
 

 

 

 

 

Walk of Fame Nomination Carryovers 
Johnny Alexander 

J. David Armstrong 

Sal Bellassai 

C.A. (Chuck) Black 

Robert Bubier 

Stephen Calder, Robert Hoffman, James Hunt, & Joseph Taravella 

John Day 

Keyon Dooling 

Eugenia Duncan Ellis 

Howard Fine 

John Flanagan 

Sherry Friendlander-Olsen 

Jorg Hruschka 



Bill Huegle 

Ryan Hunter-Reay 

Zola Keller 

Kevin Lane 

Barry Max Levy 

Patrina Makin-Suydam 

John McLaughlin 

Bea Morley 

Edward J. “Ted” Morse, Jr. 

Coach Jack Nelson 

The Penrod Family 
 (Jack, Michele, Michael Penrod and Tracey Penrod Higney) 

 
Richard F. Perry 

Keith Pisut 

Sandra Post 

Sr. Marie Schramko 

Tim Smith 

Robert L. Stephens, Sr. 

Kim Sweers 

Thomas L. Tapp 

Aiton Joseph “AJ” Yaari 























President J. David Armstrong

111 E. Las Olas Blvd. 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304

(954) 201-7401

amccoy@broward.edu



All American City Award:

1. Describe nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the city?

Professional Accomplishments:

J. David Armstrong, Jr. brings more than 25 years of experience as a state and national leader in 
higher education and economic development. In July 2007, he was appointed the sixth president 
of Broward College, and now oversees one of the largest and most diverse institutions in 
America, with more than 60,000 students across 12 campuses and centers in South Florida. 

Under President Armstrong’s leadership, the College has moved from a traditional community 
college to an institution that also offers 12 baccalaureate programs in targeted workforce areas, 
providing career opportunities for students and a trained workforce for business and industry. 
Under his guidance, the College has also been ranked among the top ten community colleges in 
the nation, by the Washington D.C.-based Aspen Institute, and consistently ranks as one of the 
top ten associate degree producers in the country by Community College Week.

Other accomplishments include:

Broward College Overall 

 Nearly 1 MILLION PEOPLE have taken a class at Broward College — and more than 
125,000 STUDENTS from all walks of life have earned degrees — since the College 
opened in 1960.

 63,000 students attended BC in 2015
 11,836 degrees were conferred between May and December graduations in 2015
 1,721 Associate’s Degrees were conferred to African American students
 1,848 Associate’s Degrees were conferred to Hispanic students
 Students represent 180 countries, up from 150
 Broward College RANKS FIFTH NATIONALLY for conferring associate’s degrees, 

according to Community College Week’s Top 100 Associate Degree Producers.
 Broward College ranks ninth in the nation in nursing and seventeenth in health programs 

and related careers. Broward College provided South Florida with nearly 350 new or 
newly-qualified nurses last year, making our nursing program one of the busiest in the 
region. The nursing program has a 95.9% Passing Rate

BC Online

 #4 in the State for Online Enrollment (including universities)
 Full time students has increased by 15%
 Now that the College has resolved the issue of remote proctoring, everything – including 

test taking - is now online.
 BC Online has implemented cost savings initiatives, helping save more than $1 million in 

materials and textbook costs. Students save $1,234 on average because of these 
initiatives



Technical/Career Programs

 In 2015, Broward College was selected as one of 30 institutions nationwide to participate 
in the Pathways Project, led by the American Association of Community Colleges 
(AACC). Funded through a $5.2 million grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
the College contributed to the implementation of guided academic and career pathways, 
which will be implemented at other institutions around the country.

 Broward College graduates are among the HIGHEST EARNERS in the state according to 
a 2015 labor market study.

 Median first-year earnings of our associate of arts (A.A.) graduates is $28,000, which is 
higher than the statewide average of $27,452.

 Eighty-three percent of associate of science degree holders (A.S.) from Broward College 
are employed and have a median first-year earnings of $46,656, which is higher than the 
state average of $43,876.

 Associate of applied science (A.A.S.) in business administration degree holders have the 
highest first-year earnings in the state, at $40,564 — which is nearly $8,000 more than 
the state average of $32,116.

Community Accomplishments:

Under the leadership of President J. David Armstrong, Broward College has firmly stood by its 
mission to provide a high-quality education that is affordable and accessible to all.  During these 
last 50 years, we have also considered ourselves a partner in the community, as we have always 
believed that together we can make our county a better place through education and community 
service.  It has been extremely important to President Armstrong to be good stewards in the 
community and work with various partners to meet the needs of both the community and the 
college.

From 2010-2015 Broward College has contributed over $4.2 million dollars to nonprofit groups in 
our community.  Our impact consists of sponsorship, memberships, in-kind donations and 
employee giving.
• Sponsorship: $605,795
• Memberships: $3,056,144
• In-kind Donations: $89,506
• MLK Day of Service: $81,751

In 2014, Broward College identified three partnership priorities that would not only benefit society, 
but would also align with their organization’s goals: College & Career Readiness, Economic 
Development & Employee Engagement.

Impact of Causes:

COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS: 

While Broward College has given to a variety of nonprofits, we have established strong 
partnerships with HANDY, Urban League, Hispanic Unity, Leadership Broward’s Follow the 
Leader in You and the Boys and Girls Club of Broward County over the last year. Of our 
sponsorship dollars for 2014/2015, we have awarded over $48,000 in cash (48% of our budget) 



to these groups as well as provided over $19,000 in in-kind donations, totally $67,000 to these 
four groups alone.  In addition, we have faculty and staff that serve as board members and/or 
committee members for each organization.

For our communities, having a college-educated and career ready workforce offers great 
opportunities to our county.  To compete in 21st century work environment, career literacy is vital 
for the next generation of college students and career-minded individuals, for they face a more 
demanding, more competitive and more knowledge-intensive world than ever before.  We’ve 
partnered with such programs as: HANDY, Urban League, Leadership Broward & Boys and Girls 
Club in the following capacities:

• HANDY’s Ready, Set, College! is a workshop designed to assist the student to prepare for, 
initiate and finalize their post-secondary plans.  The goal is to provide useful information for the 
students to help them understand the college search and application process and jump start their 
pursuit of those opportunities through informed, resource filled sessions that provide hands-on
support and guidance.

• Urban League’s College Ready (ULCR) is the response to enhance the college attendance and 
retention rates of minority students. ULCR helps 9th-12th grade students make academic 
progress, and develop important skills, attitudes and aptitudes that will aid in their transition from 
high school and position them for postsecondary success.

• Leadership Broward’s Follow the Leadership in You is a facilitated leadership specific 
curriculum tailored for at-risk middle and high school youth. The focus of the FLY program is to 
help youth understand and acquire the knowledge and social and leadership skills they need to 
become healthy and productive adults and leaders. We know that all youth have underlying traits 
that make them potential leaders, given the right stimuli and environment.

• Boys & Girls Club Career Launch is for members, ages 14 – 18, to learn about the 
majors/programs offered at a Broward College campus, go on a campus tour and learn about 
financial aid and scholarship information by planning a series of workshops and tours throughout 
the day.

Through these four programs alone, Broward College has been able to impact 16,285 middle and 
high school at-risk students by exposing them to the possibilities of an education and/or career 
track.  To compete in 21st century work environment, career literacy is vital for the next 
generation of college students and career-minded individuals, for they face a more demanding, 
more competitive and more knowledge-intensive world than ever before.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:

At a time when job creation is critical to communities, Broward College works with community 
organizations, governments, and businesses of all sizes to prepare workers for the employment 
opportunities available in today's economy.

In just three years, Broward College has donated over $380,000 to be a driver in economic 
development in Broward County.  With a three year investment level of $50,000 to the CEO 
Council of the Greater Fort Lauderdale Alliance, Broward College supports putting Broward 
County “back on the radar screen” as a headquarters city.  Broward College has been 
instrumental in working with key headquarters and industries in the area to devise programs and 
curriculum that provide a ready workforce.  

Our Supply Chain Management program is a good example of how Broward College has created 
a workforce program designed to meet the need of a local industry.  The program awards 
Associate of Science and Bachelor of Applied Science degrees in Supply Chain Management.  
Graduates of these degree programs are well positioned to enter high-skill, high-wage positions 



right here in South Florida.  Additionally, our collaboration with the Council of Supply Chain 
Management Professionals (CSCMP) in creating entry-level certifications via the $24.5M 
Department of Labor grant we won in 2013 is another example of how we are using our power as 
an educational institution to address critical needs within an industry.

Memorial Healthcare System continues to be the goal relationship that we strive for most of our 
employers.  Not only do they support our students through early scholarships, they understand 
that we are the supply chain to avoid skill shortages and employment gaps as well as serve as 
their continuing education partner for current healthcare workers.

Broward College has a dramatic effect on the fortunes of its community.  Broward County, the 
region and the state of Florida receive concrete and direct economic benefits from Broward 
College, its graduates, its employees and its programs that result in a total economic impact of $1 
billion – representing 1.5% of the total regional economy and roughly 23,340 average-wage jobs.

EMPLOYEE VOLUNTEERISM:

On January 1, 2015, Broward College launched an employee volunteer program to recognize and 
highlight many of our employees who are involved in several charity and professional 
organizations.  When faculty/staff volunteer in the community whether during work or after work 
hours, Broward College wants to know about it as their efforts have a monetary value/impact in 
our community.

At the end of each fiscal year (June 30th), Broward College will pull a report with the faculty/staff 
who tracked all of their volunteer hours – both for Broward College-supported events and the 
hours that they have volunteered at their favorite charity.  We expect the economic impact of this 
will be in the tens of thousands of dollars. The College will host an awards ceremony to recognize 
all of the faculty/staff who impacted our community throughout the year.

