
DRAFT 
MEETING MINUTES 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 
MARINE ADVISORY BOARD 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021 – 6:00 P.M. 

 
  Cumulative Attendance 
  May 2020 – April 2021 
Grant Henderson, Chair    P  7  1 
Ed Strobel, Vice Chair     P  8  0 
Cliff Berry II       P  6  2 
Deirdre Boling-Lewis    P  5  3 
Robyn Chiarelli      A  4  4 
Barry Flanigan      P  8  0 
Richard Graves      P  5  3 
James Harrison     A  7  1 
Rose Ann Lovell      P  8  0 
Kitty McGowan      A  6  2 
Norbert McLaughlin     P  7  1  
Ted Morley      P  6  2 
Christopher Rotella     A  2  2 
Bill Walker       P  6  2 
Steve Witten      P  8  0 
 
As of this date, there are 15 appointed members to the Board, which means 8 would 
constitute a quorum. 
  
Staff 
Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager 
Jonathan Luscomb, Marine Facilities Supervisor 
Sergeant Laurie Arthur, Fort Lauderdale Police Department 
Brigitte Chiappetta, Recording Secretary, Prototype, Inc. 
 
Communications to City Commission 
 
None. 
 

I. Call to Order / Roll Call 
 
Chair Henderson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and roll was called. 
 

II. Approval of Minutes – March 4, 2021 
 
Motion made by Mr. Morley, seconded by Mr. McLaughlin, to approve the minutes from 
the last meeting. In a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously.  
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III. Statement of Quorum 
 
It was noted a quorum was present at the meeting.  
 

IV. Waterway Crime & Boating Safety Report  
 
Sergeant Laurie Arthur of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department’s Marine Unit reported 
the following activity from the month of March 2021: 

• 35 citations 
• 101 warnings 
• 7 safety inspections 
• 4 accidents  
• 2 burglaries 
• 16 miscellaneous incidents 

 
Sgt. Arthur advised that the upcoming Air Show is scheduled for May 8-9, 2021.  
 

V. Dock Permit – 1029 Cordova Road / Lori Jean Marcellino & M. Austin 
Foreman 

 
Steve Caswell, representing the Applicant, stated that the property owners plan to 
rebuild structures that existed prior to the demolition of a previous seawall. This will 
include a frame structure and piles. Nothing will be attached to the new seawall on 
either the water or the land side. A pre-cast staircase has been designed for the land 
side, including a stable platform that will allow the owners to cross the top of their 
seawall to their dock, which will extend roughly 4 ft. off the seawall.  
 
Mr. Caswell added that he has worked closely with Mr. Cuba of Marine Facilities Staff to 
ensure that the request complies with current County and City requirements.  
 
There being no questions from the Board at this time, Chair Henderson opened the 
public hearing. As there were no individuals wishing to speak on this Item, the Chair 
closed the public hearing and brought the discussion back to the Board. 
 
Mr. Walker asked if this would be one of the first dock waiver requests since the 
rebuilding of the seawall in the subject area. Mr. Cuba confirmed that this was the 
second such request. The Application is compliant with all requirements. Chair 
Henderson noted that the Board will need to ensure that its review of requests in the 
area remains consistent, as more waivers will come forward in the following months. 
 
Mr. Witten asked if it will be left to each homeowner’s discretion regarding the 
construction of stairs, or if uniformity will be required. Mr. Cuba stated that no stairs may 
be attached to the seawall. Mr. Caswell reiterated that the stairs are a stand-alone 
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feature and are not attached to the structure. There is also no physical attachment 
between the dock and the seawall.  
 
Motion made by Mr. Walker, seconded by Mr. Morley, to approve. In a roll call vote, the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 

VI. Dock Permit – 915 Cordova Road / M. Austin Foreman Mgr. Gillis 
Investments 2 LTD 

 
Mr. Caswell, representing the Applicant, stated that this Application also seeks to rebuild 
previous structures that existed before the reconstruction of the seawall. This dock will 
extend “approximately the same distance” into the waterway as the dock described in 
Item V.  
 
There being no questions from the Board at this time, Chair Henderson opened the 
public hearing. As there were no individuals wishing to speak on this Item, the Chair 
closed the public hearing and brought the discussion back to the Board. 
 
Motion made by Mr. Witten, seconded by Mr. Berry, to approve. In a roll call vote, the 
motion passed unanimously.  
 

