities; mooring in residential areas. 

(1) A permitted water taxi may board and discharge passengers at any vacant city owned dock facility, 
except at dock space which has been leased to a charter or sightseeing vessel operator. If the facility 
has not been designated as a water taxi stop, the water taxi may remain at the facility only for as long 
as is required to safely board and discharge its passengers.  

(2) A municipal dock facility may be designated by the supervisor of marine facilities as a water taxi stop. 
Each stop is to be utilized on a first-come-first-served basis. At each stop the captain of a water taxi 
shall remain within five (5) feet of the vessel except for the purpose of entering a structure, such as a 
restaurant, and announcing his arrival. No water taxi shall remain moored at a stop for longer than 
fifteen (15) consecutive minutes.  

(3) No water taxi shall remain moored adjacent to a residential structure except to board or discharge 
passengers.  

(4) No water taxi shall fuel while moored at any municipal dock facility; all fueling shall be carried out at a 
marine service station.  

(g) Loudspeakers and spotlights. No water taxi shall at any time have in use loudspeakers or any device to 
amplify sound, with the exception of an internal intercom system, the sounding of horns for navigational 
purposes, passenger pickup and discharge for safety-related purposes, or in the case of an emergency. No 
water taxi shall at any time, except for safety-related purposes, illuminate by spotlight or any other means 
any of the sights or places of interest located along its route of operation, including, but not limited to, 
residential dwellings, businesses or government buildings.  

(h) Enforcement. This section shall be enforced by the supervisor of marine facilities and his designees and by all 
city law enforcement officers.  
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  ITEM IX 
 
 
MEMORANDUM MF NO. 22-18 
 
 
DATE:  August 18, 2022 
 
TO:  Marine Advisory Board Members  
 
FROM: Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager 
 
RE: September 1, 2022 MAB Meeting - Dock Waiver of Distance Limitations –  Yuda 

Gariplerden, Hendricks Group, LLC  / 10 Hendricks Isle  
 
 
Attached for your review is a revised application from Yuda Gariplerden, Hendricks Group, LLC  / 
10 Hendricks Isle.  
 
APPLICATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The applicant is requesting approval for installation of fifteen (15) wood mooring piles extending a 
maximum of +/-35.0 into the adjacent Rio Grande Waterway. The distances this structure will 
extend from the property line into waterway is shown in the survey and summarized in Table 1 
below: 

 
TABLE 1 

PROPOSED STRUCTURES  STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE FROM 
PROPERTY LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

AMOUNT OF 
DISTANCE 

REQUIRING 
WAIVER 

Mooring Piles (15) 
 

35.0’ 25’ 10.0’ 

 
The City’s Unified Land and Development Regulations (UDLR) Sec. 47-19.3.D  limits the maximum 
distance of mooring piles to 25’ or 30% of the width of the waterway, whichever is less, from the 
property line.  Section 47-19.3.E authorizes the City Commission to waive that limitation based on 
a finding of extraordinary circumstances. The applicant indicates that the proposed mooring piles 
are necessary to safely moor resident’s vessels, especially during high wind events and severe 
weather, and to protect resident’s vessels from excessive boat wakes. .  
 
 
PROPERTY LOCATION AND ZONING 
 
The property is located within the RMM-25 Residential Mid Rise Multi Family / Medium High 
Density District.  It is situated along the Rio Grande Waterway, where the approximate width of the 
waterway from wet face to wet face is listed as +/-160 feet, in the Summary Description.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marine Advisory Board 
September 1, 2022 
Page 2 
 
 
 
 
 
Marine Facilities’ records reflect there has been at least seven (7) Waivers of Limitation approved 
by the City Commission within close proximity to 10 Hendricks Isle (Table 2). 
      

TABLE 2 
DATE ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 

July 1985 440 Hendricks Isle Pilings – 39’ 
June 1989 13 Hendricks Isle Pilings – 80’ 
July 2007 101 Hendricks Isle Pilings – 30’ 
April 2013 91 Isle of Venice Pilings – 45’ 
April 2019 1 Hendricks Isle Boatlift – 43’ 
July 2019 95 Hendricks Isle Pilings/Finger Pier – 35’ 
Oct 2022 141 Isle of Venice  Pilings – 35’ 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Should the Marine Advisory approve the application, the resolution under consideration by the City 
Commission should include at least the following as prescribed in the ULDR and City Code of 
Ordinances: 
 
 
1. The applicant is required to comply with all applicable building and zoning regulations as 

well as any other Federal and State laws and permitting requirements including the 
Broward County Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department, the 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

2. As a general condition of approval and in order to review for final consistency with 
construction of facilities in accord with this application and City building permits the 
applicant is required to provide the City’s Supervisor of Marine Facilities with copies of “As 
Built” drawings from a certified and licensed contractor. 

3. The applicant is required to install and affix reflector tape to the proposed mooring piles 
in accord with Section 47.19.3.E of the Unified Land and Development Regulations 
(ULDR). 
 

AC 
Attachment 
 
cc:   
Enrique Sanchez, Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation  
Jon Luscomb, Marine Facilities Supervisor 
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Summary Description 
10 Hendricks Isle 

TCG Project No. 22-0007 
 

 
The project site is located along the Rio Grande Waterway at 10 Hendricks Isle, in Section 
11, Township 50, Range 42, in the City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida 
The property is located along the Rio Grande Waterway, which is a tidal water. The 
nearest direct connection to the Atlantic Ocean is approximately 2 miles to the southeast 
at the Port Everglades Inlet. As the project site is located along the Rio Grande Waterway, 
the incoming tidal waters (flood) at the site move to the north and the outgoing waters 
(ebb) move to the south. 
 
The project site consists of an existing ±250 ln. ft. coral rock wall and 2,705 sq. ft. wood 
marginal dock with finger piers. The proposed project consists of the installation of a 250 
ln. ft. concrete panel seawall with king and batter piles, the installation of eight (8) wood 
finger piers (20’x’4’, 640 sq. ft.), and the installation of thirty (30) wood 12-inch mooring 
piles. As measured from the property line, fifteen (15) mooring piles encroach more than 
25’ from the property line into the Rio Grande Waterway. As these distances are over the 
allowable 25’ distance into the waterway from the property line, the proposed mooring 
piles will require a variance waiver. 
 
The proposed structures are being applied for concurrently with the Broward County 
Environmental Protection & Growth Management Department, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, and US Army Corps of Engineers.  
 