• Employee Giving: $408,689

Under President Armstrong's leadership and guidance, the College continues to give back in a 
variety of ways.

2.  Why is nominee deserving of award?

President Armstrong is deserving of this award because he's known for being a visionary and is 
able to see trends before they occur that end up helping our community. Through his leadership 
and guidance, he is able to use the College as a resource in the community to not only educate 
our students, but to elevate conversations and offers the College as a think tank of ideas.

In 2014, he was presented an opportunity to bring a civic forum to Broward County, knowing that 
2015-2016 would be a year filled with controversial dialog during our election season.  Thus, 
Broward College partnered with The Village Square to provide a safe and comfortable forum for 
civic engagement on diverse matters of local, state and national importance. 

In this era of the 24-hour news cycle, we spend little time discussing the things that matter with 
our neighbors, and seem to have forgotten the value of a civic dialog that involves divergent 
viewpoints.  We’ve replaced the historical wisdom of the old-fashioned neighborly town hall with 
televised shout-outs that build divisiveness and harden negative attitudes towards those with 
whom we disagree.  It’s not hard to see the cost of these changes in the quality of our public 
discourse at all levels. 



Since it's inception, the College has hosted a 9 large community forums/events that provide a 
safe and comfortable forum for civic engagement on diverse matters of local, state and national 
importance.  We've had over 600 guests attend our events to have a civil dialog on issues facing
our community and included speakers like the Archbishop of Miami, Sheriff Israel, various 
Congressmen and other key political leaders.

Hosting these events could not be possible without the leadership and vision of President David 
Armstrong.  Our community is extremely fortunate to have him and the College provide such 
thought leadership and direction in our community.

3. Please include nominee’s bio/resume/background?

President Armstrong was previously the Chancellor of the Florida Community College System, 
where he oversaw the 28 college systems and the State Board of Community Colleges. He is 
also a graduate of Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government Program for Senior 
Executives in State and Local Government, as well as an alumnus of the Leadership Florida 
Class of 1999-2000. 

President Armstrong serves in a variety of positions with non-profit, workforce and educational 
organizations. He is a past Chair of Leadership Florida, an 800-member group of leaders 
dedicated to engaging Floridians on the state’s most-pressing issues, and the Greater Fort 
Lauderdale Alliance, the region’s economic development public-private partnership. In this role, 
President Armstrong co-chaired the Six Pillars growth strategy for Broward County that maps out 
the vision for the next two decades in Broward County. President Armstrong also serves on the 
Board of Directors for the Foundation for Florida’s Future, Broward Workshop and the Broward 
College Foundation. 

He has also been recognized for his influential work and service in the business community, 
receiving several awards, including the 100 Top Business Leaders in Florida South Florida 
Business Journal’s Diamond Award, South Florida Business and Wealth’s Apogee Award, and 
recognitions such as, South Florida Business Journal’s Power Leader and Gold Coast 
Magazine’s 50 Most Powerful People in Broward County.

Armstrong received his master's degree from Troy State University in management and 
graduated with his bachelor's degree in social science from the University of Montevallo in his 
home state of Alabama. In his spare time, he enjoys travelling, visiting museums, attending 
concerts, plays, opera and dance performances, as well as watching soccer. 



































































































































2016 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 

which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors. 

making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, each 
honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to memorialize 
their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the beach along 
the east side of A1A at Las Olas Boulevard. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend. 

If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2016 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. The deadline for the 2016 Great American Beach Party 
Walk of Fame nomination is Friday, April 1. 

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code: 

Home Phone: Cell:

Email:

Keyon Dooling

Irvine, CA

joe.kldenterprise@gmail.com



2016 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form – Page 2/2

1. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 

3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 

Submitted by:

Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.

All nominations must be received by Friday, April 1, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. Submissions may be mailed to: 
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1350 W. Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, April 1, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted. If
you have any questions, please call 954-828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov.

PRINT SUBMIT 

Keyon Dooling is a multi-generational Fort Lauderdale son that was born and raised in the City. He was an
accomplished amateur athlete breaking race barriers when he decided to attend Cardinal Gibbons High School to
play basketball. He later transferred back to his neighborhood school and led Dillard High school to basketball
prominence in the 1990's. He went on to attend the University of Missouri and was selected number 10 in the first
round of the 2000 NBA draft by the Orlando Magic. Keyon went on to play 13 years in the NBA appearing in over
725 games. During his time in the NBA, Keyon was elected and served as the Vice-president of the Players
Association leading numerous player issues. After retiring in 2013, Keyon become a staunch advocate for mental
health, stemming from his own personal story of abuse and ability to overcome and succeed. He wrote a book about
this experience, "What's Driving You??? How I overcame abuse and learned to lead in the NBA". This book has
been his platform for seminars and other public events. Included in those are a series of events with Broward Health
and Broward County Schools, talking with adults and youth alike about mental wellness.

Keyon represents the true epitome of a Son of Fort Lauderdale, he has broken race barriers and achieved immense
success, while always maintaining his roots in the City. He continues to serve as a role model as both an athlete and
a businessman. He participates in numerous charitable events and gives back both time and money to his
community.

http://nypost.com/2014/06/03/keyon-dooling-had-to-hit-bottom-in-nba-to-confront-abuse-demons/

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keyon_Dooling

Cole Copertino



 

Keyon L. Dooling is a motivational speaker, life coach and author who recently retired from the National Basketball 
Association after almost thirteen years as a professional athlete. During his time in the NBA he served for eight years as an 
officer with the National Basketball Players Association. Keyon played two seasons at the University of Missouri before 
becoming an early entry candidate for the 2000 NBA Draft. He was selected by Orlando in the first round - 10th overall pick. 
Keyon was traded to the Los Angeles Clippers and played for the Miami Heat, New Jersey Nets, Milwaukee Bucks, Memphis 
Grizzles and eventually the Boston Celtics.  

Keyon is married to his high school sweetheart, Natosha Dooling and together they have four wonderful children. 
Keyon and Natosha are very involved in philanthropic endeavors. They started the Respect Foundation, a not for profit 
501c3 focusing on sexual assault prevention and creating awareness associated with mental health and wellness. The 
foundation was a direct result of Keyon’s experience. In the summer of 2012, he faced a life altering incidence where he had 
to choose life over a career. Remarkably, a NBA great who has always appeared to have it together experienced a serious 
mental breakdown, landing him in a Boston area mental hospital. Over-medicated, paranoid and hallucinating all of which 
was brought on by the trauma he endured as a child – sexually assaulted by a family friend. Keyon suffered from PTSD as a 
result of his inability to deal with this terrible secret that he was able to conceal from family, his wife and friends. He never 
talked about what happened to him until he was thirty-two years old and embracing mental health therapy and counseling. 

After the mental breakdown, there were many who still believed in Keyon including the Boston Celtics who soon 
after hired him to work in the front office. He later went to assist the Memphis Grizzles during the Western Conference finals. 
In his retirement, Keyon wanted to channel his energy in developing a new business venture. As the Founder and President 
of Dooling Enterprises, where he provides life coaching, image and brand consulting services and acts as a motivational 
speaker touring the country promoting child abuse prevention, mental health and wellness. Mr. Dooling believes that creating 
physical, mental and spiritual balance is essential to personal and professional success. He also believes that no child 
should have to endure sexual assault, but if they do, should have the opportunity for healing and restoration. Keyon’s has 
learned through his many speaking engagements and tours that he was not alone in his tragic sexual assault. Often times, 
after a presentation someone reached out to share they had endured the same or similar experience and wanted to thank 
him for being open and authentic. The mental ward in Boston did not work for Keyon; it only for him intensified the mental 
health issues. Keyon believed the most effective treatment was creating a mental health and wellness experience through 
therapy, spirituality, emotional maturity and mental health. All of which later helped to bring about the creation of a social 
development and character building program model designed by Mr. Dooling called #KDBLUPRINT for Success. Currently, 
Keyon is using this program as he serves in a contractual role with the NBA for Player Development. Mr. Dooling has been 
able to keep his message of hope, healing and restoration alive through various speaking engagements with the National 
Basketball Association and their professionalism summits. He was also a recent guest speaker and panelist at the 
Fatherhood Summit hosted by Soledad O'Brien. Other national speaking engagements include the NBA’s Development 
League, Utah Jazz, Denver Nuggets, Washington Wizards, Philadelphia 76ers and the Memphis Grizzlies. 

Along with support from his wife, therapy, family and friends Keyon made a strong comeback. He exemplified that 
resilience during his time with the NBA and the Memphis Grizzles needed his energy, passion and leadership to take on the 
San Antonio Spurs in the Western Conference finals. The mental breakdown impacted his life in many ways, but out of this 
tragedy came healing and restoration, which unleashed his creativity in the form of a book. In the summer of 2014 he 
published his autobiography entitled “What’s Driving You”? How I Overcame Abuse and Learned to Lead in the NBA. The 
book is a formidable tale of life deferred, interrupted but ultimately triumphant. He also wrote, stars and produces the “I AM 
RESPECT TOUR”, which is a monologue accompanied by visual illustrations along with music written specifically for the 
performance. The tour, like Keyon’s life is informative and takes the audience on a personal journey of the sexual assault he 
faced as a child, the PTSD that he endured and how he’s overcoming the sting of abuse.  
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Angela DiPietro

From: Tim McGovern
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2016 11:41 AM
To: Chaz Adams; Angela DiPietro
Subject: FW: Walk of Fame 
Attachments: keyon dooling.pdf; Keyon Dooling Bio 9 19 2014.pdf

From: Cole Copertino  
Sent: Thursday, March 17, 2016 10:08 AM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: Walk of Fame  

Tim,

I am nominating a good friend of mine, Keyon Dooling. Let me know if I can provide any additional information.