VII. Dock Permit – 1207 Seminole Drive / William H. & Vicki L. Schaefer 
 
This Item was deferred. 
 

VIII. Dock Waiver -- 141 Isle of Venice / Madison Abele, Casa Murano LLC 
 
This Item was deferred. 
 

IX. Old / New Business 
 
Mr. Flanigan recalled that at their March 2021 meeting, the Board had voted in favor of 
a variance requested on 20th Avenue. At a subsequent City Commission meeting, 
however, the Commission unanimously rejected the variance. He also noted that the 
Commission had not been supportive of the Board’s recommendation and had 
characterized the Board’s approval process as “rubber-stamping” variances and other 
requests.  
 
Mr. Flanigan continued that several facts had been omitted from the presentation of the 
variance to the Commission, including issues relating to service vehicles, fuel delivery, 
and detailing of boats on the property. He pointed out that this activity is permitted in the 
subject area, and that significant tax dollars are generated there. He emphasized the 
importance of the Marine Advisory Board building a better relationship with the City 
Commission.  
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Chair Henderson stated that he had provided the Board members with a video link to 
the Commission’s comments regarding the variance request. He recalled that one of the 
Commission’s concerns was the use of the applicant’s boat as a charter vehicle in the 
past, although it has not been used in this manner since 2017. This led to the 
characterization of the boat as being used for business purposes at the requested dock.  
 
Ms. Boling-Lewis observed that there are a number of charter fishing vessels that pick 
up customers at private docks, although she clarified that she could not speak to 
whether this was the case with the variance applicant. The activity occurred during the 
COVID-19 pandemic when charter vessels gave up their dock space because rents 
were not abated. Chair Henderson reiterated that the applicant’s vessel has not been 
used for charter service in a number of years.  
 
Ms. Lovell advised that most residents along 20th avenue are in favor of marina activity 
in the area, and pointed out that while the Commission may have denied the applicant’s 
variance request, this does not prevent the applicant from docking his boat at his 
property. She estimated that a high percentage of properties in the area have waivers. 
 
Ms. Lovell continued that the Board members take their responsibilities as an advisory 
body seriously, and that they should consider meeting with the individual City 
Commissioners to discuss concerns about the relationship between the Board and the 
Commission. She was also in favor of developing a more uniform Code, as it may be 
possible that the Commission’s issues with waivers and variances are not limited to this 
neighborhood but may be City-wide.  
 
Ms. Boling-Lewis agreed, pointing out that one of her concerns as a Board member is 
the lack of standards for granting a waiver. There are no definitions of the requirements 
that waiver requests must meet in order for the Board to recommend for or against 
them.  
 
Chair Henderson stated that the Commission’s reasons for denying the request are not 
consistent with the reasons the Board approved the request. The Board considers 
factors such as safety and the navigable waterway, while the Commission seemed to 
have denied the request for other reasons. Mr. Berry commented that the Board’s 
decisions are based on what is or is not included in City Code, as well as educated 
input on what makes for safe passage on waterways. Mr. Witten noted that the 
members are a dedicated group of professionals who volunteer their time because they 
care about the City. 
 
Vice Chair Strobel also recommended that the Board members reach out to their 
respective City Commissioners and the Mayor on an individual basis to discuss this 
further. Mr. Morley suggested that the Board send a communication to the City 
Commission, inviting one or all of the Commissioners to sit in on a Board meeting and 
observe the Board’s discussion and review of requests before decisions are made.  
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Mr. Flanigan reiterated that the 25% rule to which he had referred earlier has been 
adopted by the County and state, but not by the City, although it has been presented to 
individual Commissioners at different times. He suggested placing this item on a future 
agenda and inviting the City Commissioners to attend and hear its discussion. Mr. Cuba 
clarified that an item would be placed on the June meeting agenda to review the City’s 
Unified Land Development Regulations (ULDR) criteria as it relates to dock waivers.  
 
 Mr. Walker suggested that the Board may consider sending biannual communications 
to the City Commission in the future to request input on their activities. He pointed out 
that in addition to addressing waiver requests, the Board also considers larger issues, 
such as tunnel crossings, dredging, public and private marinas, and lack of slip space.  
 
Ms. Boling-Lewis noted that there are a number of undefined terms that can leave items 
open to interpretation, which can contribute to a misunderstanding by the public. If the 
City can provide more objective standards by which the Board can grant or deny 
waivers, this could address many concerns.  
 