The following five (5) matters provide justification for this waiver request: 
 

1. All structures and piles will not exceed 30% of the width of the waterway. 
 

2. Due to the extraordinary width of the waterway at this location from wetface to 
wetface (±160’), the proposed project will not impede navigation within the Rio 
Grande Waterway. 

 
3. The proposed structures are necessary for safely mooring resident’s vessels, 

especially during high wind events and severe weather. 
 
4. The proposed structures are also necessary to protect the resident’s vessels 

from high wave energy from excessive boat wakes along the Rio Grande 
Waterway. 
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5. The proposed structures are consistent with other structures previously 

authorized through the City of Fort Lauderdale that do not exceed more than 
35’ from the property line. 

 
 
If this waiver is approved, the applicant will comply with all necessary construction 
requirements stated in Section 47-19.3 (C)(D)(E). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRUCTURE  PROPOSED 
STRUCTURES 

STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE 

FROM 
PROPERTY 

LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

DISTANCE 
REQUIRING 
A WAIVER 

A1-15 Mooring Pile 35’ 25’ 10’ 
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EXHIBIT III 

UNITY OF TITLE 
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EXHIBIT IV 
ORIGINAL SURVEY 
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ZONING AERIAL 
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EXHIBIT VI 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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1. Southern portion of the subject site, facing north along the Rio Grande 

Waterway. 
 

 
2. Northern portion of the subject site, facing south along the Rio Grande 

Waterway.  
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EXHIBIT VII 
PROJECT PLANS 
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10 HENDRICKS ISLE
HENDRICKS GROUP, LLC.

NORTH

SCALE
1" = 80'

 M.H.W. = 0.25' NAVD M.L.W. = (-)2.13 ' NAVD

NOTE: SURVEY INFORMATION PROVIDED BY PULICE
LAND SURVEYORS, INC. ELEVATIONS SHOWN AS
NAVD88.

LEGEND
SUBJECT SITE (±0.69 AC)

EXISTING CORAL ROCK WALL TO REMAIN
(±99 LN. FT.)

PROPOSED CONCRETE PANEL SEAWALL
(±250 LN. FT.)

PROPOSED CONCRETE FINGER PIERS (±640
ft²)

PROPOSED SLIP TABLE

SLIP # LENGTH WIDTH
1-2 45' 14'

3-14 45' 15'

CITY WAIVER REQUEST
PROPOSED

STRUCTURES
STRUCTURE DISTANCE
FROM PROPERTY LINE

PERMITTED DISTANCE
WITHOUT WAIVER

DISTANCE REQUIRING
A WAIVER

MOORING PILES
(A1-A15) 35.0' 25' 10.0'

PROPOSED MOORING PILES (30)
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EXISTING WAIVERS IN THE VICINITY 

 

ADDRESS MAXIMUM 
DISTANCE 

141 Isle of Venice 35’ 
95 Hendricks Isle 35’ 
9 Hendricks Isle 43.4’ 
1 Hendricks Isle 43’ 
2407 Aqua Vista 

Blvd 
34.5’ 

435 Bayshore Dr 48.5’ 
321 N Birch Rd 75’ 
215 N Birch Rd 47.5’ 
209 Grand Birch 45.5’ 
1627 SE 7th St 47.2’ 
1801 SE 7th St 52’ 
540 Lido Drive 45.5’ 

333 Sunset Drive 61.7’ 

ADDRESS MAXIMUM 
DISTANCE 

353 & 363 Sunset 
Drive 

54.9’ 

375 Idlewyld Drive 68’ 
407 Idlewyld Drive 63.75’ 
413 Idlewyld Drive 81.45’ 
417 Idlewyld Drive 78’ 
505 Idlewyld Drive 68.5’ 
515 Idlewyld Drive 89.3’ 
517 Idlewyld Drive 42’ 
606 Idlewyld Drive 55.8’ 
629 Idlewyld Drive 50.7’ 
637 Idlewyld Drive 58’ 
649 Idlewyld Drive 45’ 
709 Idlewyld Drive 53.2’ 

Subject Site 35’ 

 

SUBJECT SITE 

1801 SE 7TH ST 
1627 SE 7TH ST 

1 HENDRICKS ISLE 
9 HENDRICKS ISLE 

95 HENDRICKS ISLE 

141 ISLE OF VENICE 

540 LIDO DR 

333 SUNSET DR 

606 IDLEWYLD DR 
629 IDLEWYLD DR 
637 IDLEWYLD DR 
649 IDLEWYLD DR 
709 IDLEWYLD DR 

2407 AQUA VISTA BLVD 
435 BAYSHORE DR 

321 N BIRCH RD 
215 N BIRCH RD 

209 GRAND BIRCH 



Sec. 47-19.3. - Boat slips, docks, boat davits, hoists and similar mooring structures.  

(a)  The following words when used in this section shall, for the purposes of this section, have the 
following meaning:  

(1)  Mooring device means a subset of mooring structures as defined herein including boat davits, 
hoists, boat lifts and similar devices that are erected on or adjacent to a seawall or dock and 
upon which a vessel can be moored. A mooring device does not include docks, slips, seawall or 
mooring pile.  

(2)  Mooring structure means a dock, slip, seawall, boat davit, hoist, boat lift, mooring pile or a 
similar structure attached to land more or less permanently to which a vessel can be moored.  

(3)  NGVD 29 or the National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929 means the vertical control datum 
established for vertical control surveying in the United States of America by the General 
Adjustment of 1929. The datum is used to measure elevation or altitude above, and depression 
or depth below, mean sea level (MSL).  

(4)  NAVD88 or the North American Vertical Datum means the vertical control datum of orthometric 
height established for vertical control surveying in the United States of America based upon the 
General Adjustment of the North American Datum of 1988.  

(5)  Seawall means vertical or near vertical structures placed between an upland area and a 
waterway. For the purposes of Section 47-19.3(f), rip rap is not considered a seawall.  

(6)  Rip rap means a foundation of unconsolidated boulders, stone, concrete or similar materials 
placed on or near a shoreline to mitigate wave impacts and prevent erosion.  