Cole J. Copertino 
Assistant City Attorney 
City of Fort Lauderdale 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
Phone: (954) 828-5001 
Fax: (954) 828-5915 

Under Florida law, most e mail messages to or from City of Fort Lauderdale employees or officials are public records,
available to any person upon request, absent an exemption. Therefore, any e mail message to or from the City, inclusive
of e mail addresses contained therein, may be subject to public disclosure.



1. To list the contributions to the community would be most difficult as she has been engaged in 
many activities within the City for over 20 years and continues to be very involved. She has 
served as Chair of the Council of Fort Lauderdale Civic Associations, Past President of South 
Beach Alliance; Past President of Harbour Inlet Association, Past Director of Harbor Beach 
Property Homeowners Association, Mayor's Volunteer Challenge Committee, GClub@ 
Riverwalk, Past Officer of 17th Street Causeway Alliance, VP Fort Lauderdale Woman's Club, 
Director in Circle of Wise Women, Served on the Reapportionment Committee, Current Chair -
Board of Governors - Downtown Council, Executive Board Member - Chamber of Commerce, 
Member Property Owners of Las Olas, Officer - Downtown Himmarshee Village Association, Past 
Chair- Code Board, Member Board of Adjustment, Transportation Planning Council, Chair - City 
Special Events Noise Committee and has served on many other boards and committees on 
behalf of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward County and a number of business and charitable 
organizations.  It should be noted that Genia was singled out by Neighborhoods USA (NUSA) as 
the first National City Volunteer on behalf of her works in Fort Lauderdale.  This was a spotlight 
on our City and an acknowledgement of her commitment to our community.  She was name 
Fort Lauderdale Citizen of the Year in 2007, Citizen of the Year for the State of Florida, 
Recognized by the Florida League of Cities as the City Citizen Volunteer of the Year, Fort 
Lauderdale Fire Department Citizen of the Year, Chamber of Commerce Circle of Excellence 
Honoree, 2013 Honor as part of the 100 Distinguished Women in Broward County, Honoree at 
the Style and Substance Awards and others.  She is the recipient of many other recognitions and 
awards for her continue community service and sharing of her knowledge and skills. Other 
major events that she is involved with:
St. Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival
Fringe – FAU/BCC
Art in Public Places – Broward County and Fort Lauderdale
National Music Day – Fort Lauderdale
Waterway Clean Up – Broward County

2. We are of the opinion that when a community partner generously and continuously gives their 
time, skills and financial contributions to make a difference in the community, it is important to 
shine a light in that direction to encourage others to get involved.  Genia does not seek 
recognition and has always said that she believes that all efforts are team efforts with everyone 
being the star.  It is this humble approach that makes her special.  She prefers the background 
and getting the job done as opposed to the limelight.  We think she is the perfect candidate to 
be added to the Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame. Having lived on the beach for 20 years, she 
lobbied and was a part of the successful group that addressed the sand shortage, assisted in 
identifying a solution and encouraging it to success.  She continues to work on a number of 
major projects that are for infrastructural improvements in the City and is always willing to 
contribute.

3. Eugenia Duncan Ellis (Genia to her friends) is the wife of Dick Ellis, parent to five children) 
(Vernon, David, Glenn, Cynthia and Bill)   She has 5 grandchildren.  She also has a wonderful 
Australian Shepherd – Duncan – that is much loved by her.



After years of service in the Department of Defense and associated industries, Genia and Dick 
retired, sailed aboard S/V Jazz for a few years.  When deciding to come back ashore, they 
selected Fort Lauderdale as where they would live.  Becoming city residents and advocates,  
Genia has volunteered for a number of years with the City and a large number of other charities.  
In 2011, Genia was asked to step in at Riverwalk and lead them forward.  We believe that she 
has done a spectacular job of revitalizing this part of our downtown, growing the downtown 
District and bringing partners and sponsors to the table to enhance the quality of life in our city.  
She is not district driven but works city wide.

Genia serves as the President/CEO of Riverwalk Fort Lauderdale, Inc.

Contact information for Genia:

Eugenia Duncan Ellis

Office: 305 S. Andrews Ave. Suite 410
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
(954) 468-1541 Ext. 202
genia@goriverwalk.com

genia@goriverwalk.com

Home: 429 SE 13th Street
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316
(954) 205-9648
genia@ellisconnects.com

Nominated by: Christina Hudson







































































Jorg is someone that see's Value in everyone he has the ability to harness the energy from
The positives of human life and direct it for the common Good.  

Raymond Dettmann

Dedication to his job as Chief Service Officer and love of community Jorg Hruschka is a perfect 
example of what the “Fort Lauderdale Builds Community” spirit is all about. Kids Ecology Corps is 
grateful for Jorg’s on going support of our mission to inspire young people and their families to 
make environmental action part of their everyday lives. He leads by example and though the 
many projects he creates to inspire a growing community of people who care for one another and 
this beautiful place we all call home. –
Joan Starr
CEO
Kids Ecology Corps

Jorg's "can do" attitude is an inspiration to everyone he encounters. He is full of boundless energy and 
goals which benefit our community. His volunteerism efforts enhance community projects and make a 
discernible difference in people's lives. Jorg's passion and commitment to creating a positive impact in 
the world will certainly be recognized in his ever expanding legacy. Jorg's leadership skills have allowed 
many projects in our community to come to fruition. His dedication in promoting reading for the 
young, and at the same time, acquiring pledges from parents to read with their children is one of his 
many accomplishments. His organizing of beach cleanups and support of Ecology Kids at Snyder Park
are also wonderful and important programs of benefit to be noted, also involved with House painting, 
jazz Sundays and loads of other stuff as the list keeps growing..

Carol Tamburry

Jorg ignites a spark and his energy lights the flame. The world be a more productive place if more were 
like him. We as volunteers are energized because he always believes 100% in us and what we do for the 
community.

Karen Saint-Genies

* Jorg puts others needs first
* Jorg works with many different and diversified community groups, both large and small
* Jorg always looks at projects with an eye on what can be accomplished and improved and betterment 
of the community

Meg Hooper

Jorg is the pied piper of volunteer leadership not only locally but nationally as he has received 
many recognitions of his efforts by his peers.

Barry Soloman

….plus many others say the same
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Angela DiPietro

From: Chaz Adams
Sent: Monday, April 10, 2017 9:23 AM
To: club10@aol.com
Cc: Tim McGovern; Angela DiPietro
Subject: FW: nominne for star
Attachments: BILLHUEGLEBIOGRAPHYOUTLINE.docx; 2017 Walk of Fame Nomination.pdf

Hi JoAn,

Thanks for the nomination. If possible, can you fill out the attached application so we have a record of the
submittal? For the questions, you can put “see resume” if you would like.

Thanks,

Chaz Adams
Public Affairs Manager
City of Fort Lauderdale
(954) 828-4748
ChazAdams@fortlauderdale.gov

From: Club10@aol.com [mailto:Club10@aol.com]
Sent: Monday, April 10, 2017 9:15 AM 
To: Tim McGovern; Chaz Adams; Jack Seiler 
Subject: nominne for star 

I have enclosed  a Bio on Coach Huegle. He was the head basketball coach at Fort Lauderdale High School for 32 
years along with helping in tennis He was a great influence on many kids. I think he would be a great one to be honored 
with a star. Thanks Jo Ann Smith 954-298-5607 



BILL HUEGLE BIOGRAPHY OUTLINE 
1. Early life

 Name

Huntington, Indiana 1934

 Place and date of birth

Maxine and Edward

 This person’s parents and what they do/did

2. Childhood

Meridan and moved to Indianapolis then to Fort Lauderdale 1946
Fort Lauderdale High
Freshman Football
Baseball
Basketball 
Tennis

1953 State Champions Fort Lauderdale which was last team to win
All State Basketball

College:
Highpoint College
Located Highpoint NC
Played Basketball Baseball & Tennis
All Second Team All Conference Freshman, Soph, Jr and Senior all Conference
Sign Contract with Chicago White Sox out of College and was assigned AAA 
Indianapolis

Physical Education Degree and History

Return Fort Lauderdale
Started 1959 and 1960 Everglades Middle School 9th Grade
1961 Fort Lauderdale JV Coach Leroy Wheat
Head Caching Job in 1966 and stayed 32 Years
Started JV Baseball with other Coaches
Coach Tennis & Cross Country
“When the gun goes off Hurry Back”
Asst. Athletic Director for 4 Years



Worked with Jimmy Evert 1964 at Holiday Park giving lessons and ran Tennis Clinic, 
and in afternoons would hit with Chris Evert, Jeanne Evert, Lori and Karrie Fleming 
Drew Evert, Steve Kennedy, and joined Lauderdale Tennis Club for over 34 and as a 
guiding force and Board of Directors resulting in Lifetime Mmbership Award.

Adele Lee were married in 1959 and were married for 52 Years until her passing 2007

Children
1963 had Twins names Tony and Todd
Grandchildren Kevin a Sr at Florida, Andy at Central Florida, Chesly at Franklin School.

Started with 6 other coaches a 1966 and played at Stranahan High School
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2017 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 
tribute to the legendary Connie Francis on the 50th Anniversary of “Where the Boys Are,” the 1960 film 
which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors.

Walk of Fame Honorees are recognized for distinguishing themselves in their respective fields, while 
making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, each 
honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to memorialize 
their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the beach along 
the east side of A1A at Las OlasBoulevard.

Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend.

If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2017 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. The deadline for the 2017 Great American Beach Party 
Walk of Fame nomination is Friday, April 14.

Name: Zola Keller

Address: 818 E Las Olas Blvd.

City, State, Zip Code: Fort Lauderdale Fl   33301

Home Phone:954 527 4508 Office:954 462 3222 Cell: 954 599-4508

Email: zolakeller@aol.com



2017 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form – Page 2/2        

1. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include
civic responsibility, financial contributions, volunteer service, projects accomplished, or other categories.

Zola Keller and her Zola Keller’s Women’s Formalwear and Bridal store on Las Olas Boulevard has 
supported dozens of charities and civic organizations in Fort Lauderdale for more than three decades.
Since 1982, she has contributed her labor, expertise and name to raise money at hundreds of fundraisers,
donated money, gift certificates and merchandise to community nonprofits, and leveraged her own 
advertising and social media efforts to market charitable and civic events. Her efforts have resulted in raising
hundreds of thousands of needed dollars for causes ranging from healthcare to homelessness and animal 
welfare.

Here are just a few of the recipients:

Charitable Organizations:

Cystic Fibrosis, Light of the World Clinic, The Pantry of Broward, Hospice Care, Soref JCC, Special 
Olympics, Hollywood Memorial Hospital, Women in Distress, The Royal Dames of Cancer, 1000 Plus for 
Cancer, Bella’s Group, Shared Pets, The American Heart Association, Light Brigade, Prom To Remember, 
Look Good Feel Good, Healthy Mothers Healthy Babies, Animal Aid, Multiple Sclerosis, Children in Distress,
and many more.t

Civic or Governmental Organizations:

Greater Fort Lauderdale Convention & Visitors Bureau – The CVB uses Zola’s Las Olas location as a “meet 
and greet” to help spotlight the best of our community for convention and event planner groups brought to 
Broward County from across the country. She has hosted many cocktail parties and what she calls “come on 
down” meetings. Her glitzy and glamourous fashion, coupled with her “wall of fame” that highlights many of 
her clients including Miss Americas and celebrities, make her store a unique experience for visitors and a true 
showplace.

Zola has also dressed CVB representatives for bridal shows in New York and Chicago to help sway couples
to choose Fort Lauderdale venues for their destination weddings.

Broward Parks Department – Zola has contributed magnificent gowns to advertising shoots that culminated in 
full-page ads meant to promote weddings in Broward’s diverse and beautiful parks.

WinterFest – Zola has worked with Lisa Scott Founds to make a fashion statement at this unique event—the 
pride of the area’s winter community events.

Sun Trolley – Zola supported the transportation initiative’s launch event by lending organizers her fashion 
expertise.

Leadership Broward – Zola has helped prepare the next generation of community leaders by telling her story. 
Her keynote lecture called on women to take leadership positions in business and the community.

Las Olas Merchants Association – Zola has been a board member of this business and civic organization for 
more than a decade.

Schools

Walker Elementary School Magnet Program – Zola provided an audience of civic minded women, most of
who did not know there was a magnet program for 10 to 14-year-old kids, professional lighting and sound for
their performance on stage at the CF fashion show. A tremendous learning experience. Teachers and 
students had tears in their eyes.

Fort Lauderdale Children’s Theater – Zola provided an audience of 400 women for students to practice their 



craft, on stage, at a fashion show.

The Art Institute – Zola mentored fashion and marketing students by teaching them about runway lighting, 
music, choreography and theme development at more than 10 fashion shows.

Zola accepted design students as apprentices to help them obtain the practical knowledge it takes to create 
in and fulfil the needs of a competitive business.

Created Significant Community Impact

Together with Kitty Ryan, owner of O’Hara’s Pub, and Janet Boyle, owner of the former Poets Restaurant in 
the location that is now Mango’s, Zola petitioned the City of Fort Lauderdale to allow sidewalk seating in front 
of the few restaurants that were then doing business on Las Olas Boulevard. It was not a change welcomed 
by all but, with perseverance, the group accomplished their goal. Their work brought new life and increased 
opportunity to all the small businesses that lined the commercial street.

Zola was approached by Howard Allen, CEO of Howard Allen Events, 29 years ago to help launch the first 
Las Olas Art Festival. She physically helped set up more than a dozen tables on the sidewalk for that first 
event, and she has supported its growth to this day despite opposition from some fellow merchants.

In 2001, Elaine Vasquez asked Zola, her friend of many years, to help produce the first Hispanic Women of 
Distinction event. Approximately 25 women attended. Zola has assisted Elaine ever since. The event became 
a highly-regarded gathering to recognize Hispanic women who have made a difference in South Florida. For 
the past several years, HWOD has been a sold-out luncheon that welcomes 1,000 attendees and celebrates 
the achievements of this great group of people.

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award?

It is easy to argue that Zola has raised and donated more money and created more exposure for 
charities and community organizations than any other retailer in Broward County. I believe Zola Keller 
would be an excellent person to represent the retail sector and perhaps serve as a model for other 
retailers to support the community. 

She has personally, and through her business, touched many organizations and lives, whether by donating 
money, goods and services for their use or by creating events to raise money and awareness. She has 
mentored apprentices and provided students the audiences and venues they need to practice their craft.

Being Zola’s husband (that being my name for most people... “Zola’s husband”), members of the deciding 
committee should not take my word for her life of community engagement. Instead, ask others who know her 
best. They will all be able to speak to Zola’s commitment to service and her undying affection for Fort 
Lauderdale. Let these people serve as references to her character:

Stacy Ritter, CEO of the CVB
Nicki Grossman, Former CEO of the CVB
Debby Eisinger, Former Mayor of Cooper City, Chairperson Fort Lauderdale Parks and Beaches Advisory 
Committee
Mayor Jack Seiler
Ina Lee, CEO TravelHost Magazine
Lisa Scott Founds, CEO WinterFest
Elaine Vasquez, Light of the World Clinic, CEO HWOD
Chris Landshut, Regional Director of Cystic Fibrosis
Marita Glazer, numerous charities
Trina Robinson and Sharon Lawson, news anchors, Channel 6 



3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information.

In 1972, Zola arrived in Fort Lauderdale as a single mother with a two-year-old daughter looking for a new 
life. She took a sales position at Cozzen’s, a high-end men’s clothing store in the Sunrise Shopping Center,
where The Galleria now stands. She longed to be her own boss and came up with an apropos business 
designed to cater to the bustling Fort Lauderdale Beach scene: creating and selling handmade crocheted 
bikinis.

In short order, she took the first five bikinis she crocheted to the beach entrance at Las Olas Boulevard.
Concerned she was not allowed to peddle her wares at the entrance, she walked up the sidewalk—to where 
the Walk of Fame is now installed—and started selling.

Zola’s idea and little company quickly grew. She needed more bikinis, so she enlisted retired women sitting 
around the pool where she lived. She began selling to beachfront stores. As her fashion savvy grew, her
design work changed from bikinis to cover-ups to her own line of knitted suits marketed by Sak’s Fifth
Avenue.

In 1977, she left the wholesale business and opened her first store, Collection K, on Oakland Park Boulevard
and Federal Highway. Zola’s first experience with the media came in 1978, when she was interviewed by the 
Sun-Sentinel in a borrowed office above her store at 2300 E Oakland Park Blvd. (now a Taco Restaurant). It 
was her first chance to show what was still an old-fashioned community that a woman could start her own 
business.

Moving to Las Olas in 1982, she changed the name from Collection K to the eponymous Zola Keller. Like her 
business, her customers have evolved over the years, from girls tanning on the beach to Miss Americas, 
entertainers like Connie Francis and Lisa Vanderpump and, her favorite groups, “Mothers Of” and Brides.

Book authors and journalists kept coming back to Zola over the years, relying on her for her breezy expertise 
in fashion and business. She has been a source and inspiration for several books on fashion and pageantry.
Elaine Viets, the famed mystery writer, wrote a book titled “Just Murdered” that was based entirely on the Las 
Olas store, the antics that regularly occur within its walls, and Zola’s signature “Rose Gown.”

This past year, through a CVB recommendation, producers of the successful A&E reality show “Married at 
First Sight” shot their bridal segments in her outlet store, Zola Keller’s Secret Closet on North Ocean 
Boulevard. Over 1.5 million nationwide viewers tuned into the series of shows, growing Zola’s brand and
providing Fort Lauderdale with more recognition as a sophisticated high-end fashion destination.

Local news and lifestyle publications have regularly called on her over the years. The Sun-Sentinel, Miami 
Herald, City & Shore Magazine, The Lifestyle Magazine Group, Aventura Magazine, Think Magazine and
other publications have all published full-page editorials on Zola. And when designer Versace was brutally 
murdered, Zola was interviewed by WNBC TV to get her take on the great designer’s place in the fashion 
world and how losing him would affect the fashion industry. A half a dozen radio interviews around the 
country were also part of her media presence. 

Zola came to Fort Lauderdale seeking a new life! She attained that goal with an enviable panache and, along 
the way, helped thousands of women start theirs through advocacy and mentorship. She has also been a 
strong and steadfast cheerleader for Fort Lauderdale’s transformation into a top-tier destination. In her 
business life, Zola has worked hard to become a fashion icon and has at times been called “The Queen of 
Las Olas.”



Does Zola deserve to be recognized for her support of the community? I and many others think so.

Submitted by:  Ave Keller     avekeller@aol.com Cell 954 557-0710

Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.