Ms. Lovell advised that due to the Commission’s current perception of the Board, a 
communication to them might be dismissed. She instead recommended scheduling 
individual meetings with the City Manager, the Mayor, and the Commissioners, and 
urged the other Board members to join her in taking this step. The communication to the 
Commission could be postponed until the Board has a more comprehensive plan on 
how to address their concerns, including inconsistencies between the City’s Code and 
state or County requirements. 
 
Mr. Cuba recalled that the Board had provided significant input on the reform of boat lift 
Code, which occurred six to seven years ago. They had brought an idea to the City 
Commission that resulted in the rewrite of that portion of Code. He noted that there is a 
communication to the City Commission which is specific to the City’s seawalls, which 
will be presented at the Commission’s April 6, 2021 meeting, and encouraged members 
to attend and represent the Board at this meeting. 
 
Mr. Morley requested that Mr. Cuba opine on the Sunshine Law as it relates to meetings 
with individual Commissioners. Mr. Cuba replied that an individual Board member may 
meet with individual Commissioners and/or the City Manager to discuss Board-related 
issues; however, more than one Board member may not meet with a Commissioner at 
the same time.  
 
Mr. Graves suggested that the issue may not be with the Board specifically but with the 
City’s marinas, pointing out that this culture seems to have been overtaken by other 
types of development. He felt the City Commission may need to better understand the 
impact of marine industries on Fort Lauderdale.  
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Mr. Cuba advised that the Commissioners also have the option of viewing the Board’s 
meetings at their leisure, as the meetings are recorded. He confirmed that a discussion 
of ULDR criteria in relation to waivers will be placed on the June meeting agenda 
 
Tyler Chappell, private citizen, stated that the Commission should be made aware of the 
Board’s history of discussion of waivers, permits, and consistency with regulatory 
agencies. This has been brought to the Commission’s attention in the past and was 
well-received. He also noted that when waivers are brought before the Board, it is the 
presenting consultant’s responsibility to ensure that they are consistent with regulatory 
requirements, consider the impacts on resources and navigation, and include outreach 
to individuals near the subject properties. He felt the perception of a rubber stamp could 
be related to the fact that the Board is reviewing information that the consultant has 
already vetted, which makes for simpler decisions.  
 
Mr. Berry reported that the Broward County Marine Advisory Committee approved an 
Enhanced Marine Law Enforcement Grant (EMLEG) that will provide $184,104 for Fort 
Lauderdale’s Marine Unit, among other law enforcement entities in Broward County. 
The funding will allow for more enforcement and more aggressive hours on the 
waterway.  
 

X. Adjournment 
 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was 
adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Any written public comments made 48 hours prior to the meeting regarding items 
discussed during the proceedings have been attached hereto. 
 
[Minutes prepared by K. McGuire, Prototype, Inc.] 



  ITEM VI 
MEMORANDUM MF NO. 21-09 
 
 
 
DATE:  April 15, 2021 
 
TO:  Marine Advisory Board   
 
FROM: Andrew Cuba, Manager of Marine Facilities 
 
RE: May 6, 2021 MAB - Dock Waiver of Distance Limitations  

Lee J. & Patti A. Engler / 321 N. Birch Road, PH 3, Slip # 4.  
 
Attached for your review is an application from Lee. J. & Patti A. Engler 
/ 321 N. Birch Road, PH 3, Slip # 4 (see Exhibit 1). 
 
APPLICATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The applicants are requesting approval for the installation of a +/- 46’ x 18’ (+/- 828 square 
foot) no profile boat lift extending a maximum of 51’ from the property line into the 
Intracoastal Waterway (ICWW). The distances this proposed structure would extend from 
the property line into the ICWW is shown in the survey in Exhibit 1 and summarized in 
Table 1 below: 
 

TABLE 1 
PROPOSED STRUCTURE STRUCTURE 

DISTANCE FROM 
PROPERTY LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

DISTANCE 
REQUIRING 

WAIVER 

No Profile Boatlift 51’ 25’ 26’ 
 

 
Section 47-19.3 C limits the maximum distance of mooring structures, including boatlifts, to 
25% of the width of the waterway, or 25%, whichever is less.  Section 47.19.3.E authorizes 
the City Commission to waive this limitation based upon a finding of extraordinary 
circumstances. The applicant has indicated that the boatlift is necessary to safely moor the 
resident’s vessels, especially during high wind events and severe weather. Light 
penetration and protection of natural resources are also identified.   
 