(b)  Boat davits, hoists and similar mooring devices may be erected on a seawall or dock subject to the 
following limitations on the number and location as follows:  

(1)  Except as provided herein, only one (1) mooring device per the first one hundred (100) feet of 
lot width or portion thereof, and one mooring device for each additional one hundred (100) feet 
of lot width. A second mooring device may be permitted within the lot area greater than one 
hundred (100) feet but less than two hundred (200) feet if approved as a Site Plan Level II 
permit, subject to the following criteria:  

a.  The location of the proposed mooring device will not interfere with the view from adjacent 
properties to a degree greater than the intrusion already permitted as a result of the 
berthing of a vessel at applicant's property within the setback and extension limitations 
provided in the Code.  

b.  The type of mooring device is the least intrusive and most compatible with the view from 
the waterway.  

c.  No conflict with a neighboring property owner's usage of the waterway will be created as a 
result of the additional mooring device.  

Pursuant to Site Plan Level II review, the development review committee ("DRC") shall 
determine whether the proposed additional mooring device meets the criteria based on its 
location and the relationship of applicant's property to abutting properties with regard to height, 
angle of view of the device from abutting properties and the height, width and length of the 
mooring device proposed.  

Approval of a Site Plan Level II development permit for an additional mooring device shall not 
be final until thirty (30) days after preliminary DRC approval and then only if no motion is 
approved by the City Commission seeking to review the application pursuant to the process 
provided in Section 47-26. The denial of an application for an additional mooring device may be 
appealed to the City Commission in accordance with the provisions of Section 47-26.  



(2)  In addition to the mooring device described in paragraph (b)(1) of this section, one (1) lift 
designed and used solely for the lifting of a personal watercraft (PWC) per development site is 
permitted. For purposes of this subsection (2) a PWC is as defined in F.S. Ch. 327.  

(3)  The cross section of the davit, hoist or other mooring device shall not exceed one (1) square 
foot and have a maximum height of six and one-half (6½) feet above lot grade.  

(4)  The lowest appendage of a vessel may not be hoisted greater than one (1) foot above a 
seawall cap or if no seawall, above the average grade of the upland property and properties 
abutting either side of the upland property, whichever is less.  

(c)  No boat slips, docks, boat davits, hoists, and similar mooring structures not including mooring or 
dolphin piles or a seawall, may be constructed by any owner of any lot unless a principal building 
exists on such lot and such lot abuts a waterway. Mooring structures, not including mooring or 
dolphin piles, shall not extend into the waterway more than twenty-five (25) percent of the width of 
the waterway or twenty-five (25) feet whichever is less as measured from the property line.  

(d)  Mooring or dolphin piles, shall not be permitted to extend more than thirty (30) percent of the width 
of the waterway, or twenty-five (25) feet beyond the property line, whichever is less.  

(e)  The City Commission may waive the limitations of Sections 47-19.3.(c), 47-19.3.(d) and 47-
39.A.1.b.(12).(a) and 47-39.A.1.b.(12).(b) under extraordinary circumstances, provided permits from 
all governmental agencies, as required, are obtained after approval of the City Commission, after a 
public hearing and notification to property owners within three hundred (300) feet. In no event shall 
the extension exceed thirty (30) percent of the width of the waterway and no variance may be 
approved by the Board of Adjustment or other agency permitting an extension beyond the thirty 
percent (30%) limitation. Reflector tape shall be affixed to and continually maintained on all mooring 
or dolphin piles authorized under this subsection to extend beyond the limitations provided in 
subsection (d). The reflector tape must be formulated for marine use and be in one (1) of the 
following uniform colors: international orange or iridescent silver. On all such piles, the reflector tape 
shall be at least five (5) inches wide and within eighteen (18) inches of the top of the pile.  

(f)  The top surface of a seawall shall have a minimum elevation of 3.9 feet NAVD88 (see table). The 
elevation of a seawall or dock shall not exceed a maximum of the base flood elevation (BFE) as 
identified in the corresponding FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) for the property, except as 
specifically set forth herein. For properties with a BFE of 4.0 feet NAVD88, the minimum seawall 
elevation shall meet 3.9 feet NAVD88 and the maximum seawall or dock elevation shall be 5.0 feet 
NAVD88. For waterfront properties with a habitable finished floor elevation of less than 3.9 feet 
NAVD88, a seawall may be constructed at less than the stated minimum elevation if a waiver is 
granted by the City Engineer. For properties within an X zone, the minimum seawall elevation shall 
meet 3.9 feet NAVD88 and the maximum seawall or dock elevation shall meet the definition of grade 
as determined by subsection 47-2.2 (g)(1)(a). The maximum height of related structures attached to 
a seawall shall not exceed the elevation of the seawall to which the structure is attached. In the 
event of a conflict between subsection 47-19.5.B.Table 1, Note G: subsection 1.a.ii. and the 
requirements of this section, this section shall govern. Property owners choosing to construct 
seawalls at less than 5.0 feet NAVD88 are strongly encouraged to have the foundation designed to 
accommodate a future seawall height extension up to a minimum elevation of 5.0 feet NAVD88.  

Property's FEMA  
Flood Insurance Rate Map  

Location  

Minimum  
Allowable  

Seawall  
Elevation  

Maximum Allowable  
Seawall or Dock Elevation  

In a floodplain with a base flood  
elevation greater than or  

3.9 feet NAVD88  
Base flood elevation  

of the property  



equal to 5.0 feet NAVD88  

In a floodplain with a base flood  
elevation equal to  
4.0 feet NAVD88  

3.9 feet NAVD88  5 feet NAVD88  

In an X zone,  
not in a floodplain  

3.9 feet NAVD88  
Meet the definition of grade  

as determined by  
Section 47-2.2(g)(1)(a)  

  

(1)  Seawalls must be designed and built in a substantially impermeable manner to prevent tidal 
waters from flowing through the seawall while still allowing for the release of hydrostatic 
pressure from the upland direction.  

(2)  Fixed docks may be constructed at an elevation less than the elevation of the seawall to which 
it is attached but shall not be constructed at an elevation more than ten (10) inches above the 
seawall's elevation. The dock elevation may not exceed the maximum elevation as described in 
subsection (f) of this section. Floating docks shall be allowed and must be permitted and 
permanently attached to a marginal dock, finger pier, mooring pilings, or seawall.  

(3)  Seawall improvements constituting substantial repair at the time of permit application shall 
meet the minimum elevation and consider the design recommendations (see subsection (f) 
above) for the continuous seawall for the length of the property. For the purposes of this 
section, the substantial repair threshold shall mean the following:  

(i)  Any improvement to the seawall of more than fifty percent (50%) of the length of the 
structure, which for the purposes of this section, shall include both the seawall and cap; or  

(ii)  Any improvement to the seawall which results in an elevation change along more than fifty 
percent (50%) of the length of the structure.  