All nominations must be received by Friday, April 14, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. Submissions may be mailed to: 
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1350 W. Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, April 14, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted. If 
you have any questions, please call 954-828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov.



2019 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 
tribute to the legendary Connie Francis on the 50th Anniversary of “Where the Boys Are,” the 1960 film 
which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are recognized for distinguishing themselves in their respective fields, while 
making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, each 
honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to memorialize 
their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the beach along 
the east side of A1A at Las Olas Boulevard. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend. 

If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2019 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. The deadline for the 2019 Great American Beach Party 
Walk of Fame nomination is Friday, March 22. 

Name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip Code: 

Home Phone: 	 Office: 	 Cell: 

Email: 



2019 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form – Page 2/2

1. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 
civic responsibility, financial contributions, volunteer service, projects accomplished, or other categories.

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 

3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 

Submitted by:  

Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.
 
All nominations must be received by Friday, March 22, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Submissions may be mailed to:  
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1150 G. Harold Martin Drive, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, March 22, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted. 
If you have any questions, please call 954-828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. 









2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form 
 
The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 
tribute to the legendary Connie Francis on the 50th Anniversary of “Where the Boys Are,” the 1960 film 
which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors. 

 
Walk of Fame Honorees are recognized for distinguishing themselves in their respective fields, while 
making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale.  As part of the awards program, 
each honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to 
memorialize their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the 
beach along the east side of A1A at Las Olas Boulevard. 
 
Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend.  
 
2014 Nomination Timeline: 
 

Application Deadline  April 4   
Committee Review  April 7 - 11 
Selections Made  April 14 - 18   
Selectees Notified  April 25 

 
If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2014 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below.  Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov 

 
Name:               
 
Address:              
 
City, State, Zip Code:  _______                
 
Home Phone:       ____ Office:_____________________  Cell:______________________ 
 
Email:  ___________________                

Patrina Makins-Suydam
19452 East Country Club

(202) 391-1129

Aventura Florida, 33180

patrinasuyd@aol.com, psuydam@notmykidsfoundation.org



 
 

 
 
1.  Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 
civic responsibility, financial contributions, volunteer service, projects accomplished, or other categories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.  Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by:          
 
 
Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.  
 
All nominations must be received by Friday, April 4, 2014 at 5:00 p.m.  Submissions may be mailed to: 
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1350 W. Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312.  Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov.  Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, April 4 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted.  If you have 
any questions, please call (954) 828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. 

Our nominee has effected change in all four categories: civic responsibility, financial 
contributions, volunteer service, and accomplished several projects through her mentoring 
program P.K. Girls Mentoring Program. The mentoring program was created in response to a 
call to mentor young ladies and their mothers.  As a mother and daughter, Patrina and Kellie 
survived the middle school and high school years (thirteen to eighteen). They personally know 
how challenging those years can be; as Patrina’s daughter Kellie was expelled from school for 
one year as a result of her involvement in gang related activities.  Through her mother’s 
mentoring, encouragement, Kellie returned to school that following year more focused and 
committed to being successful in school in spite of having to recover an entire year of 
educational instruction.  Kellie was able to overcome those challenges, because she had the 
perfect role model in her mom, Patrina Suydam.  Today, Kellie is an entrepreneur, motivational 

f

Our nominee is deserving of this award based on her personal conviction to fulfilling her mission 
in life, to making a positive life changing impact in the lives of at-risk youth and their families.
Patrina our founder understands first-hand the challenges that at-risk youth encounter on a daily 
basis. She is a third generation product of public assistance and living in public housing.  Like 
her grandmother and mother before her, Patrina grew up in a drug-infested, poverty stricken, 
under-served community in Washington DC. A city where crime was so widespread it became 
known as the murder capital of the world.  While growing up in the inner-city, she hated 
attending school, and the community she lived in, but later realized the importance of obtaining 
a quality education that would ultimately lead to a better future.  With a mission to break 
generational cycles of educational and economic barriers and to create better opportunities for 
her kids; Patrina went back to school, earning her Master’s in Education in 2003 and lost no 

Biography  Patrina Suydam is a native Washingtonian, she established the Not My Kids Founda

           Matthew Suydam



From: Patrina Suydam
To: Angela DiPietro
Subject: Fwd: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form
Date: Wednesday, April 23, 2014 6:50:55 PM

Good Evening Ms. Pietro:

As per your request, please find the narratives for my nominee Patrina Suydam  for the 2014 Walk of
Fame.  Thank you for the opportunity to submit this information again, as I believe my mother is well
deserving of this honor. 

. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community.
Examples include civic responsibility, financial contributions, volunteer service, projects
accomplished, or other categories.

Our nominee has effected change in all four categories: civic responsibility, financial contributions,
volunteer service, and accomplished several projects through her mentoring program P.K. Girls
Mentoring Program. The mentoring program was created in response to a call to mentor young ladies
and their mothers. As a mother and daughter, Patrina and Kellie survived the middle school and high
school years (13 teen to 18 teen). They personally know how challenging those years; as her daughter
Kellie was expel from school for one year as a result of her involvement in gang related activities.
Through her mother’s mentoring, encouragement, Kellie returned to school that following year more
focus and committed to being success in school in spite of having to recover an entire year of
educational instruction.  Kellie was able to overcome those challenges, because she had the perfect
role model to gleam from her mom, Patrina Suydam.  Today, Kellie is an entrepreneur, motivational
speaker, and an author of two books.  The mentoring program is held on a weekly basis at Pines
Middle School in Pembroke Pines Florida. Our participants learn about volunteerism and
humanitarianism; develop an understanding on the importance of giving back and making a
positive contribution to society. They participate in a series of workshops / trainings to include:
Team building, leadership development, conflict resolution, critical thinking and decision making, social
and emotional development, training in apprenticeship programs and career building skills.

Patrina realizes her civic responsibility as she serves at- youth and their families using her personal
funds and resources to operate the foundation. She answered the call in 2004, and created The Not
My Kids Foundation, Inc. with a mission to make a positive life-changing impact in the lives of
at-risk youth through mentoring, educational and advocacy services.  We target at-risk youth who
are faced with generational cycles of poverty, illiteracy, drug addiction and domestic violence. Through
higher education opportunities and access to resources and training services our youth are afforded the
chance to become productive citizens.  Our charter is to help our youth break through and
overcome their challenges in order to move onto a path of self-sufficiency.  The facts are brutally
clear; poverty and cycles of violence create urgent problems for our kids and limit their choices.
Therefore, we have declared a State of Emergency on behalf of at-risk youth and are attacking
urgent problems from all fronts. We encourage all stakeholders to join the fight in saving our
children by saying “Not My Kids to generational cycles of poverty, illiteracy, drug addiction and
domestic violence. We provide our youth a safe haven of consistency and structure in an
environment that is conducive for learning positive behavior and improving academic skills. Our
metrics include reducing dropout rates, meeting grade level expectations and improving social skills.
Our demographic is children in at-risk communities – housing projects and inner city neighborhoods.
The Not My Kids Foundation, Inc. currently serves children living at the Broward Gardens
Apartments, a HUD Housing project in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  Patrina is committed to standing up
for and fight for our at-risk youth.  She is driven to help change the fate of our youth.  According to
studies by Johns Hopkins University, there are key indicators for success in the middle grades that
determine whether students are on track to graduate from high school. Sixth graders with any of the



following characteristics failed math or English/reading, or attended school less than 80% of the time,
or received an unsatisfactory behavior grade in a core course had only a 10%-20 chance of graduating
from high school. The program seeks to holistically redirect angry unproductive and negative behavior;
replacing it with a positive life changing direction resulting in intellectually prepared, confident, and
emotionally well balanced youths. We are the bridge between home and school for the majority of our
families - most have multiple children and are headed by hardworking young women between the ages
of 25 - 30.  Many families have adults who cannot help with homework because they are functionally
illiterate and lack the necessary skills to find gainful full-time employment; consequently, parents often
have many part-time jobs that leave them very little time to spend helping their children make progress
after school. Patrina has answered the call by using her own resources to help change the deplorable
condition in the lives or at risk you.

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award?

Our nominee is deserving of this award based on her personal conviction to fulfilling her mission in life,
to make a positive life changing impact in the lives of at-risk youth and their families.  Patrina our
founder understands first-hand the challenges that at-risk youth encounter on a daily basis. She is a
third generation product of ware-free and living in public housing.  Like her grandmother and mother
before her, Patrina grew up in a drug-infested, poverty stricken, under-served community in
Washington DC. A city where crime was so widespread it became known as the murder capital of the
world.  While growing up in the inner-city, she hated attending school, and the community she lived in,
but later realized the importance of obtaining a quality education that would alternately lead to a better
future.  With a mission to break generational cycles of educational and economic barriers and to create
better opportunities for her kids; she went back to school, earning her Master’s in Education 2003 and
lost no time in deciding how to give back to her community.
Patrina is leading the organization with creativity and passion, maintaining and growing our ability to
provide support and services. Using a diverse set of community and corporate partners, the Not My
Kids Foundation, Inc. has pursued and successfully obtained the resources necessary to help our
children.  She has a perspective and attitude that is relevant as her vision for the foundation is to build
enduring programs that attacks the urgent problems of poverty, child abuse and bullying on all fronts.
About 16.1 million children (more than one in five) under the age of 18 are living in poverty.  Patrina is
leading the by helping to attack the hidden epidemic of child abuse and neglect that affects one in five
children in the United States.  Unfortunately, the violence in our schools caused by bullying - fear
drives nearly 160,000 kids to stay home from school every day to avoid being bullied.

3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about
the nominee including contact information.