PROPERTY LOCATION AND ZONING 
 
The property is located within the IOA Zoning District.  It is situated on the ICWW where 
the width of the waterway to the closest structure is +/-562’, according to the Summary 
Description provided in Exhibit 1 
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DOCK PLAN AND BOATING SAFETY 
 
Records reflect that there have seven (7) waivers of docking distance limitations approved 
by the City Commission within close proximity since 2009.  A comparison of these as 
shown in Table 2 including the maximum distances of all mooring structures extending into 
the ICWW follows:   
 
      TABLE 2 

DATE ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 
2009 540 Lido Drive 45’6” 
2009 209 Grand Birch, Slip 4 45’6” 
2011 215 N. Birch Road 47.5’ 
2013 209 Grand Birch, Slip 3 39.3’ 
2014 321 N. Birch Road 75’ 
2015 209 Grand Birch, Slip 1 45’ 
2021 321 N. Birch Road, PH1, Slip 1 55’ 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Should the Marine Advisory consider approval of the application, the Resolution under 
consideration for approval by the City Commission should include at least the following as 
prescribed in the ULDR and City Code of Ordinances: 
 
1. The applicant is required to comply with all applicable building and zoning 

regulations as well as any other Federal and State laws and permitting 
requirements including the Broward County Environmental Protection and Growth 
Management Department, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

 
2. As a general condition of approval and in order to review for final consistency with 

construction of facilities in accord with this application and City building permits the 
applicant is required to provide the City’s Supervisor of Marine Facilities with copies 
of “As Built” drawings from a certified and licensed contractor. 

 
 
 
AC 
Attachment 
 
cc: Enrique Sanchez, Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation 
 Jon Luscomb, Marine Facilities Supervisor 
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Summary Description 
321 N Birch Rd-Engler Lift 
TCG Project No. 21-0038 

 
 

The project site is located along the New River at 321 N Birch Rd, in Section 12, 
Township 50, Range 42, in the City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida 
The property is located along the Intracoastal Waterway (ICWW), which is a tidal water. 
The nearest direct connection to the Atlantic Ocean is approximately 2.5 miles to the 
south at the Port Everglades Inlet. As the project site is located along the ICWW, the 
incoming tidal waters (flood) at the site move to the north and the outgoing waters (ebb) 
move to the south. 
 
The project site consists of an existing 200 ln. ft. concrete seawall, ±520 ft² concrete 
marginal dock, a ±120 ft² finger piers, ten (10) mooring piles, three (3) triple pile 
clusters, and a 50,000 lb boat lift. The existing structures extending more than 25’ from 
the property were previously authorized under Resolutions #14-0971 and #20-37. The 
proposed project includes the installation of a ±828 ft² no profile boat lift. As measured 
from the property line, the proposed structures encroach more than 25’ from the 
property line into the ICWW. As these distances are over the allowable 25’ distance into 
the waterway from the property line, the proposed boatlift will require a variance waiver. 
 
The proposed structures are being applied for concurrently with the Broward County 
Environmental Protection & Growth Management Department, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, and US Army Corps of Engineers.  
 
The following five (5) matters provide justification for this waiver request: 
 

1. All structures and piles will not exceed 30% of the width of the waterway. 
 

2. Due to the extraordinary width of the waterway at this location to the closest 
structure (±562’), the proposed project will not impede navigation within the 
ICWW. 

 
3. The proposed structure is necessary for safely mooring resident’s vessels, 

especially during high wind events and severe weather. 
 
4. The proposed structure is consistent with the previously authorized structures 

located at the property and does not exceed the triple mooring piles at 75.0’ 
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(Resolution #14-0971) or 1,000 ft² 50,000 lift installed in slip 2, that extends 
55.0’ (Resolution #20-37). 

 
5. The proposed boat lift will allow for light penetration and protection of natural 

resources. 
 

 
If this waiver is approved, the applicant will comply with all necessary construction 
requirements stated in Section 47-19.3 (C)(D)(E). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

STRUCTURE  PROPOSED 
STRUCTURES 

STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE 

FROM 
PROPERTY 

LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

DISTANCE 
REQUIRING 
A WAIVER 

A No Profile Boat 
Lift 51.0’ 25’ 26’ 
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EXHIBIT IV 
ORIGINAL SURVEY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ALTA/ACSM LAND TITLE SURVEY
LOTS 1-4, BLOCK 9, LAUDER-DEL-MAR

PLAT BOOK 7 PAGE 30, B.C.R.