(4)  All property owners must maintain their seawalls in good repair. A seawall is presumed to be in 
disrepair if it allows for upland erosion, transfer of material through the seawall or allows tidal 
waters to flow unimpeded through the seawall to adjacent properties or public right-of-way. 
Property owners failing to maintain their seawalls may be cited. The owner of the property on 
which the seawall is constructed is required to initiate a process, including but not limited to 
hiring a contractor or submitting a building permit, and be able to demonstrate progress toward 
repairing the cited defect within sixty (60) days of receiving notice from the city and complete 
the repair within three hundred sixty-five (365) days of citation. If the required repair meets the 
substantial repair threshold, the property owner shall design, permit, and construct the seawall 
to meet the minimum elevation requirement and design requirement (see subsection 47-19.3(f)) 
within three hundred sixty-five (365) days of citation.  

(5)  Property owners with seawalls below the minimum elevation, or permeable erosion barriers 
such as rip rap, or a land/water interface of another nature shall not allow tidal waters entering 
their property to impact adjacent properties or public rights-of-way. Property owners failing to 
prevent tidal waters from flowing overland and leaving their property may be cited. The owner of 
the property is required to initiate a process, including but not limited to, hiring a contractor or 
submitting a building permit, and be able to demonstrate progress toward addressing the cited 
concern within sixty (60) days of receiving notice from the city and complete the proposed 
remedy within three hundred sixty-five (365) days of citation.  



(g)  No boathouse, permanent covering, or temporary covering for a boat shall be permitted within the 
setback area required for the zoning district in which such shelter is to be located, nor shall any 
boathouse, permanent covering or temporary covering for a boat, or any other structure not 
otherwise specifically permitted, be permitted within or cover any public waterway.  

(h)  No watercraft shall be docked or anchored adjacent to residential property in such a position that 
causes it to extend beyond the side setback lines required for principal buildings on such property, 
as extended into the waterway, or is of such length that when docked or anchored adjacent to such 
property, the watercraft extends beyond such side setback lines as extended into the waterway. The 
owner of real property which would be entitled to the density limitation of a maximum of forty (40) 
units per acre pursuant to the terms for habitation of floating homes or vessels, Section 47-19.6, may 
apply for an exception to the setback requirements contained herein. An application for such 
exception shall be heard by the Planning and Zoning Board (board) at a public hearing called for that 
purpose. After the public hearing, the board shall make a recommendation to the City Commission 
that the application be granted or denied, or granted subject to conditions. If the board recommends 
that the application be either granted or granted subject to conditions, the City Clerk shall place the 
recommendation on the agenda of the City Commission for a public hearing at a regular meeting. 
The City Commission shall, by resolution, either grant the application, deny the application, or grant 
the application subject to such conditions as it finds necessary to the health, safety and general 
welfare of the citizens of the city. In deciding whether to grant or deny the application, the City 
Commission shall consider the neighborhood within which the applicant's property lies and the effect 
that the exception to the setbacks would have on the following:  

(1)  The surrounding property.  

(2)  The ability of adjacent property owners to enjoy abutting waterways.  

(i)  Waiver of limitations. Property owners of lands located on the Isle of Venice and Hendricks Isle may 
dock or anchor watercraft adjacent to their respective properties in a manner which extends beyond 
side setback lines, required by this section as approved by Resolution No. 85-270.  

(Ord. No. C-97-19, § 1(47-19.3), 6-18-97; Ord. No. C-04-2, § 4, 1-12-04; Ord. No. C-10-44, § 2, 
12-7-10 ; Ord. No. C-13-18, § 2, 6-4-13 ; Ord. No. C-16-13 , § 1, 6-21-16; Ord. No. C-16-27 , § 1, 12-
6-16)  

http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=559847&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=559847&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=599055&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=778718&datasource=ordbank
http://newords.municode.com/readordinance.aspx?ordinanceid=803182&datasource=ordbank


  ITEM X 
 
MEMORANDUM MF NO. 22-02 
 
 
DATE:  August 23, 2022 
 
TO:  Marine Advisory Board Members  
 
FROM: Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager 
 
RE: September 1, 2022 MAB Meeting – Application – Proposal to Operate a 

Floating Business – Rahn Bahia Mar L.L.C. 
 
 
Attached for your review is an application from Rahn Bahia Mar L.L.C.  (see Exhibit 1). 
 
APPLICATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
 
The applicant is requesting approval for dockage of a floating structure (120’L x 46’W) for 
use by Bahia Mar L.L.C. in accord with the City Code of Ordinances, Section 8-146,  
“Using Boats as Places of Business”. The proposed location of the watercraft is located in 
the marina basin in the south east  corner of the Bahia Mar Marina adjacent to Seabreeze 
Boulevard as shown in the site plan included in Exhibit 1. 
 
The City Commissions’ review includes consideration of the following specified in Code 
Section 8-146(a):  
 

(1) The adequacy of the provisions by the applicant for observation of all health and 
sanitary regulations of the City. 

(2) The level of the noise to be generated by the proposed business operation. 
(3) The number of patrons, customers or clients expected to travel to and from the 

floating business and the availability of sufficient parking. 
(4) The recommendation of the Marine Advisory Board. 
(5) Whether the proposed facility will tend to enhance the appearance of the City’s 

waterways and promote the City’s image as a family-oriented resort area. 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Should the Marine Advisory recommend approval of the application, the resolution under 
consideration by the City Commission should include at least the following as prescribed in 
the ULDR and City Code of Ordinances: 
 
 



Marine Advisory Board 
September 1, 2022 
Page 2 
 
1. The applicant is required to comply with all Federal and State laws and specifically 

the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers as it applies to the ”floating structure”. 

2. The applicant must be in compliance and maintain valid copies of all certification 
and licensing for the floating structure’ and comply with all requirements set forth in 
City Code 8-146 Using Boats As Places Of Business.  

3. As a general condition of approval and in order to review for final consistency with 
this application and these recommendations for approval, prior to or concurrent with 
applying for City building permits the applicant is required to provide the City’s 
Supervisor of Marine Facilities with copies of permits from the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (FDEP), Broward County Environmental Protection 
and Growth Management Department, and the U.S. Army Corp of engineers.  
 