Biography

Patrina Suydam is a native Washingtonian, she established the Not My Kids Foundation, Inc.  In 2004
as she was divinely inspired.  She is a motivational speaker, entrepreneur, mentor and educational
advocate. She believes that it is time to declare a state of emergency on the behalf of our at-risk youth
and families living in America.  Patrina serves as a surrogate mother who decided to say “Not My Kids
to: generational cycles of poverty, psychological, educational, and economical barriers that have
caused social demobilization in families”.

While growing up in the inter-city she hated attending school, but later realizes the importance of
obtaining an education; therefore, she went back to school after starting a family.  Patrina is an
alumnus of Strayer University, in Washington, D.C. where she received a Bachelor of Science degree
majoring in Computer Information Systems and two minor degrees: one in Human Resource and the
other in Business Administration.

Her love for special need students inspired her to acquire a Master’s degree in Education, majoring in
cross-categorical special education from Regent University, located in Virginia Beach, Virginia,
graduating cum laude.  Patrina has several years of professional classroom instructions in Prince



George’s County Maryland and Washington, D.C. teaching in special, alternative, general and adult
educational settings.

She currently holds a post graduate professional license, certified in special learning disabilities,
emotional disturbance, ESOL and reading specialist K-12.  She is a certified Master Teacher, Intel
Teach to the Future Program, certified by Riverside to administer the Woodcock Johnson III
achievement test, the Wilson Reading Systems, WADE and a certified tutor through Tutor Trek.

Patrina is a member of Alpha Sigma Lambda honor society. She served as a member of Florence
Bertell Academy in Prince George’s County Maryland Counsel on Accreditation Board, as chairperson
for TQA and on the Middle states Commission on Accreditation Visiting Team.

In 2010 The Not My Kids Foundation, Inc received the keys to the city of Fort Lauderdale at their
Grand Opening and for the community involvement with at risk youth. Patrina received several
nominations:  Jim Morgan’s Family Enterprises, Inc African American Achievers Award, in 2012, 2013
and 2014. PNC Bank Non-profit of the Year in the category of Rising Star in 2012 and 2013 - Fort
Lauderdale Community Citizen of the Year in 2012 and 2014.

Her fight is to help increase the number of students graduating from high school and universities with
life and career skills necessary to compete in our ever changing global society.  She encourage all
stakeholders to join her in declaring next generations of  entrepreneurs, mentors,  lawyers, doctors, and
advocates. She believes together we can save our children.

-----Original Message-----
From: Angela DiPietro <ADiPietro@fortlauderdale.gov>
To: patrinasuyd <patrinasuyd@aol.com>
Sent: Wed, Apr 23, 2014 9:46 am
Subject: FW: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

Hello, would you be able to cut and paste the narrative attached in an email. It looks like it
got cut off. Thank you.

From: Tim McGovern 
Sent: Tuesday, April 22, 2014 1:37 PM
To: Angela DiPietro
Subject: FW: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

From: Tim McGovern 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2014 1:31 PM
To: Tim McGovern
Subject: FW: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

From: Patrina Suydam [mailto:patrinasuyd@aol.com]
Sent: Friday, April 04, 2014 4:24 PM
To: Tim McGovern
Subject: 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

Good afternoon,



Please find attached a copy of the 2014 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form.  It is with pleasure
to nominate my mother Patrina Suydam.

Regards,

Matthew Suydam
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Angela DiPietro

From: Tim McGovern
Sent: Friday, March 27, 2015 10:23 AM
To: Chaz Adams; Angela DiPietro
Cc: Tim McGovern
Subject: FW: 2015 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form
Attachments: Big John Walk of Fame App 3 15.pdf

fyi

From: ck [mailto:klgatorlaw@aol.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2015 9:17 AM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: 2015 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form 

Mr. McGovern,

Please find attached a Nomination for Big John McLaughlin as the 2015 Walk of Fame Honoree. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Karen Lowell 



Nomination for the 2014 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame 

 

To: Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale 
 Parks and Recreation Department 
 1350 W. Broward Boulevard 
 Fort Lauderdale, FL  33312 
 tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov 
 

Dear Mr. McGovern: 

It is truly my honor to nominate Big John McLaughlin as a Walk of Fame Honoree for his lifelong 
contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale,  and preservation of the ocean and our coral reefs. 

Please find below the nominee contact information, and application. 

Your consideration of Mr. McLaughlin as a Walk of Fame Honoree is greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

KKaren Lowell 

Karen Lowell 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of Nominee: "Big John" McLaughlin 

Address:  630 Tennis Club Drive, Apt. 201, Fort Lauderdale, FL 

Home Phone:  (954) 292-7385 (service) 

E-mail:   Bigjohnq007@aol.com 



Fort Lauderdale's Local Treasure 

1. Big John McLaughlin's tremendous contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale   

  Master Diver "Big John" McLaughlin is indeed "Mr. Fort Lauderdale Beach!"   Although one of his lesser 
known accomplishments, it is perhaps what makes Big John most deserving of the 2014 Walk of Fame 
recognition - - - his preservation of Fort Lauderdale's coral reefs!   Big John has dedicated his life to 
studying and preserving the ocean, and educating adults and children on the underwater treasures that 
we need to protect for future generations.   

In the decades he spent underwater in Fort Lauderdale, Big John witnessed firsthand the heart-breaking 
destruction of our coral reefs when container ships and tankers waiting to enter Port Everglades would 
drop their enormous anchors onto the fragile, thousand year old coral heads.  He initially went to the 
Port Captain and then to the Coast Guard, but no one listened to him about the severity of the damage 
being caused.  Big John believed that if others could see what he saw under the sea - they would take 
action to protect our reefs.  He used his vast cinematic experience, dove down to the third reef and 
filmed an anchor ripping through the coral as the seas rocked the ship in the choppy surf above.  He 
followed with his camera from the anchor, up the line and right to the ship, even filming the name of 
the ship.    

A picture was worth a thousand words and the video definitely caught people's attention.  Big John 
selflessly dedicated 10 years of his life - 10 years of lobbying, paperwork, and use of the video and 
underwater photography to convince politicians to draw a line on the charts and create an anchor zone 
for big ships to anchor away from Ft. Lauderdale's aquarium-like third reef!  After his herculean efforts 
and an Act of Congress, in 1993, Big John was instrumental in finally establishing such an anchor zone 
with monetary penalties to ships who continued to drop anchors on our reefs.   

Without Big John's vision and extraordinary dedication to this cause, there would be nothing but a 
desolate scrap yard of random pieces of live coral, instead of the now lush, vibrant coral reef systems 
that attract divers from around the world to Fort Lauderdale's renowned dive sites!   

2. Big John is Recognized for Distinguishing Himself in his Field and Making Lifelong Contributions to 
the City of Ft. Lauderdale and its Treasured Coral Reefs  

Big John has preserved the lure of Ft. Lauderdale's beach and coral reef system that has made Ft. 
Lauderdale a worldwide top destination for diving!  A marble paver on the Walk of Fame honoring Big 
John would serve as a tribute to remind locals and tourists alike of his lifelong contributions to 
preserving the ocean, to saving Ft. Lauderdale's reefs, and to sharing with all of us the beauty and 
majesty of the underseas world through cinema! No one paid him to spend a decade of his life to save 
Ft. Lauderdale's reefs - this is a man who took action because he cares deeply and he wants more people 
to be made aware that the ocean is a very important treasure that we need to leave to future 
generations in good condition.  



Big John's distinctive career has already drawn well-deserved recognition.  In April 2007 Big John was 
bestowed the first ever "Lifetime Achievement Award" by the National Week of the Ocean in 
recognition for his marine-related experiences in engineering, ocean preservation, salvage and towing, 
underwater cinematography, diving instruction and technical advising for the film and television 
industry.  Dozens of diving colleagues and admirers, environmentalists, film industry friends and fellow 
Navy veterans were in attendance as he received the honor.  Recently Big John was nominated and 
approved to receive the upcoming 2014 "Lifetime Service Award" from the International Swimming Hall 
of Fame, an honor that is awarded very sparingly, the last one being awarded in 2007.  Big John was also 
recognized as Scuba Diving Magazine's 1998 "Diver of the Year." 

3. Biographical information on Big John McLaughlin - A Deserving Nominee for this Fort Lauderdale 
Honor! 
  
Big John McLaughlin is a living LEGEND and protector of Ft. Lauderdale's coral reefs!  He is larger than 
life, handsome and rugged with eyes bluer than deep ocean water.  At 87, he has lived in Ft. Lauderdale 
for almost 50 years and is this generations most sought after dive expert!  Among his many lifetime 
accomplishments, perhaps the most noteworthy is that Big John was a U.S. Navy Diver and served in 
WW II and the Korean War!  Big John always wanted to be a Navy Diver, and his life and career revolved 
around the ocean.  After the wars he became an oil rig diver in the Gulf in the 1950s, and later became a 
top instructor for the Divers Training Academy of Miami, as well as serving as company engineer.    

 Big John studied underwater high-tech at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), and dive 
medicine at Duke University.  His resume would more resemble a novel, with careers including a Deep 
Sea Diver, Stunt Diver, Marine Engineer, Underwater Cinematographer, Marine Mammal Trainer, 
Guardian of the Sea, Coast Guard Certified Master Diver and Instructor, Coast Guard Certified Master 
U.S. Merchant Marine, Demolition Instructor, Deep Water Salvage for the U.S. Navy, a ship's captain, 
weapon's expert, commercial diver, and was a Member of the Federal Disaster Squad with top secret 
clearance.  In his career he has taught hard hat diving, scuba, demolitions, salvage, deep diving, and 
decompression sickness.  He also taught rebreathers, which he had worked on in the Navy in the early 
60s and 70s when this was cutting edge technology.  