NOTES: 

 OFFICE NOTES 

McLAUGHLIN ENGINEERING COMPANY (LB#285)

McLAUGHLIN ENGINEERING COMPANY

06 - 3 - 004(07)

 CERTIFICATION 

 Legal Description 

LEGEND

Location Sketch

THIS
SURVEY

 ALTA/ACSM CERTIFICATION 
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ZONING AERIAL 
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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1. Central portion of the subject site, facing southeast along the ICWW.  

 
 

 
2. Central portion of the subject site, facing northeast along the ICWW.  
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EXHIBIT VII 
PROJECT PLANS 
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EXHIBIT IX 
EXISTING WAIVERS IN THE VICINTY 
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EXISTING WAIVERS IN THE VICINITY 

 

 
 

ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 
321 N Birch Rd 75’ 
321 N Birch Rd 55’ 
215 N Birch Rd 47.5’ 

209 Grand Birch, Slip 3 39.3’ 
209 Grand Birch, Slip 4 45.5’ 

Subject Site 51’ 
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EXHIBIT X 
LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 

 
 
 

ADDRESS OWNER 
321 N Birch Road #401 Richard Caparso 
321 N Birch Rd #403 Edward Cave 

321 N Birch Road #602 Jeff Grubs 
321 N Birch Rd #702 Harry Weckstrom 
321 N Birch Rd #501 Michael DiTullio 
321 N Birch Rd #1101 Bob & Mary Berard 

 
 

 

SUBJECT SITE 
#403 

#1101 

#401 
#602 

#702 
#501 















  ITEM VII 
 
MEMORANDUM MF NO. 21-10 
 
 
DATE:  April 26, 2021 
 
TO:  Marine Advisory Board Members  
 
FROM: Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager 
 
RE: May 6, 2021 MAB Meeting - Dock Waiver of Distance Limitations –  Madison 

Abele , Casa Murano LLC  / 141 Isle of Venice  
 
 
Attached for your review is an application from Madison Abele, Casa Murano LLC / 141 
Isle of Venice. 
 
APPLICATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The applicant is requesting approval for installation of twenty-two (22) wood mooring piles 
extending a maximum of +/-49.4 into the adjacent Rio Grande Waterway. The distances 
this structure will extend from the property line into waterway is shown in the survey and 
summarized in Table 1 below: 

 
TABLE 1 

PROPOSED 
STRUCTURES 

 STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE FROM 
PROPERTY LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

AMOUNT OF 
DISTANCE 
REQUIRING 

WAIVER 
Mooring Pile Group A (3 

piles) 
+/-49.4’ 25’ +/-24.4’ 

Mooring Pile Group B (4 
piles) 

+/-44.7’ 25’ +/-19.7’ 

Mooring Pile Group C (2 
piles) 

+/-39.8’ 25’ +/-14.8’ 

Mooring Pile Group D (13 
piles) 

+/-26.4’ 25’ +/-1.4’ 

 
 
The City’s Unified Land and Development Regulations (UDLR) Sec. 47-19.3.D  limits the 
maximum distance of mooring piles to 25’ or 30% of the width of the waterway, whichever 
is less, from the property line.  Section 47-19.3.E authorizes the City Commission to waive 
that limitation based on a finding of extraordinary circumstances. The applicant indicates 
that the proposed mooring piles are necessary to safely moor resident’s vessels, 
especially during high wind events and sever weather.  



Marine Advisory Board 
May 6, 2021 
Page 2 
 
 
 
PROPERTY LOCATION AND ZONING 
 
The property is located within the RMM-25 Residential Mid Rise Multi Family / Medium 
High Density District.  It is situated along the Rio Grande Waterway. 
 
DOCK PLAN AND BOATING SAFETY 
 
 
Marine Facilities’ records reflect there has been at least six (6) Waivers of Limitation 
approved by the City Commission within close proximity to 141 Isle of Venice (Table 2). 
       