 
 
AC 
Attachment 
 
cc:   
Enrique Sanchez, Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation  
Jon Luscomb, Marine Facilities Supervisor 



                                                                                                                                  
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 

MARINE FACILITIES 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY PERMITS, WAIVERS AND LICENSES 

 
Any agreement with the City of Fort Lauderdale and other parties, such as, but not limited to, licenses, permits and 
approvals involving municipal docking facilities or private uses in the waterways as regulated by Section 8 of the City 
Code of Ordinances or Section 47-19.3 of the City's Urban Land Development Regulations, shall be preceded by the 
execution and filing of the following application form available at the Office of the Supervisor of Marine Facilities.  The 
completed application must be presented with the applicable processing fee paid before the agreement is prepared or the 
application processed for formal consideration (see City of Fort Lauderdale Code Section 2-157).  If legal publication is 
necessary, the applicant agrees to pay the cost of such publication in addition to the application fee. 
 

APPLICATION FORM  
(Must be in Typewritten Form Only) 

 
1. LEGAL NAME OF APPLICANT - (If corporation, name and titles of officers as well as exact name of 

corporation.  If individuals doing business under a fictitious name, correct names of individuals, not 
fictitious names, must be used.   If individuals owning the property as a private residence, the name of 
each individual as listed on the recorded warranty deed): 

 
NAME: Rahn Bahia Mar L.L.C. 
 
 
TELEPHONE NO:         305-891-1107                     EMAIL:  Jimmy@tatecapital.com 

  (home/cellular)       
 

2.  APPLICANT'S ADDRESS (if different than the site address): 1175 NE 125th Street, Suite 102, North 
Miami, FL 33161 
   

3. TYPE OF AGREEMENT AND DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: Using a Boat as a Place of Business 
 
4. SITE ADDRESS: 801 SEABREEZE BOULEVARD  ZONING: SBMHA 
    

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION AND FOLIO NUMBER: BAHIA MAR 35-39 B ALL BAHIA MAR LYING W OF 
SEABREEZE BLVD R/W LESS PARCEL 1 & LESS N 80 OF PARCEL 34, AND LESS POR LYING 
WITHIN R/W FOR S ST RD A-1-A PER MISC MB 8-149 & 8-185 
 
Folio No. 504212270012 
 
 

5. EXHIBITS (In addition to proof of ownership, list all exhibits provided in support of the applications):     
      Renderings, Plans, Code Narrative 

 
 
_____________________________________  James D. Tate, President                      _____________________________ 
Applicant’s Signature       Printed Name, Title                                        Date 
==================================================================================== 
The sum of $ 1500.00 was paid by the above-named applicant on the ____________ of 
__________________, 20__    Received  by:________________________________________________ 
          City of Fort Lauderdale 

===========================For Official City Use Only================================== 
 
Marine Advisory Board Action         Commission Action 
Formal Action taken on __________________   Formal Action taken on ___________________ 
 
Recommendation______________________________________________   
 Action________________________________________________ 
 

, President 08/19/2022





The Ferry
Marine Advisory Board

 September 1, 2022

Bahia Mar
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TRR BAHIA MAR LLC
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA

BAHIA MAR MARINA VILLAGE VIEW 
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Marine Advisory Board 

The Ferry – Bahia Mar 

1. General Information 

This application is for the installation of The Ferry, which will be located at the Marina Village at Bahia Mar. The 
Ferry is the retired “Pelican” ferry, which was used to transport passengers and vehicles to and from Fisher Island in 
Miami. The Ferry is being redesigned by Kobi Karp Architecture to transform The Ferry into a complimentary 
epicenter of the Marina Village, where guests can find ample covered outdoor seating along the waterway. 

The intent of the Marina Village was always to provide a best-in-class food and beverage venue overlooking the 
world class marina. The opportunity for permanent, comfortable, and safe seating for patrons was lacking, with most 
of the seating facing A1A rather than the waterway. The introduction of The Ferry will significantly enhance the 
patron experience by providing additional covered seating for patrons to enjoy their food and beverages from the 
Marina Village while providing a more intimate and connective experience to the waterway.  

The Ferry will also return a part of Bahia Mar and Fort Lauderdale’s literary history. Bahia Mar is home to the 
fictional Boat Slip F-18, where The Busted Flush houseboat was docked in John MacDonald’s 21-part Travis McGee 
book series. In 1987, Bahia Mar brought the fictional Slip F-18 to reality, marking the slip and installing an information 
plaque. Slip F-18 was removed in 2016. Slip F-18 will return and will be the new home of The Ferry, bringing back a 
piece of Fort Lauderdale’s literary history.  

2. Code Requirements – Using Boats as a Place of Business 

Sec. 8-146. Using boats as places of business. 

(a) General restriction. It is prohibited to operate a floating business within the city without approval by the city 
commission. In determining whether or not to grant such approval, the city commission shall consider the 
following:  

(1) The adequacy of provisions by the applicant for observation of all health and sanitary regulations of the 
city;  

RESPONSE: All health and sanitary regulations will be followed. Applicant has already received 
permit approval for the Ferry from the County, Army Corps of Engineers, and the Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection.    

(2) The level of noise to be generated by the proposed business operation;  

RESPONSE: Noise levels will be consistent with the provisions required by the City of Fort Lauderdale 
ULDR.  

(3) The number of patrons, customers or clients expected to travel to and from floating business and the 
availability of sufficient parking facilities therefor;  

 RESPONSE: The addition of “The Ferry” to the approved Marina Village is neutral to both the parking 
and traffic previously approved for the project. Specifically, restaurant uses in building 14 (reduced) 
and building 15 (removed) to accommodate the Ferry. There is also adequate existing parking 
available onsite to accommodate the parking in phase one. Structurally, the Ferry can hold 
approximately 550 people; however, maximum capacity will be limited by all relevant fire codes.  

  (4) The recommendation of the marine advisory board; and  

RESPONSE: The project will be presented at the September 1st Marine Advisory Board (MAB).  



 

  

 
Page 2 of 5 

(5) Whether the proposed facility will tend to enhance the appearance of the city's waterways and 
promote the city's image as a family-oriented resort area.  