In 1968 when a large 707 went down, Big John was a member of the investigating team sent to dive 300 
feet down to retrieve the black box (flight data recorder).  Big John was one of the first to dive with neon 
(gas) in the experimentation phase, and dove as deep as 520 feet using the neon.  He dove 400 feet 
under ice to recover military aircraft and made 300 foot free ascents from a nuclear submarine for the 
Navy just to prove it could be done - that the crew could escape.  Big John was also the first to shoot a 
nuclear sub, with a camera, while it cruised back and forth in the Tongue of the Ocean.   

Despite enormous success throughout his life, Big John is likely best known for his lifetime achievements 
in cinema.  He was instrumental in bringing scuba and the then mysterious, underseas world into our 
homes through television and movies.  In the TV series "Sea Hunt", he was the stunt double for Lloyd 
Bridges, and later trained, filmed and introduced us to a very friendly dolphin named Flipper in the 
popular TV show.   



Big John also brought us underwater adventure and excitement doing stunts, and using his cinematic 
magic in the underwater filming of many of the James Bond movies.  England's "007 Magazine" 
published a 2009 article about Big John which began:  "There are few members of the extensive 007 
technical crews that can boast a longer association with the James Bond series than John McLaughlin.  
With a diving career spanning six decades, John's real-life experiences working on Dr. No through 
License to Kill are as exciting as any of 007's cinematic exploits ... In addition to the Bond movies he has 
contributed his innumerable skills, mostly aquatic, to hundreds of movies and television shows and 
commercials, sometimes working on several in the same day."  Big John says the craziest thing he was 
ever asked to do was to bite a huge tiger shark when filming the James Bond movie "The Spy Who Loved 
Me".    Ironic, coming from the man who dove 520 feet under the sea breathing experimental neon gas. 

Throughout his expansive career, one of Big John's favorite things to do, well into his 80s, was to give 
lectures at schools and special events to educate children about preservation of the ocean.  He still 
walks Ft. Lauderdale Beach every morning before sunrise and shares his stories of the sea with other 
early morning beach lovers - and casually observes, with satisfaction, the tankers anchored far offshore 
and away from our reefs. 

 

Submitted by:  

Karen Lowell -  A Native Floridian, resident of Ft. Lauderdale for over 40 years, corporate attorney and a 
certified scuba diver on Ft. Lauderdale's reefs since 1988. 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Karen Lowell 
1683 SW 109th Terrace 
Davie, FL  33324 
 klgatorlaw@aol.com 
 (954) 424-6190  
 

Media References: 

http://www.bobwirt.com/BigJohn.html 

http://www.bobwirt.com/BigJohn007.html 

http://www.internationallegendsofdiving.com/FeaturedLegends/John_McLaughlin_bio.htm 

http://www.fortlauderdaleobserver.com/bigjohn/pdf/Sunshine.pdf (SUNSHINE, The Magazine of South 
Florida - July 14, 1996) 

 

























2016 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 

which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors. 

making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, each 
honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to memorialize 
their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the beach along 
the east side of A1A at Las Olas Boulevard. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend. 

If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2016 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. The deadline for the 2016 Great American Beach Party 
Walk of Fame nomination is Friday, April 1. 

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code: 

Home Phone:  Cell: 

Email:

Mike Rudicel

7357 Davie Road Ext.

Davie, FL 33024

954-274-6910

mrudicel@hotmail.com



2016 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form – Page 2/2

1. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 

3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 

Submitted by:

Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.

All nominations must be received by Friday, April 1, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. Submissions may be mailed to: 
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1350 W. Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, April 1, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted. If
you have any questions, please call 954-828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov.

PRINT SUBMIT 

The Penrod family has been a fixture on Ft. Lauderdale beach since the mid 70's and continues to run the oldest bar 
in town, The Elbo Room. Through the years the Penrod family has been responsible for numerous Spring Break 
events including beach concerts & the Tin Man triathlon which brought national attention to our city. They have 
contributed generously to many local charities and sponsored several fundraising events. Three generations of 
Penrod's have been a part of our city. Jack Penrod's children & grandchildren continue to give back to our 
community.

When you think of Spring break in Ft. Lauderdale, it's hard not to think of the Elbo Room. The Penrod's took over the 
bar in 1981 and have been running it ever since. Back in the late 70's & 80's the Penrod's owned Penrod's on the 
Beach at the Sheraton Hotel along with the Jolly Roger & Bahama Mama Motels. They have sponsored several 
charity golf & fishing tournaments, in addition to the firefighter memorial run each year. 

The Penrod Family (Jack Penrod, Michele Penrod, Michael Penrod & Tracey Penrod Higney) 
Michele Penrod 
954-553-4420
michele@elboroom.com

Mike Rudicel



2016 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 

which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors. 

making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, each 
honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to memorialize 
their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the beach along 
the east side of A1A at Las Olas Boulevard. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend. 

If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2016 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. The deadline for the 2016 Great American Beach Party 
Walk of Fame nomination is Friday, April 1. 

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip Code: 

Home Phone:  Cell: 

Email:

Joe Tinsley

1800 SW 73 Avenue

Plantation, FL 33317

954-298-5995

tinsleyj@hotmail.com



2016 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form – Page 2/2

1. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 

3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 

Submitted by:

Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.

All nominations must be received by Friday, April 1, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. Submissions may be mailed to: 
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1350 W. Broward Boulevard, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33312. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, April 1, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted. If
you have any questions, please call 954-828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov.

PRINT SUBMIT 

Richard Perry's contribution to the Fort Lauderdale community is seen everyday. He impacted the lives of thousands 
of young athletes as a coach at Wilton Manors' Mickel Field, Northeast High, Hallandale High and Stranahan High 
from 1970 through the mid 1990s and a Broward County Public School teacher for 35 years, retiring in 2008.  He 
was also a role model and mentor to many of those same players, which included six players who went on to play 
professionally. Countless others have gone on to have successful careers as doctors, lawyers, business owners and 
many other professions right here in Fort Lauderdale. He made a similar impact in the classroom, as a math teacher. 
Students who never played a sport still consider him one of their favorite teachers and someone who instilled the 
confidence in them to excel. A teacher, coach, athletic director, author and guest speaker, Coach Perry's message of 
civic responsibility still resounds through so many of his former students and players.

Coach Perry is deserving of this award because of the positive impact he has had on the many thousands of 
Broward County and Fort Lauderdale residents that have been coached, taught and mentored by him.  Coach 
Perry's message of "Others First" resonated in every player he coached and the students he taught. Coach Perry 
served as an excellent example of the highest standard of leadership and class and continues to do so today. He is a 
great example of what it is to be the total professional educator. He worked just as hard in the classroom, putting the 
needs of his students first, as he did coaching, putting his players needs first. As an Athletic Director, the needs of 
the school and its student-athletes were always the highest priority. 

Richard F. Perry (age 71),Teacher/Coach for Broward County Schools for 35 years, was born and raised in Cabin 
Creek, W.Va.,graduating from East Bank (W.Va.) High School in 1962. He went on to play football and baseball at 
Anderson University (Indiana). After graduation he spent six months at Miami Junior High School before moving to 
Illinois where he was the Head Football Coach at Niantic High School for two years. He moved back to South Florida 
in June of 1970. He was an assistant football coach at Northeast High School for four years. In 1974 Coach Perry wa

Joe Tinsley
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Angela DiPietro

From: Tim McGovern
Sent: Friday, March 25, 2016 11:42 AM
To: Chaz Adams; Angela DiPietro
Subject: FW: Walk of Fame 2016
Attachments: Nominee Form 2016.pdf

From: Joe Tinsley [mailto:tinsleyj@hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2016 10:37 AM 
To: Tim McGovern 
Subject: Walk of Fame 2016 

Biography cont.

Richard F. Perry (age 71),Teacher/Coach for Broward County Schools for 35 years, was born and raised in 
Cabin Creek, W.Va.,graduating from East Bank (W.Va.) High School in 1962. He went on to play football and 
baseball at Anderson University (Indiana). After graduation he spent six months at Miami Junior High School 
before moving to Illinois where he was the Head Football Coach at Niantic High School for two years. He 
moved back to South Florida in June of 1970. He was an assistant football coach at Northeast High School for 
four years. In 1974 Coach Perry was the first Head Football Coach at Hallandale High School before moving on 
to Stranahan High School as an assistant for two years.  He was the Head Football Coach from 1977-1993. 
Coach Perry compiled a 131-69-2 mark in 20 seasons as a Head Football Coach. He has received numerous 
professional awards, including County Coach of the Year by the Hollywood Sun-Tattler. He led the Dragons to 
their first football district and sectional championships in 1985. In his 26 years of coaching he experienced only 
two losing seasons. He also served as Stranahan's Athletic Director (1994-95) and continued to teach there until 
he retired in 2008.  He still substitute teaches there today.  Coach Perry is married to Debbie, has two children 
Christine and Tom and three grandchildren. 

Thanks,
Joe Tinsley























2019 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 

which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors. 

making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, each 
honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to memorialize 
their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the beach along 
the east side of A1A at Las Olas Boulevard. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend. 

If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2019 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. The deadline for the 2019 Great American Beach Party 
Walk of Fame nomination is Friday, March 22. 

Name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip Code: 

Home Phone:  Cell: 

Email: 

Sr. Marie Schramko -- c/o Paul Ott, Principal, Cardinal Gibbons High School

2900 NE 47th Street

Fort Lauderdale, FL, 33308

(954) 491-2900

 ott@cghsfl.org



2019 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form – Page 2/2

1. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 

3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 

Submitted by:  

Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.
 