TABLE 2 
DATE ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 

July 1985 440 Hendricks Isle Pilings – 39’ 
June 1989 13 Hendricks Isle Pilings – 80’ 
July 2007 101 Hendricks Isle Pilings – 30’ 
April 2013 91 Isle of Venice Pilings – 45’ 
April 2019 1 Hendricks Isle Boatlift – 43’ 
July 2019 95 Hendricks Isle Pilings/Finger Pier – 35’ 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Should the Marine Advisory approve the application, the resolution under consideration by 
the City Commission should include at least the following as prescribed in the ULDR and 
City Code of Ordinances: 
 
 
1. The applicant is required to comply with all applicable building and zoning 

regulations as well as any other Federal and State laws and permitting 
requirements including the Broward County Environmental Protection and Growth 
Management Department, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

2. As a general condition of approval and in order to review for final consistency with 
construction of facilities in accord with this application and City building permits the 
applicant is required to provide the City’s Supervisor of Marine Facilities with copies 
of “As Built” drawings from a certified and licensed contractor. 
 

AC 
Attachment 
 
cc:   
Enrique Sanchez, Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation  
Jon Luscomb, Marine Facilities Supervisor 
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141 ISLE OF VENICE DRIVE 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
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Summary Description 
141 Isle of Venice Drive 
TCG Project No. 20-0004 

 
 

The project site is located along the Middle River at 141 Isle of Venice Drive, in Section 
01, Township 50, Range 42, in the City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida 
The property is located along the Rio Grande Waterway, which is a tidal water. The 
nearest direct connection to the Atlantic Ocean is approximately 2.5 miles to the south 
at the Port Everglades Inlet. As the project site is located along the Rio Grande 
Waterway, the incoming tidal waters (flood) at the site move to the north and the 
outgoing waters (ebb) move to the south. 
 
The project site consists of an existing ±120 ln. ft. concrete panel seawall, five (5) wood 
finger piers and nine (9) wood mooring piles. The proposed project includes the removal 
of the existing finger piers and mooring piles, the installation of a ±300 sq. ft. concrete 
marginal dock, the installation of 120 ln. ft. of new concrete panel seawall with batter 
piles,  four (4) 20’x4’ finger piers (320 ft²) and the installation of twenty-two (22) wood 
mooring piles. As measured from the property line, the mooring piles encroach more 
than 25’ from the wetface and property line into the Middle River. As these distances 
are over the allowable 25’ distance into the waterway from the property line, the 
proposed mooring piles will require a variance waiver. 
 
 
The proposed structures have been approved by Broward County Environmental 
Protection & Growth Management Department (DF20-1314), Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection (06-0396734-001), and US Army Corps of Engineers (SAJ-
2020-04341).  
 
The following five (5) matters provide justification for this waiver request: 
 

1. All structures and piles will not exceed 30% of the width of the waterway. 
 

2. Due to the extraordinary width of the waterway at this location from wetface to 
wetface (±164’), the proposed project will not impede navigation within the 
Rio Grande Waterway. 

 
3. The proposed piles are necessary for safely mooring resident’s vessels, 

especially during high wind events and severe weather 
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4. The proposed project is consistent with existing waivers in the area that have 
been issued up to 80’. 

 
5. The proposed project is a reconfiguration of an existing marina, with similar 

size finger piers and pile locations.  
 
 
If this waiver is approved, the applicant will comply with all necessary construction 
requirements stated in Section 47-19.3 (C)(D)(E). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

STRUCTURE  PROPOSED 
STRUCTURES 

STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE 

FROM 
PROPERTY 

LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

DISTANCE 
REQUIRING 
A WAIVER 

Mooring Pile Mooring Pile 
Group A (3 piles) ±49.4’ 25’ ±24.4’ 

Mooring Pile Mooring Pile 
Group B (4 piles) ±44.7’ 25’ ±19.7’ 

Mooring Pile Mooring Pile 
Group C (2 piles) ±39.8’ 25’ ±14.8’ 

Mooring Pile 
Mooring Pile 
Group D (13 

piles) 
±26.4’ 25’ ±1.4’ 
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EXHIBIT III 
WARRANTY DEED 
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ORIGINAL SURVEY 
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1. Southern portion of the subject site, facing north along the Rio Grande Waterway.  