RESPONSE: The Ferry is designed to enhance the resort and family atmosphere of the approved 
Marina Village by providing the public an opportunity to engage with the waterfront and share in 
the marina heritage of the Bahia Mar. Providing food and beverage opportunities within the Marina 
helps to further activate the Marina Village welcoming guests from the surrounding hotels, along 
with residents to enjoy this unique resort destination. The aesthetics of the Ferry are consistent with 
the nautical atmosphere of the Bahia Mar and support the city's image as a family-oriented resort 
area. 

(b) Safety standards. Any floating business used as a place from which any business or professional service of 
any type is conducted which would come within the definition of Group A or B occupancy pursuant to the 
Florida Building Code and which is approved pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be subject to the 
following safety requirements:  

(1) Certificate of occupancy. No floating business shall be occupied unless a certificate of occupancy has 
been issued by the fire marshal and the building official. The fire marshal and the building official may 
issue a certificate of occupancy when the conditions set forth in this subsection have been met. A 
certificate of occupancy may be revoked by the building official or fire marshal for violation of the 
terms of this section. Recertification shall be required annually or upon relocation of the floating 
business. The initial fee for certification shall be two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). The fee for 
recertification shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00).  

RESPONSE: Acknowledged.  

(2) Structural requirements. A floating business shall be stable under the action of dead and live loads and 
consideration shall be given to the effect of off-center loading and wind loading in determining overall 
stability. The design of a floating business shall be based upon accepted basic engineering principles for 
a structure and if, in the judgment of a certified marine surveyor or naval architect, instability is in 
evidence, then at the discretion of the fire marshal and building official the following calculations shall 
be permitted:  

a. Metacentric height. The metacentric height (GM) shall be at least one (1) foot or greater.  

 RESPONSE: Glowacki Engineering (“GE”) has designed structural, electrical, and mechanical 
modifications to the Ferry to ensure the minimum required GM will be met. 

b. Freeboard immersion. The freeboard, as measured from the waterline to the top of the first floor 
or deck of the completed floating business, including dead load but not live load, shall be at least 
one (1) foot four (4) inches (with list angles equal to zero (0) degrees). The allowable immersion 
under the action of off-center loading or wind loading shall not exceed two-thirds of the original 
freeboard with a list angle of four (4) degrees. Freeboard shall be measured from the waterline 
to the top of the floor or deck at the side of the floating business at a point where such freeboard 
has its least dimension.  

RESPONSE: GE is designing structural, electrical, and mechanical modifications to the Ferry. As 
these plans mature our stability calculations will provide this requested information. At this 
time, knowledge of the vessel as it exists today suggest that the minimum required freeboard 
will be met and the maximum allowable heel angle will be avoided.  

c. List angle. The maximum angle of list shall not exceed four (4) degrees under the action of either 
off-center or wind loading.  

RESPONSE: GE is designing structural, electrical, and mechanical modifications to the Ferry. As 
these plans mature our stability calculations will provide this requested information. At this 
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time, knowledge of the vessel as it exists today suggest that the maximum allowable heeling 
angle will be avoided due to the influence of wind or off-center loading.  

d. Off-center loading. The off-center loading shall be considered as applicable to the completed 
floating business, including dead load and shall consist of a line load of one hundred (100) 
pounds or five (5) pounds per foot of width, whichever is greater, per lineal foot (first floor) and 
fifty (50) pounds, or two and one-half (2.5) pounds per foot of width, whichever is greater, per 
lineal foot (second floor, habitable attic or loft). The uniform line load is to be applied halfway 
between the center of gravity and the outside edge of deck to one (1) side of the floating 
business at a time. The dividing line is the longitudinal axis of the floating business and the 
overturning moment resulting from the off-center loading shall be taken about the computed 
center of gravity. Stability with off-center loading shall be tested on both sides of the longitudinal 
axis. The ratio, MR/MO, MO being the overturning moment due to off-center loading, and the 
MR being the resisting moment due to buoyancy, shall be equal to one (1) applied with a list to 
four (4) degrees. Overturning moments and resisting moments are to be taken about a 
longitudinal line passing through the computed center of gravity.  

RESPONSE: GE is designing structural, electrical, and mechanical modifications to the Ferry. As 
these plans mature our stability calculations will provide this requested information. At this 
time, knowledge of the vessel as it exists today suggest that the required ratio of overturning 
to resisting moments will be met.  

e. Wind loading. Wind loading shall be applied to the completed floating business, including dead 
load and live load, but not off-center loading. The ratio, MR/MN, MN being the wind heeling 
moment, and MR being the resisting moment due to buoyancy, shall be equal to one (1) applied 
with a list equal to four (4) degrees.  

RESPONSE: GE is designing structural, electrical, and mechanical modifications to the Ferry. As 
these plans mature our stability calculations will provide this requested information. At this 
time, knowledge of the vessel as it exists today suggest that the required ratio of wind heeling 
to resisting moments will be met.  

f. Calculations by qualified, certified marine surveyor or naval architect. Calculations shall be 
submitted by a certified marine surveyor or naval architect showing that the floating business 
conforms to the requirements of this section.  

RESPONSE: GE, who will be providing stability calculations, is a naval architectural consulting 
firm staffed by professional engineers licensed in Florida. Final calculations will be provided at 
the time of permit.  

(3) Electrical. The following electrical requirements shall be met:  

a. Grounding. In addition to any grounding provided by the conduit system, there shall be installed 
a common grounding conductor of not less than No. 12 AWG, arranged in accordance with the 
requirements of the National Electrical Code (Article 250), properly attached to the interior of all 
metallic boxes, housings and enclosures and properly connected to the grounding facility of all 
receptacles. The hull, if metal, metallic piping, exposed metal structural members, metal railing, 
ladders, etc., shall be effectively bonded to the ground bus. If the hull is built of materials other 
than metal, a ground electrode of corrosion-resistent metal shall be so located as to be in contact 
with the water and be connected with No. 6 AWG copper wire to the ground bus. The electrode 
shall be of bronze or brass and not smaller than one-quarter-inch diameter and eighteen (18) 
inches in length.  

RESPONSE: Electrical system will be in accordance with Florida Building Code, Broward Edition, 
and the National Electrical Code, and marine grade parts (wire, receptacles, etc.) will be 
applied as well, when available. 
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b. Wiring methods. Wiring installations shall comply with the requirements of the Florida Building 
Code, Broward Edition, and the National Electrical Code. Nonmetallic sheathed cable shall be 
limited to the extent of being fished in any existing partitions.  