All nominations must be received by Friday, March 22, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Submissions may be mailed to:  
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1150 G. Harold Martin Drive, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, March 22, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted. 
If you have any questions, please call 954-828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. 

PRINT SUBMIT 

At the request of Archbishop Coleman F. Carroll, Sister Marie Schramko arrived in Fort Lauderdale in the summer of 1961, to
start a co-institutional Catholic high school. On September 5th, 1961, Cardinal Gibbons High School opened its doors with Sister
Marie serving as the founding Principal of the Girls Division and, in 1972, when Cardinal Gibbons became a single,
co-educational high school, Sister Marie continued to teach Algebra, Geometry, Biology, Chemistry and Latin, and serve as the
school’s Assistant Principal. Through her leadership, vision and uncompromising commitment to excellence, Sister Marie
significantly contributed to the progress and advancement of Cardinal Gibbons High School, overseeing its rise to one of the top
high schools in the State of Florida and throughout the country. She remained an assistant principal until her retirement in 2015,
when she was 98.

For more than 50 years, Sister Marie Schramko touched the lives of thousands of students by providing valuable life lessons,
instilling positive ethics and morals, inspiring a strong sense of purpose and self, and guiding young people toward a future filled
with promise and opportunities for success. She encouraged students to reach far beyond the classroom by encouraging them to
strengthen their faith, character and values by following the principles set down by Christ in His Gospel and reflected in the
teaching ministry of the Church. Through her selfless efforts to give back to the community, Sister Marie stands as a shining
example of the tremendous difference one person can make in the lives of others.

Sister Marie Schramko was born on February 10, 1917, in Johnstown Pennsylvania to Julia and Frank Schramko. She entered
religious life on September 8, 1934, and made her profession of vows to the Sisters of Saint Francis of Mary Immaculate on
August 12, 1937. For 27 years, Sister Marie taught Religion, Science and Mathematics at high schools in Chicago and Joliet,
Illinois, as well as Toledo Ohio, before arriving in Fort Lauderdale in 1961. She passed away on Sunday, April 28, 2019 at the
age of 102.

City of Fort Lauderdale on behalf of Cardinal Gibbons High School































































1. Please describe the accomplishments or contributions to the community.

Thomas L. Tapp lead the City of Fort Lauderdale into a new and economically vibrant era in his tenure as Parks 
and Recreation Director from 1982-2000.  Tapp was an enthusiastic community builder. He inspired citizens to 
endorse the redevelopment of Fort Lauderdale Beach and Riverwalk as well as the 1996 Parks Bond 
Referendum which added approximately 80 acres to the City’s parks system including new parks, recreation 
centers, playgrounds and approximately 2,000 trees to the City’s canopy.  Fort Lauderdale gradually
transformed from a college spring break town to a world class destination.  The beach improvements 
attracted major hotels and international visitors.  The Riverwalk was the impetus for transforming a mostly 
vacant Second Street into the exciting entertainment district that we know today.

A tireless environmental advocate, Tapp hired the City’s first Urban Forrester, ensuring that even with 
considerable development; Fort Lauderdale had a significant tree canopy.

Tapp was committed to providing recreation opportunities for all ages in every part of the city, outdated 
recreation centers and playgrounds were replaced with the 1996 Parks Bond referendum.

Tapp understood the value of gathering people of all backgrounds together. He championed special events 
and festivals in the City of Fort Lauderdale.  The festivals in Bubier Park, now DDA Plaza brought people 
downtown on the weekends and attracted out of town visitors. He was instrumental in bringing the Air and 
Sea show to Fort Lauderdale Beach.  This event delivers a major economic boost and inspires a spirit of 
patriotism.

The Fort Lauderdale Parks and Recreation Department was awarded the Gold Medal for Excellence in Parks 
and Recreation Management, from the National Recreation and Park Association.   This is the association’s 
highest honor.

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award?

Tapp left a significant legacy to the City of Fort Lauderdale.  He was a positive and charismatic leader.  He 
worked with the community to develop a vision of what the city could be and lead the way to make the vision 
reality through the 1987 and 1996 General Obligation Bond Referendums. 

3. Provide background information.

Thomas L. Tapp served as Fort Lauderdale’s Parks and Recreation Director for 18 years.

He was a member of the Florida Recreation and Park Association and the National Recreation and Park 
Association.

Past president of the Rotary Club of Fort Lauderdale Rotary.

Member of Leadership Broward and the Parker Theater Board of Directors.



2017 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form 
Aiton Joseph “AJ” Yaari 

1. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 
civic responsibility, financial contributions, volunteer service, projects accomplished, or other categories. 

For nearly three-decades, businessperson, restauranteur and real estate developer, Aiton “AJ” Yaari, has been a 
champion for, and contributor to, the redevelopment and revitalization of Fort Lauderdale Beach.  

Through personal financial investment he helped redefine Fort Lauderdale Beach into a booming entertainment 
area and culinary hub; acquiring, managing and improving nearly two full blocks of retail and restaurant space 
along A1A spanning north and south of Las Olas Boulevard.  

His contributions have not gone unnoticed. In 2012, and again in 2014, the City of Fort Lauderdale recognized his 
improvements, first for Outstanding Urban Design with the rehabilitation and construction of a breezeway 
connecting Almond Avenue with A1A for pedestrian traffic, followed by a Community Appearance Board 
nomination for his restaurant, Tsukuro.  

Continuing his investment in the future of Fort Lauderdale Beach, in 2017 Yaari, along with his partners,  acquired 
the remaining parcels on the northern block between Las Olas Boulevard and Poinsettia Street, and gained 
approval from the City of Fort Lauderdale for a luxury low-rise LEEDS- certified boutique hotel on A1A and 5th 
Avenue.   

With a belief, there is a natural relationship between business and community, each of Mr. Yaari's businesses 
generously support initiatives and organizations, which feed, house, comfort and grow our community.  He has 
been an avid supporter of The City of Fort Lauderdale’s Great American Beach Party and the BID sponsored Friday 
Night Sound Waves series. His businesses also collaborate with the CVB on numerous Meeting Planner programs, 
and work closely with major event organizers including the SWATCH Beach Volleyball Tournament, Tortuga Music 
Festival, Fort Lauderdale Air Show, Stanley Cup Tour, and Riptide Music Festival.  

Realizing businesses are only as successful as the people behind it; Yaari is a hand-on owner who works with his 
key management personnel on day-to-day improvements, and contributes to the economic health of the City of 
Fort Lauderdale by employing more than 250 team members.    

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 

Yaari’s contribution to the City of Fort Lauderdale and Fort Lauderdale Beach goes beyond a business investment, 
but in a personal investment of his time for nearly than a decade.  

As a Commission appointed member of the Beach Business Improvement District (2010-2013), a member of the 
City of Fort Lauderdale Beach CRA board (2011 – present), a member of the review committee for the new Fort 
Lauderdale Beach marina, and member of the BRAB Board working on the new Parking Garage and Las Olas Beach 
Park, he lends his business acumen, passion and talent for the areas greater good.  

Likewise, his businesses maintain membership and appointees who represent him on the Greater Fort Lauderdale 
Beach Council and Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association, Broward Chapter Boards and the Central Beach 
Alliance. 

 

 



3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 

A true visionary, A.J. Yaari has built his success on evolving with Fort Lauderdale Beach, as it has evolved to attract 
a year-round, more sophisticated clientele.  From working for a T-shirt shop on Fort Lauderdale Beach in the early 
1990's, to becoming a successful entrepreneur operating seven  restaurants and bars, and managing nearly a dozen 
retail and restaurant outlets under his property management division Triple R, Yaari has helped shape Fort 
Lauderdale Beach into a stylish oceanside hub.  

While many businesses were vacating Fort Lauderdale Beach, Yaari had the foresight to know that the area would 
someday be a center of activity. Not afraid of taking a risk, in 2002, he collaborated with one of his retail 
competitors to open his first restaurant, Café Del Mar. With success came confidence, and Yaari’s vision to be a 
frontiersman in the Fort Lauderdale Beach culinary scene continued to blossom with the opening of his second 
restaurant, Spazio, in 2005. Soon after, he acquired the quaint coffee shop, St. Barts Coffee Company a few blocks 
down; later adding Blondies Sports Bar, Exit 66, Rock Bar and Sangrias to provide a diversity of food and beverage 
offerings to echo the area growing local patrons and global travelers. A pinnacle moment for Yaari came in 
February 2014, with the opening of Tsukuro - an impressive landmark structure and testament to his architectural 
eye – which added a new layer to Fort Lauderdale Beach’s evolution of ‘beach chic’. 

Simultaneous to his growth in the hospitality management sector, Yaari continued to follow his passion to build 
and create through his real estate division, Triple-R. Throughout his 20-year-career as CEO of the successful 
development venture, Yaari has completed more than a dozen residential, multi-unit, redevelopment, and tenant 
improvement and acquisition projects. Next on the horizon is a construction of a proposed 225-room boutique 
hotel and entertainment complex, to revitalize the 5th Avenue corridor near the Fort Lauderdale Beach Aquatics 
Center. 

The Plantation, Florida resident, Yaari attributes much of his success to his wife of 20 years, Donna, who has “the 
most important role in our family”, as mother to their four children. 

Aiton Jospeh (AJ) Yaari  
Contact Phone: 954.295.5949 
Email: AJ@ItsBetterOnTheBeach.com 

Respectfully Submitted 
Arianne Glassman 
ari@ravcommunications.com 
Phone: 954.205.8754 
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