 

 
2. Northern portion of the subject site, facing south along the Rio Grande Waterway.  
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EXISTING WAIVERS IN THE VICINTY 
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ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 
440 Hendricks Isle 39.0’ 
101 Hendricks Isle 30.0’ 
95 Hendricks Isle 35.0’ 
13 Hendricks Isle 80.0’ 
1 Hendricks Isle 43.0’ 
91 Isle of Venice 45.0’ 

Subject Site 49.4’ 

 

101 Hendricks 
Isle 

 141 Isle of Venice 

 

 
440 Hendricks 
Isle 

 95 Hendricks 
Isle 

 
 

13 Hendricks 
Isle 

1 Hendricks 
Isle 

 91 Isle of Venice 



   ITEM VIII 

 
 

MEMORANDUM NO. MF  21-07 
 
 
 
DATE:  March 16, 2021 
 
TO:  Marine Advisory Board   
 
FROM: Andrew Cuba, Manager of Marine Facilities 
 
RE: May 6, 2021 MAB Meeting – Application - Dock Waiver of Distance Limitations – 

William H. Jr. & Vicki L. Schaefer / 1207 Seminole Drive 
 
 
Attached for your review is an application from William H. Jr. & Vicki L. Schaefer / 1207 Seminole 
Drive (see Exhibit 1). 
 
APPLICATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The applicant is requesting approval for the installation of a 25’ long by 4’ wide wood finger pier (+/-
100 sq. ft.) and the installation of one (1) wood 12” mooring pile, extending a maximum of 53.5’ from 
the property line. The proposed distances for the dock and piling extending into Seminole Lake are 
shown in the survey in Exhibit 1 and summarized in Table 1 below: 
 

TABLE 1 
PROPOSED 

STRUCTURES 
STRUCTURES 

DISTANCE 
FROM 

PROPERTY 
LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

DISTANCE REQUIRING 
A WAIVER 

Finger Pier 33.0’ 25’ 8.0’ 
Mooring Pile 53.5’ 25’ 28.5’ 

 
 
 
 
The City’s Unified Land and Development Regulations (UDLR), Section 47-19.3.C and D, limits the 
maximum distance of finger piers to 25’ or 25%, whichever is less,  and mooring piles to 25’  or 30%, 
whichever is less, from the property line.   Section 47.19.3.E authorizes the City Commission to waive 
this limitation based on a finding of extraordinary circumstances. The Summary Description specifies 
the following justifications for the waiver request: 
 

1. Extraordinary width at project site from wet face to wet face (+/- 335’) would not impede 
navigation 

2. The proposed structures are necessary to safely moor resident’s vessels, especially during 
high wind events/severe weather.  

3. The angle of the applicant’s property lines do not provide adequate length along the existing 
dock to moor the applicant’s vessels parallel within vessel side yard setbacks.  
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PROPERTY LOCATION AND ZONING 
 
The property is located within the Beach Way Heights RS-4.4 Residential Single Family Low/Medium    
Density Zoning District.  It is situated along Seminole Lake.      
 
TIDAL CONDITIONS 
 
The Summary Description makes mention to the incoming tidal waters (flood) moving to the south 
and the outgoing waters (ebb) moving to the north.   
 
DOCK PLAN AND BOATING SAFETY 
 
Marine Facilities office records reflect that there have been at least twelve (12) waivers of distance 
limitation approved by the City Commission since 1979 with the most recent opposite 1100/1120 
Seminole Drive in 2013.  Table 2 represents the maximum distances of mooring piers/pilings:   
 

TABLE 2 
DATE ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 
1979 1280 Seminole Drive 42’ 
1980 1224 Seminole Drive 40’ 
1984 1224 Seminole Drive 51’ 
1985 1240 Seminole Drive 46’ 
1990 2701 East Sunrise Blvd 487.4’ 
1990 2800 Yacht Club Blvd 120’ 
1994 1256 Seminole Drive 33’ 
1995 1272 Seminole Drive 40’ 
2009 1256 Seminole Drive 58’ 
2009 1224 Seminole Drive 50’ 
2011 1200 Seminole Drive 50’ 
2013 1100/1120 Seminole Drive 54.7’ 
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The proposed dock structures are being applied for concurrently with the Broward County 
Environmental and Growth Management Department (EPGMD), Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP), and US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE).  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Should the Marine Advisory Board consider approval of the application, the resolution under 
consideration for approval by the City Commission should include at least the following: 
 
1. The applicant is required to comply with all applicable building and zoning regulations as well 

as any other Federal and State laws and permitting requirements including the Broward 
County Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department, the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

2. As a general condition of approval and in order to review for final consistency with construction 
of facilities in accord with this application and City building permits the applicant is required to 
provide the City’s Supervisor of Marine Facilities with copies of “As Built” drawings from a 
certified and licensed contractor. 
 