RESPONSE: Electrical system will be in accordance with Florida Building Code, Broward Edition, 
and the National Electrical Code, and marine grade parts (wire, receptacles, etc.) will be 
applied as well, when available. 

(4) Fuel gas piping. All fuel gas lines shall be installed in accordance with the Florida Building Code, 
Broward Edition, and with the following special requirements:  

RESPONSE: The proposed facility will not have any gas piping/services. 

a. Cathodic protection. All gas piping shall have approved cathodic protection.  

RESPONSE: N/A 

b. Connections, valves. Where gas is permitted by the building official to be distributed from 
shoreside facilities, connections to the floating business shall be made by the use of approved 
high pressure flexible hose and such connections shall terminate in a positive disconnect 
coupling. A separate shut-off valve shall be installed ahead of such connection. Connections shall 
not be immersed in water or run exposed on docks, piers, floats or vessels. The length of the 
flexible connection shall not be excessive nor shall it be used as a substitute for gas piping.  

RESPONSE: N/A 

c. Liquid propane gas. The installation of liquid propane gas facilities aboard the floating business 
shall comply with the National Fire Protection Association Code.  

RESPONSE: N/A 

(5) Moorage berths. Moorage berths shall be connected to a public street by land or by walkway not less 
than four (4) feet wide. Walkways and berths shall be illuminated at an average intensity of two (2) 
footcandles.  

RESPONSE: The walkway and dockside connections are not less than 4’ in width, and lighting on the 
path will be at least two (2) footcandles. 

(6) Fire protection. The following fire prevention measures shall be observed:  

a. All floating businesses must be protected by automatic fire sprinkler systems designed and 
installed according to the Florida Building Code, Broward Edition, and the National Fire 
Protection Association Code.  

RESPONSE: GE to rely on Broward County Fire Inspector’s review of the vessel arrangement 
plans as modified. These reviewed plans should specify which compartments or regions on the 
vessel will require an automatic fire sprinkler system. The sprinkler system (if any) shall be 
designed by a company expert in this technology. 

b. One (1) side of the floating business must be within thirty (30) feet of an approved driveable 
surface, thereby providing access for fire-rescue department equipment.  

RESPONSE: The access point to the Ferry is less than 30’ from a drivable surface capable of 
supporting the access for fire-rescue department equipment.  

c. Where propane gas is used, automatic gas detectors shall be installed as prescribed in the 
National Fire Protection Association Code.  

RESPONSE: N/A, as the proposed facility will not have any gas piping/services.  

d. All interior finish shall comply with chapter 37 of the Florida Building Code, Broward Edition.  
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RESPONSE: Acknowledged. 

e. All cooking equipment and ventilation equipment shall be installed and protected in accordance 
with the Florida Building Code, Broward Edition, and the National Fire Protection Association 
Code. 

RESPONSE: N/A, as the proposed facility will not have any cooking equipment/services as the 
food will be served from the landside Kiosks in the Marina Village.  

f. No open flames, candles, etc., shall be permitted for decorative purpose on any floating business.  

RESPONSE: Acknowledged. 

g. There shall be a minimum of one (1) fire hydrant within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the main 
entrance into the floating business.  

RESPONSE: There is an existing fire hydrant approximately 130 feet away from the main 
entrance of the Ferry, located at the corner of the southern drive aisle.  

h. Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed in accordance with the Florida Building Code, 
Broward Edition and the National Fire Protection Association Code. Additional extinguishers or 
extinguishing capability may be required by the fire marshal.  

RESPONSE: GE to rely on Broward County Fire Inspector’s review of the vessel arrangement 
plans as modified. These reviewed plans should specify which compartments or regions on the 
vessel will require certain portable fire extinguishers. The specified fire extinguishers shall be 
ordered by a company expert in this technology. 

(7) A floating business may be issued a certificate of occupancy, notwithstanding less than full compliance 
with this section when, in the judgment of the fire marshal and building official, the following 
conditions are fulfilled:  

a. Compliance is substantially complete; and  

RESPONSE: Noted.  

b. Full compliance is not possible with the existing floating business, or would induce severe 
hardship, and no single item of noncompliance, nor all items together, constitutes a threat to the 
safety or welfare of the occupants, users or public.  

RESPONSE: Noted.  

(Code 1953, § 11-32; Ord. No. C-68-23, § 2, 6-4-68; Ord. No. C-73-120, § 1, 11-20-73; Ord. No. C-79-59, § 1, 7-17-
79; Ord. No. C-81-65, § 1, 9-15-81; Ord. No. C-89-135, § 3, 12-5-89; Ord. No. C-91-69, § 7, 10-15-91; Ord. No. C-03-
23, § 2, 7-1-03 ; Ord. No. C-17-28 , § 21, 9-13-17) 
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Sec. 8-146. Using boats as places of business. 

(a) General restriction. It is prohibited to operate a floating business within the city without approval by the city 
commission. In determining whether or not to grant such approval, the city commission shall consider the 
following:  

(1) The adequacy of provisions by the applicant for observation of all health and sanitary regulations of the 
city;  

(2) The level of noise to be generated by the proposed business operation;  

(3) The number of patrons, customers or clients expected to travel to and from floating business and the 
availability of sufficient parking facilities therefor;  

(4) The recommendation of the marine advisory board; and  

(5) Whether the proposed facility will tend to enhance the appearance of the city's waterways and 
promote the city's image as a family-oriented resort area.  

(b) Safety standards. Any floating business used as a place from which any business or professional service of 
any type is conducted which would come within the definition of Group A or B occupancy pursuant to the 
Florida Building Code and which is approved pursuant to subsection (a) of this section shall be subject to the 
following safety requirements:  

(1) Certificate of occupancy. No floating business shall be occupied unless a certificate of occupancy has 
been issued by the fire marshal and the building official. The fire marshal and the building official may 
issue a certificate of occupancy when the conditions set forth in this subsection have been met. A 
certificate of occupancy may be revoked by the building official or fire marshal for violation of the 
terms of this section. Recertification shall be required annually or upon relocation of the floating 
business. The initial fee for certification shall be two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00). The fee for 
recertification shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00).  

