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Getting Started
LEED v4.1 for Cities and 
Communities: Existing

An introduction to the framework and 
certification program

U.S. Green Building Council

What is LEED for Cities and 
Communities? 

LEED for Cities and Communities is the leading global rating system and 
certification program for evaluating the sustainability and quality of life in a 
city or community. 

It takes a multi‐stakeholder approach and serves as a catalyst and 
transformative tool toward more sustainable, equitable and resilient 
communities around the world.

LEED Program Goals for Cities and Communities

• Inspire leadership, transformation and 
innovation in urban sustainability.

• Protect biodiversity and regenerate 
ecosystem services.

• Meet and exceed net zero carbon, energy, 
waste and water.

• Achieve livability, choice and access for all, 
where people live, work and play.

• Raise the standard of living and quality of 
life for humans all around the globe.

Integrative Process

Natural Systems & Ecology

Transportation & Land Use

Water Efficiency

Energy & GHG Emissions

Materials & Resources

Quality of Life

Innovation

Regional Priority

Integrative Process
INTEGRATIVE PROCESS Cities Communities

Credit Integrative Planning and Leadership 1 1

Credit Green Building Policy and Incentives 4 4

5 points available

1 2

3 4

5 6



5/27/2022

2

Natural Systems and Ecology
NATURAL SYSTEMS AND ECOLOGY Cities Communities

Prereq Ecosystem Assessment REQUIRED REQUIRED

Credit Green Spaces 2 2

Credit Natural Resources Conservation and Restoration 5 5

Credit Light Pollution Reduction 1 1

Credit Resilience Planning 4 4

12 points available

Transportation and Land Use
TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE Cities Communities

Prereq Transportation Performance 6 6

Credit Compact, Mixed Use and Transit Oriented Development 2 2

Credit Access to Quality Transit  1 1

Credit Alternative Fuel Vehicles 2 2

Credit Smart Mobility and Transportation Policy 2 2

Credit High Priority Sites  2 2

15 points available

Water Efficiency
WATER EFFICIENCY Cities Communities

Prereq Water Access and Quality REQUIRED REQUIRED

Prereq Water Performance 6 6

Credit Integrated Water Management 1 1

Credit Stormwater Management 2 2

Credit Smart Water Systems  2 2

11 points available

7 8

9 10

11 12
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Energy and GHG Emissions
ENERGY AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS Cities Communities

Prereq Power Access, Reliability and Resiliency REQUIRED REQUIRED

Prereq Energy and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Management 14 18

Credit Energy Efficiency  4 4

Credit Renewable Energy 6 6

Credit Low Carbon Economy 4 ‐

Credit Grid Harmonization 2 2

30 points available

Materials and Resources
MATERIALS AND RESOURCES Cities Communities

Prereq Solid Waste Management  REQUIRED REQUIRED

Prereq Waste Performance 4 5

Credit Special Waste Streams Management 1 1

Credit Responsible Sourcing for Infrastructure  2 2

Credit Material Recovery 1 ‐

Credit Smart Waste Management Systems  2 2

10 points available

Quality of Life

QUALITY OF LIFE  Cities Communities

Prereq Demographic Assessment  REQUIRED REQUIRED

Prereq Quality of Life Performance 6 6

Credit Trend Improvements 4 4

Credit Distributional Equity 4 4

Credit Environmental Justice 1 1

Credit Housing and Transportation Affordability 2 2

Credit Civic and Community Engagement 2 2

Credit Civil and Human Rights 1 1

20 points available

13 14

15 16

17 18
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Innovation

INNOVATION Cities Communities

Credit Innovation 6 6

6 points available

Regional Priority

REGIONAL PRIORITY Cities Communities

Credit Regional Priority 4 4

4 points available

Submit for certification

“Our vision is to become the most environmentally friendly, socially inclusive, and economically vibrant city in the 
Southeast...one of the most sustainable cities in the U.S.”  

Mayor Buddy Dyer, City of Orlando 

City of Orlando, FL
LEED Gold | November 18, 2019
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More than 220 registered projects and 
120 certifications in 18 countries
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