 
 
AC 
Attachment 
 
cc: Enrique Sanchez,  Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation 
 Jon Luscomb, Supervisor of Marine Facilities 
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EXHIBIT II 
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
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Summary Description 
1207 Seminole Drive 

TCG Project No. 21-0005 
 

 
The project site is located along Seminole Lake at 1207 Seminole Drive, in Section 36, 
Township 49, Range 42, in the City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida 
The property is located along Seminole Lake, which is a tidal water. The nearest direct 
connection to the Atlantic Ocean is approximately 3.5 miles to the south at the Port 
Everglades Inlet. As the project site is located along the Seminole Lake, the incoming 
tidal waters (flood) at the site move to the south and the outgoing waters (ebb) move to 
the north. 
 
The project site consists of an existing ±55 ln. ft. coral rock wall with a footer, and a 
±549 sq. ft. wood marginal dock. The proposed project includes the installation of a 
25’x4’ wood finger pier (±100 sq. ft.) and the installation of one (1) wood 12-inch 
mooring pile. As measured from the existing wetface and property line, the proposed 
finger pier and mooring pile encroach more than 25’ from the wetface and property line 
into the Seminole Lake. As these distances are over the allowable 25’ distance into the 
waterway from the property line, the proposed finger pier and mooring pile will require a 
variance waiver. 
 
The proposed structures are being applied for concurrently with the Broward County 
Environmental Protection & Growth Management Department, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, and US Army Corps of Engineers.  
 
The following four (4) matters provide justification for this waiver request: 
 

1. All structures and piles will not exceed 30% of the width of the waterway. 
 

2. Due to the extraordinary width of the waterway at this location from wetface to 
wetface (±335’), the proposed project will not impede navigation within the 
Seminole Lake. 

 
3. The proposed structures are necessary for safely mooring resident’s vessels, 

especially during high wind events and severe weather. 
 
4. The angle of the applicant’s property lines do not provide adequate length 

along the existing dock to moor the applicant’s vessels parallel with the 
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existing dock while also adhering to side yard setback for mooring of vessels 
(Section 47-19.3 (H)). 

 
 
If this waiver is approved, the applicant will comply with all necessary construction 
requirements stated in Section 47-19.3 (C)(D)(E). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STRUCTURE  PROPOSED 
STRUCTURES 

STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE 

FROM 
PROPERTY 

LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

DISTANCE 
REQUIRING 
A WAIVER 

A Finger pier 33.0’ 25’ 8.0’ 

B Mooring pile 53.5’ 25’ 28.5’ 
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WARRANTY DEED 
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EXHIBIT IV 
ORIGINAL SURVEY 
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EXHIBIT V 

ZONING AERIAL 
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EXHIBIT VI 

SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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1. Southern portion of the subject site, facing north along Seminole Lake. 

 
 

 
2. Northern portion of the subject site, facing south along Seminole Lake.  
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EXHIBIT VII 
PROJECT PLANS 
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EXHIBIT IX 
EXISTING WAIVERS IN THE VICINTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



   

EXISTING WAIVERS IN THE VICINITY 

 

 

ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 
1280 Seminole Drive 42’ 
1224 Seminole Drive 50’ 
1240 Seminole Drive 46’ 
2701 E Sunrise Blvd 487.4’ 

2800 Yacht Club Blvd 120’ 
1256 Seminole Drive 58’ 
1272 Seminole Drive 40’ 
1200 Seminole Drive 50’ 

1100/1120 Seminole Drive 54.7’ 
1180 N Federal Highway 54.7’ 

Subject Site 53.5’ 
 

SUBJECT SITE 

1180 N Federal Highway 

1100/1120 Seminole Drive 

1280 Seminole Drive 

1224 Seminole Drive 
1240 Seminole Drive 

2701 E Sunrise Blvd 

2800 Yacht Club Blvd 

1272 Seminole Drive 

1200 Seminole Drive 

1256 Seminole Drive 
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EXHIBIT X 
LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 

 
 
 

ADDRESS OWNER 
1201 Seminole Drive Jok E. & Alison Williams Jevizian 
1208 Seminole Drive Brian Kilcullen 
1215 Seminole Drive Brian Keenan 

 
 
 
 

SUBJECT SITE 

1201 Seminole Drive 

1215 Seminole Drive 

1208 Seminole Drive 
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