(2) Structural requirements. A floating business shall be stable under the action of dead and live loads and 
consideration shall be given to the effect of off-center loading and wind loading in determining overall 
stability. The design of a floating business shall be based upon accepted basic engineering principles for 
a structure and if, in the judgment of a certified marine surveyor or naval architect, instability is in 
evidence, then at the discretion of the fire marshal and building official the following calculations shall 
be permitted:  

a. Metacentric height. The metacentric height (MG) shall be at least one (1) foot or greater.  

b. Freeboard immersion. The freeboard, as measured from the waterline to the top of the first floor 
or deck of the completed floating business, including dead load but not live load, shall be at least 
one (1) foot four (4) inches (with list angles equal to zero (0) degrees). The allowable immersion 
under the action of off-center loading or wind loading shall not exceed two-thirds of the original 
freeboard with a list angle of four (4) degrees. Freeboard shall be measured from the waterline 
to the top of the floor or deck at the side of the floating business at a point where such freeboard 
has its least dimension.  

c. List angle. The maximum angle of list shall not exceed four (4) degrees under the action of either 
off-center or wind loading.  

d. Off-center loading. The off-center loading shall be considered as applicable to the completed 
floating business, including dead load and shall consist of a line load of one hundred (100) 
pounds or five (5) pounds per foot of width, whichever is greater, per lineal foot (first floor) and 
fifty (50) pounds, or two and one-half (2.5) pounds per foot of width, whichever is greater, per 
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lineal foot (second floor, habitable attic or loft). The uniform line load is to be applied halfway 
between the center of gravity and the outside edge of deck to one (1) side of the floating 
business at a time. The dividing line is the longitudinal axis of the floating business and the 
overturning moment resulting from the off-center loading shall be taken about the computed 
center of gravity. Stability with off-center loading shall be tested on both sides of the longitudinal 
axis. The ratio, MR/MO, MO being the overturning moment due to off-center loading, and the 
MR being the resisting moment due to buoyancy, shall be equal to one (1) applied with a list to 
four (4) degrees. Overturning moments and resisting moments are to be taken about a 
longitudinal line passing through the computed center of gravity.  

e. Wind loading. Wind loading shall be applied to the completed floating business, including dead 
load and live load, but not off-center loading. The ratio, MR/MN, MN being the wind heeling 
moment, and MR being the resisting moment due to buoyancy, shall be equal to one (1) applied 
with a list equal to four (4) degrees.  

f. Calculations by qualified, certified marine surveyor or naval architect. Calculations shall be 
submitted by a certified marine surveyor or naval architect showing that the floating business 
conforms to the requirements of this section.  

(3) Electrical. The following electrical requirements shall be met:  

a. Grounding. In addition to any grounding provided by the conduit system, there shall be installed 
a common grounding conductor of not less than No. 12 AWG, arranged in accordance with the 
requirements of the National Electrical Code (Article 250), properly attached to the interior of all 
metallic boxes, housings and enclosures and properly connected to the grounding facility of all 
receptacles. The hull, if metal, metallic piping, exposed metal structural members, metal railing, 
ladders, etc., shall be effectively bonded to the ground bus. If the hull is built of materials other 
than metal, a ground electrode of corrosion-resistent metal shall be so located as to be in contact 
with the water and be connected with No. 6 AWG copper wire to the ground bus. The electrode 
shall be of bronze or brass and not smaller than one-quarter-inch diameter and eighteen (18) 
inches in length.  

b. Wiring methods. Wiring installations shall comply with the requirements of the Florida Building 
Code, Broward Edition, and the National Electrical Code. Nonmetallic sheathed cable shall be 
limited to the extent of being fished in any existing partitions.  

(4) Fuel gas piping. All fuel gas lines shall be installed in accordance with the Florida Building Code, 
Broward Edition, and with the following special requirements:  

a. Cathodic protection. All gas piping shall have approved cathodic protection.  

b. Connections, valves. Where gas is permitted by the building official to be distributed from 
shoreside facilities, connections to the floating business shall be made by the use of approved 
high pressure flexible hose and such connections shall terminate in a positive disconnect 
coupling. A separate shut-off valve shall be installed ahead of such connection. Connections shall 
not be immersed in water or run exposed on docks, piers, floats or vessels. The length of the 
flexible connection shall not be excessive nor shall it be used as a substitute for gas piping.  

c. Liquid propane gas. The installation of liquid propane gas facilities aboard the floating business 
shall comply with the National Fire Protection Association Code.  

(5) Moorage berths. Moorage berths shall be connected to a public street by land or by walkway not less 
than four (4) feet wide. Walkways and berths shall be illuminated at an average intensity of two (2) 
footcandles.  

(6) Fire protection. The following fire prevention measures shall be observed:  
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a. All floating businesses must be protected by automatic fire sprinkler systems designed and 
installed according to the Florida Building Code, Broward Edition, and the National Fire 
Protection Association Code.  

b. One (1) side of the floating business must be within thirty (30) feet of an approved driveable 
surface, thereby providing access for fire-rescue department equipment.  

c. Where propane gas is used, automatic gas detectors shall be installed as prescribed in the 
National Fire Protection Association Code.  

d. All interior finish shall comply with chapter 37 of the Florida Building Code, Broward Edition.  

e. All cooking equipment and ventilation equipment shall be installed and protected in accordance 
with the Florida Building Code, Broward Edition, and the National Fire Protection Association 
Code.  

f. No open flames, candles, etc., shall be permitted for decorative purpose on any floating business.  

g. There shall be a minimum of one (1) fire hydrant within two hundred fifty (250) feet of the main 
entrance into the floating business.  

h. Portable fire extinguishers shall be installed in accordance with the Florida Building Code, 
Broward Edition and the National Fire Protection Association Code. Additional extinguishers or 
extinguishing capability may be required by the fire marshal.  

(7) A floating business may be issued a certificate of occupancy, notwithstanding less than full compliance 
with this section when, in the judgment of the fire marshal and building official, the following 
conditions are fulfilled:  

a. Compliance is substantially complete; and  

b. Full compliance is not possible with the existing floating business, or would induce severe 
hardship, and no single item of noncompliance, nor all items together, constitutes a threat to the 
safety or welfare of the occupants, users or public.  

(Code 1953, § 11-32; Ord. No. C-68-23, § 2, 6-4-68; Ord. No. C-73-120, § 1, 11-20-73; Ord. No. C-79-59, § 1, 7-17-
79; Ord. No. C-81-65, § 1, 9-15-81; Ord. No. C-89-135, § 3, 12-5-89; Ord. No. C-91-69, § 7, 10-15-91; Ord. No. C-03-
23, § 2, 7-1-03 ; Ord. No. C-17-28 , § 21, 9-13-17) 
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